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‘Three policemen hospitalised as gunmen
| attack another station in Abia
e Assailants steal AK47, ammunition *Monarch killed in Ebonyi

From Sunny Nwankwo,
Umuahia and Ogochukwu

UNMEN have E)tl-
tacked the Nkporo Di-
visional Police Head- Anioke, Abakaliki

in Ohafia Local Gov- 3w, S
ernment Area of Abia State. med Bala, durmgeg ;wlzhtg gice
The gunmen stormed the ~ SCene, tailccom amE S Botet aid
* station in three Toyota Sienna eratons, C LGA
vehicles, and broke into thear- ~ later joined by Ohafia -
moury from where they stole Chammi(g“ga{aé‘ne&‘ Nrosi 3
one AK47 rifle with 30 rounds ~~ We remarx N PO b
of live ammunition, it wassaid « Of the station made it possible
yesterday. for th_e hoodlums to invade the
They were also said to have . PTETUSES.
; : : Y 'CP Bala called on the state/
me b local government and other crit-
Three policemen on du " ical stakeholders to embrace the
sustained injuries and were agi principles of Community Safe-
mitted in hospital. zaParp\eys}up to erect fences
Sources said the hoodlums  that will link up with the exist-
may have taken advantage of ~ ingone around the station.
the ongoing general elections as Furthermore, the CP 11'ie-
most police personnel were ~ quests from the general pul:ﬂfi'
deployed for election duties - useful information that wo
across the state. help in tracking down the hood-

The U gbo Police Di Iand recovery of the fire-
visional I—gleadquarters atlhiein J
Ugwunagbo council of the state In

lums shot sporadically, dis-
lodged the men on duty, broke
into the station's armoury and

was burnt down recently. .
Reacting to the latest inci- - ,
dent, police spokesman Geof- ~_Local Government Area of Eb- .
frey Ogbonna said: "Thehood- 91t State m{__H Igboke Ewa.
wa was killed on Mo
; T{ﬁf Y

night in the communi
Tegedly refusing to support a

ﬂ‘,‘,’ﬁ?"" en killed the
traditiol mﬁs%f'nﬂiém_
okaha tommunity, Ezza North ~

particular party in the general

carted away one AK47 rifle

laoamdmed w1th 20 rou_nds of live eTectignAu Progressives Con-
S i e S 7SS (APC) in the state-con-
"They also made away with emned the murder of the mon-
sets of service uniforms keptin ~ arch. ; : ]
the armoury and offices be- The party in a statement is-
longing to the armourer and sued by Emeka Nwonu, Ezza
other policemen putting up in North Publicity Secretary, de-
the station. scribed the killing of Ewa, who

"Three police constables s the chairman of the Tradition-

among those on duty were in- al Rulers Council in Ebonyi Cen-
inju}?r. The statemegt reads, “The All

"However, prompt collabo-  Progressives Congress (APC),
rative effort ?the gohce and Ezza North Local Governmept
military ted in the aban- Area Chapter condemns in

strong terms the gruesome mur-
der of the Chairman, Ezza
Ezekuna Traditional Rulers
Council and Traditional Ruler
of Umuezeokoha Communi-

donment and recovery of one
Toyota Sienna van together
with some service uniforms,
shoes and personal effects tak-
en away from the policemen.

"Two of the injured police- ty, HRM Ezeogo Christopher
men are admitted in the hospi- ~ 18boke Ewa.
tal while one was treated and The killing of the foremost
discharged : traditional ruler is not onl

mischievous but also horri-
ble. What pain or disadvan-
tage would the old man cause
another in terms of politics?

“He was neither a member
of PDP, APC or APGA, why
the killing?

“We condole with the fam-

"Investigation has com-
menced with a view to recov- |
ering the stolen arms and am-
munition as well as arresting
the culprits. :

"The Commissioner of Po-
lice, Abia State Police Com-
mand, CP. Mustapha Moham-

ily of the deceased, the good
people of Umuezeokoha, the
members of Ezza Ezekuna
Council of Traditional Rulers
and indeed, the people of
Ezza over the heartless kill-
ing of the nonagenarian,” he
said

Nwonu called on security
agents to bring the perpetra-
tors to book.

Governor David Umahi in
a statement confirmed the
killing.

Umahi in a statement by
the Commissioner for Infor-
mation, Uchenna Orji said the
traditional ruler was shot
dead for his refusal to sup-

ort an unnamed candidate
during the 25 February pres-
idential and National Assem-
bly election in the state.

e Information Commis-
sioner said Governor Umahi
was aware that “a number of
candidates have been making
provocative and inciting
statements about the election
results” in the state.

“His Excellency is directing
the whole security apparatus
of the state to move into Ezza
North for a rescue mission.
Anybody whose hand is in
the killing of His Highness
(Ewa) must be arrested im-
mediately,” Mr Orji said.

Mr Umahi, the commis-
sioner said, has appealed to
leaders in the state and can-
didates of various political
parties dissatisfied with the
outcome of the Saturda
polls to forward their peti-
tions to the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission
or security agencies, instead
of making “inciting state-
ments that could generate cri-
sis in the state.”

“The gaovernor of Ebonyi
State warns that no position
in life is worth the lite of an-
other person,” he stated.

Mr Orji said the governor
has resolved that anyone
holding a press conference or
making posts on social media
to incite people will be held
responsible for any outbreak
of crisis in the state.

He said the governor has
also appealed to the people of
the state, especially the
youths, “not to be used to
take the life of another per-
son.”



