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Dutcry as

B How gunmen

vicims in primary school
B Buhari orders security
review, Vows perpetrators
will face justice
l President’s words, actions not
enough to end killings - Ortom
W Attackers killed

mng 2ter voung 38
Dearie o Sy latesl ZTack I
T cuate "
The Frcay rig st
Jefarm commamanTy
Werd ol Luma
Covernment Atee ©

atiack

killed

cvil servant

geatn toil m 38 i

shedding in U staie 10 87
Tesident JALna naa
Buhar ordered an unmmediate
review of the security
arrangesment i the state
Buf Covernor Samuel
Ortom said the current
sifuation in the state reguired
more than the words and
artioms s0 fzr offered by the
resident.
P e Defence Headguarters
said ?L-_swrduz thal it was
domg its best o deal with the
sifation )
The suthorities of ‘g}u: Benue
State Umiversity  Teaclung
l;?;p‘x!al (H5UT1H), Makurdi,

Man sets ex-lover's
apartment ablaze over
failed reconciliation

Ladidtul:
Authorty

n R o
W

J

Fi ds of Internally.
splaced Pt:x:-umm,ﬂ(u)l};
taking refuge there ——
Thirty-nine other 1DPs are
menviny,  treatiment in the
hwsepital for the wounds they
stalfered
Omnom, who  hasils  from
Namov i the samae LGA,
rushed W the wene a fow
hours after the altack to
personually asmes the situation
and sympathuse with  the
penple.
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[WHO says e
| expectan
f increasedqf(mm

lobal life expectancy
Gfor both sexes has
increased from 46 to

73 years, with the biggest
e Word Fooith, Ovgania,

e Wo: -
tion (WHO) says.

The HO Director-
General, Dr Tedros
Ghebreyesus, disclosed this
during an online media
conference.

Ghebreyesus said after
years of war, the organisation
realised that it was better to
work with one other than fight
with one another.

He said that the o isa-
tion also realised that a
healthier world was a
world.

“Their vision was clear, but
bold: the highest possible
standard of health, for all
[veople. To achieve that vision,
hey agreed to set up a new
organisation.

They debated and agreed
what this organisation would
be and do in a document
called the Constitution of the
World Health isation,”
Ghebreyesus said.

According to him, the
organisation marked the 75th
anniversary of the day that
constitution came into force.

He said that the organisa-
tion’s constitution was the first
document in history to
formally recognise health as a
humanTight.

The WHO boss said that
since then, the world has
made significant progress
towards realising that vision.

He said that smallpox had
been eradicated and polio was
on the brink.

“These are actually two of
the important highlights
during the 75 years of
existence of the Organisation.

Contd on page 5
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The District Head of Nvi
Chief Bernard Shawa, tol 151\;,
governor that the invaders came
mtee ;:darge number, armed to the

Shawasaid: "They were armed
with sophisticated weapons.
They set a house ablaze and
started shooting into the air.

"In the melee that ensured, the
attackers moved straight to

. where the villagers were sl
ing in a classroom and shot
many people dead."

He said the victims, mainly

rains are here.

Ortom expressed his condo-
lences to the community and
asked the federal government to
fish out and purush the killers.

Hesaid: "As]was coming here,
1 read somewhere that President
Muhammadu Buhari has con-
demned the killings and
symphatised with the govern-
mentand le of the state,and
ordered security men to go after
the killers. .

"I hope the Commissioner of
Police, who is here with some
soldiers, will go after the killers
as ordered by Mr. President.

He appealed to the people not
to take law into their hands but
{o continue to be law abiding.

He directed the Chairman of
Guma Local Government Area
to make arrangement for imme-
diate burial-of the dead.

Ortom also visited the BSUTH
to see the wounded.

The Local Government Chair-
man, Dr. Mike Uba, told The
Nation on the phone that the
gunmen shot "men, women and
children at close range.”

"They also macheted pregnant
women and children. We recov-

K ool oovernors

Outcry

ered about 36 bodies, took about
six victims to the hospital but
just got informed that three
more have died," Uba, who
doubles as the state chairman
of the Association of Local Gov-
e.n_gnent of Nigeria (ALGON),
sai

The Nation gathered that the
policemen on guard at the
-school fled as the gunmen
swooped. .

asham, 37, lost his farmer __immediately reached out to the
V&MWIMI'M of Guma Local Gov-

other relations.

Narrating his ordeal to The

Nation yesterday, Amasham.

said Comfort left Makurdi for
Mgbam on Thursday to tend her
farm only to be killed.

He said she was gunned

down while she was fleeing her .

home for the IDP camp and the
en began shooting.

i - Amasham said his elder

State at the weekend.

«Scene of the attack where 38 persons were

hip: Bello holds cruc1a1

ernment Area and he promised
Governor Samuel Ortom was
going to address us on the is-
sue: . .
"We have been suffering for a
very long time and this has to
stop. My wife left me with five
ildren. She hasfamﬂbeen the one
supporting the family.
'ggs I sgeak, I don't know
where to start from. I'm still in

Oneofthe ﬁli;gmgn wassaid
women and children, were W_Tﬁ_w_lﬂ'ugﬂle*bmther's wife and younger shock and the government and
forced into sleeping in the .Attack. — brother's son were also killed ~ relevant securify agencies must
school because of the fear of the  “*largenumberof GumaLGA  during the attack. . act fast before we all get killed.”
unknown caused by the long- eople are currently displaced He said the deceased had - The traditional ruler of Ikobi
standing security challenge in oM their homes on accountof ~ reachedouttohimonthephone in Apa LGA, Prof. Mochammed
the area. incessant attacks by gunmen. as soon as the attack began, to Adag,pleaded with the govern-~
Shawa confirmed that two of - Gumaisaboundarylocalgov-  inform him about-what they ment and other relevant
his_own children were killed ernment area with Nasarawa were going throughbackhome. stakehalders to stop invaders
urng the attack ———— State. : .. . Hesaid:"We usually rely on - - from harassing innocent peo-
He added: "We took 39, who—  Lhey killed my wife, the securi ﬂl'lere Thati? why p1ew ot .
sustained various d of in- ives -Civi we normally leave our houses "We sleep because of
_juries, to the hospit '_b‘ut__’lets NO latives -Civil serve_mt to sleep there (school) becausé  the consmntya Our place
ater died, bringing_the total Among those bereaved in the — o the safety, then return home - hasbecomeempty. Farmerscan
“imber of casrﬂﬁu_jim_m_’.sl,“ Mgham massa ot E@eqsaraml-sezg ng—b éqdo our farm work during the  no iﬁre\geﬁ go to " he said
-—He appealed s ay. on one.
GOV‘Z;{’,{’:“??;,‘L&; iid;e‘;l emnment, Mr. Philip Amasham. _ “Ater hearing about this, we  “Immediate action should be
ple, who are t farmers, to i it Fraas T ER T e
enable them return to their o
farms, especially now that the !

allegedly killed by suspecled herdsmen in Guma Local Government Area of Benue

as fresh Benue attack claims 38 liy,

taken to protect our land. The
consequence of this may result
in famine because our people
only rely on farming activities
to survive," he said.

Buhari orders security
review, Vows perpetra-
tors will face justice

President Buhari, in his reac-
tion to the development yester-
day, deplored the series of attacks
and killings in some communi-
ties in the state and di se-
curity agencies to go after the
perpetrators and bring them to
justice. ;

In a statement issued by his
Senior Special Assistant on Me-
dia and Publicity, Mallam Garba
Shehu, the President urged that
all efforts be made to end the "ex-
treme violence."

He condemmned the use of ter-
rorism as a tool in inter-commu-
nal conflicts, urging that the at-
tackers be found and dealt with

swiftly under the law.

He

conveyed his grief and
— ST

%

Lald on the 1dth of Anril

8Naliom{e“m

sympathy to -
10se Who lost &::ir%\"mll&s of
the attack and gie o dtety
cret services, poli e s
cognmander?:o(g,ﬂn"‘%w
Verrance on every frum‘:nﬂ“ d
ggnedlalely Teview he g
mana : -
areas, o el
"Our thoughtsand ppy,
with he o s
dered. The entire nafion gpg,
forces of e
0. r and evil” <
the President. ("
‘Gunmen had on W :
killed 51. people at Umoyi
cot:tmumty in Otukpo 1G{
‘Gunmen destroyine
our farms with impu-
nity' :
A chieftain of the AT

Progressives Congress (A0
thestate, Mr. iOtede
said yesterday that tre fede
BUV?mmE;f s balt e

unity witn w gurmen =
xti’dmtyh'.nc7 on the rights of &
people of the state.

Ocheche alleged that e =
part killings appeared 02
sponsored by well pestzs
people. .
e said: "The gunman S==
with Agatu, extended 217
Jand and now the whale s225
being overrun.

"Tﬁey are now bringTs
mercenaries from Nast=
and Kogi states. We am &7
ing to President Muhazo2>
Buhari and the federa &

ment to come to our B

Benue." Lo
DHQ: We'redoing™
‘work, we're not sleep

ing o9
Contacted \'t!kn?l.‘»?; i

resurgence of band e
.

northem states, the DIV
fence Media Operatiet® “
Gen Musa Danmadam&t b
the military was doieg =
to handle fhe situatieh,
“What [ can only 2 57;
that we are doing 04
are not slecping,” Mo S o2
“T've always told \"4““!3“,-‘;--
this all the time t-““\, i
why you peopleare ™5
tated. BB
"We are doing OV “\wz; .
will continue to oo™

is as simple as that—

meeting to douse tension am
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