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community, shooting into the ~ The residents expressed fear {10 Uty JBUIE Was yer
@(Ee killed"as arsonists raze Lagos spare parts market
MAN wa yesterday, *Buhari, Sanwo-Olu offer sympathies

old security guard, the loss of

personal pro and means
of livelih%oge g?' some hard-
working Nigerians at the Akere
Spare Parts market in the Apa-

The statement reads: “As part
of its strategy towards weaken-
ing opposition in Imo State, the
Imo State Government,
Wednesday, orchestrated the

= *Hostel, market burnt in Anambra, Kano

kere spare parts market in_ Precious Igbonwelundu Rimi market yesterday,
' BY.a?, Bola?l unde?g : In Anambra, somZ hostel
eceased, identified as a Abuja, and Emma Elekwa, blocks at St. John’s Science and
security man in the market, was Onitsha , Techmcal College, Alor in Ide-
shot by the suspect-  Pa Ajegunlearea of Lagos State.  mili South Local Government
i Te- “The President’s deepest area of Anambra State were
vent them from burning down __ Sympathies are with the trad- ~ also razed by fire on Monday
the faality. ersand their families,” thestate-  morning. Pro worth over
ation learned that the = ment said. N100 million was reportedly

armed men stormed the mar-—  Gov. Babajide Sanwo-Olu of ~ lost in the blaze.

ket around 3am, set several _ Lagos State also commiserat- The Nation gathered that the
ops ab d shot the se- _ ed with the traders. fire started after several unsuc-
cunity man before fleeing, Sanwo-Oluinastatement by ~ cessful attempts to put on the

Policemen from Tolu Divi- the Commissioner for Informa-  school’s generating set.
sion and officials of the Lagos  tion and Strategy, Mr Gbenga _ Principal of the college, Rev.
State Fire Service managed to  Omotoso, yesterday, ex- Fr. Dr. Francis Unegbu, who con-
putout the inferno, it was said. ~ pressed shock at the incident. firmed the incident yesterqe?iy,

The Fire Service said rows of The governor said he said no casualty was recorded.
auto spare parts shops were ﬁ_lenuinely shared the grief of ~_ Hesaid the school mobilised
burnt, adding that rescuers the victims, hence he ordered ~students to put fight the fire
kept the fire from spreading to @ probe into the fire. after futile attempts to contact
anearby gas station and adjoin- e implored residents of the ~ the fire service.
ing bui state to desist from atiributing ~ He said, “The fire started

olice spokesman Benjamin  the unfortunate incident to any when the students were havin
Hundeyin said aninvestigation ~ Political party or its agents. their breakfast. WO
had In Kano, 19 shops and one  between N80 to N100 million

DGt Muhammadu Bu-  mosque were razed at Kasuwar  were lost in the inferno.”
hari expressed sadness over the
incident Ex-Imo deputy governor arrested

e ent, who ex- ’ )
pressed concems-over. repéat- e We've no hand in it, says state govt
ed fire outbreaks in public plac- FORMER Imo State From Chris Njoku, Owerri
es in Lagos, called on relevant d?uty governor, Ger-  arrest of the immediate past
authorities in the state to take ald Irona, has been ar-  Deputy Govemnor, Engr. Gerald
n precautions to stem  rested by the police. Irona, over trumped-up charg-
the tide. : A source said thatIrona, who  es.

In a statement issued by his ~ was deputy to Emeka Ihedioha, “Atthe time of this statement,
Senior Special Assistant on  was arrested yesherdaK. Wednesday afternoon, the
Media and Publicity, Mallam It was not clear why Irona  former Deputy Governor had
Garba Shehu, President Buhari  was arrested but a statement by written his Statement at the Po-
sent his pathies to the vic-  his media consultant, Destiny  lice, a bail bond issued, signed,
tims of the latest fire incident.  Ugorji,accused thestategovern-  and all the bail conditions ful-

“President Muhammadu  ment of orchestrating his arrest ~ filled.

Buhari has learned, with deep  over what he described as Commissioner for Informa-
sadness, the death of a 65-year-  “trumped-up charges.” tion and Strategy Declan Eme- -

lumba absolved the govern-
ment of any involvement in Iro-
na’s arrest.

“I don’t know anything
about his arrest, “ he said.

$498,000: Lawmaker arraigned in Rivers



