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Four die, 14 arreste

d

in

O,

Delta, Kwara, Akwa-Ibom

*Banks, ATMs vandalised ®Protests in Oyo, Ondo, Ogun, FCT

ROTESTS over naira
Sscaraty.and ban on
old notes escalated
% terday in some states with
ur persons killed i
© 7 Nuine of the proeTot wore
arrested in Delta for selting
two banks and two vehicles
ablaze. Five were also held
in Kwara by the Police.
. The other states where pes-
idents also took to the streets
and dism%l:d movements
are Oyo, do, Opgun and
AkwaIbom. The Federal Cap-
ital Territory(FCT) was also
not free as an, ry depositors
took over CBN's gate, pre-
venting workers and visitors
from entering the premises,
All Progressives Congress
(APC) standard bearer, Asi-
waju Tinubu, Peoples Demo-
cratic Party(PDP) Vice Presi-
dential candidate, Ifeanyi
Okowa and Oyo State Gover-
nor Seyi Makinde called on
the people to be calm as ef-
forts are on Lo make cash
available to them.
In Benin where the protest
was more intense, soldiers
ed to complement police
efforts in protecting the state’s
CBN branch fired bullets and
tear gas canisters to dispel the
_protesters.

" The Nation gathered that the

"By the security agents.
J_gmg gf,ﬂ'gpfz)lnslers said
|_theBodies of three of the vic-
tims were hurriedly evacuat-
ed by the operabves,

ey

e of them added tiar

they prevented the security
agents from also taking awa
lﬁ‘ fourth b elting their
vehicles, incﬁxgin an Ar-
moured Personnel Carrier
(APC), with stones,

The protesters made bon-
fires on the major roads, there-
by aeating gndlock on alter-
native routes in the city.

In the ensuing confusion
banks, schools, offices, mar-
kets, petrol stations and malls
hurriedly closed for the day.

The government blamed
the protests in the state on the
former APC National Chair-
man, Adams Oshiomhole.

It claimed in a statement

by the Commissioner for

munication and Orienta-

tion, Chris Nechikhare, that the

rotests were targeted at the

coples Democratic Party
(PD trolled states.

The government, there-
fore, called on security agen-
cies to cause Oshiomhole to
acoount for his movements in
Benin in the last few days.

oday (yesterday), we had

the unfortunate incident of the

rotest in Edo State, particu-
arly in Benin, as a result of
the' new naira redesignin
policy. We have gone roun
the town and we have discov-
ered that there is more than
ma:t!? the eye. We are f-;lhgﬁ
on ali secunty agenaes

on Cnmradéy Og?cnd\oie for
questioning, arrest him and
make him account for his
movements in the last couple
of days in Benin,” the com-
missioner said.

ersand

four victims of the Edo E%
test were E:t by bullets fired

No casually was rconded in

Ibadan bul some protesters
caused serious panic
workers when they stormed the

- Oyo State secretarial in Apodi
carrying ‘ebo’ (sacrificial objects)
n a calabash,

among

The rmlvsl ledk Ly transport-

ruit sellers camwe less than

two weeks after a similar one in
the aity.

The worst hit areas were

Eleyele, Ojoo, Challenge Beere

and Oje where banks were shut
and movements halted by the

lecslurs who also made bon-
ires on the highways.,
At Bodija Nf.\rkc‘. a profester
told The Nation that he was an-
ory that banks which arenol “ne-
L‘fl.\"lT\g l]'\(\lll‘)' to customers hu\d
also started rejecting old notes.”

“We can’t continue like this
now. This situation has become
s0 bad. The govemment does not
care aboul what we are going
through. That's why we have to
let them know that we are suffer-
ing.,” he added.

transporter also said they

embarked on the protest over the
unavailability of cash and the re-
jection of old nates by banks and
fuel stations,

Addressing residents of the *

state in Igbojaye, ltesiwaju Local
Government, Makinde called on
residents of the state to demon-
sirate restraints because violence
would not solve the problem at
hand.

The governor said apart from
palliative measures already be-
ing put in place by his govern-
ment, practical engagements
were ongoing to resolve the cri-
sis.

His words: "As I said earlicr,
peaceful protest is the right of
everyone but once it becomes
violent and violates the peace of
other people, it has ggmme
something else.

"We have found ourselves in a
very unfortunate situation but
violence will not solve the prob-
lem. So, 1 want to appeal to our
f)coplc because we on't want lo
ose a single soul to this crisis,
Palliatives are going in Oyo State
and there are a few things we
have promised to do on this,

“We all have the opportunity
to speak through our voles in 10
days and it is someone who is
alive that will enjoy what the new
government will offer the peo-

le,
F "l urge the prolesters to go
back to their various homes. Once
the protest tums into violence, the
security personnel also have the
right I"’,F"“cd the lives of other
ople.
PLA 50, security chiefs in the stale
warned that they would be firm
against hoodlums who might |
to hijack peaceful prolests by the
residents

Police Relations Officer of the

state Police Command, Adewale
Osifeso, said that “normalcy has
since refurmned to the affected ar-
ons.”

The police confirmed the arrest
of nine persons allegedly linked
to the protest and burning of

roperties of two banks in Udu,
E)e]m State.

The State  Police Command
Public Relations Officer, Bright
Edafe, in a statement, said ‘some

unguided youths/miscreants
in the name of prolest set two
banks and two vehicles ablaze,
We have arrested nine suspects
so far.

Edafe said that armed po-
licemen had been drafted to the
scenes.

The Udu protest slarted at
Orhuwhorun Junction and
spread to the Express Junction
in the town

The protesters, moslly

ouths, destroyed Aulomated
eller Machines (ATM) of two
banks and made bonfires
across the major roads before
security operatives arrived.
Okowa, who is also Delta
State governor, appealed to
residents of the slate to remain
calm.

"We appeal to our brothers
and sisters across the stale to
keep calm in spile of the cur-
rent travails they are going
through as a result of the scar-
city of naira notes in the coun-
try,” Okowa said in a slate-
ment by the Commissioner for
Information, Charles Aniag-
wu,

He added that people should
sheath their “swords while we
continue (o engage the CBN 1o
ensure more funds are released
to the banks."

What was initially a peace-
ful crowd of depositors tumed
to an angry mob when they
could not access the link to reg-
Ister to deposit their old Naira
notes.

Al the FCT, angry deposi-
tors, who said they were al the
CBN branch ns carly as 6 am o
swap their old naira notes, lost
their patience at about 11 am
and ook over the entrance of
the bank.

The Nation learnt that before
then,  an official of the apex
bank pasted a link for deposi-
tors loaccess and generale i ref-
erence number lo enable them
to swap their old notes.

But thelr failure to access the
link threw them intoanger. One
of them said: “We have been
waiting here since morning
with our monies but could not
access the portal, That's why we
blocked the gate prevenling

*A customer displaying her old n
a protest in Akure, Ondo State..,

people from cither coming out
or going in. We will remain
here unil they allow us to de-
posit our monies.”

In Ondo, banks in  Akure
hurried closed down to avoid
being attacked by angry cus-
tomers who barricaded (e
roads leading to their entrane
es after wailing for hours with-
oul being attended

The police in Kwara said the
five suspects armested inconnec
tion with the protest at the
Metropolitan Area of lorin
would be charged in court,”

It advised “parents and
puardlins 1o warn thelr chil-
dren nnd wards to avoid belng
used os canon-folders by dis-
gruntled political activists s
anyone arrested In the Process
of committing any crime, elther
as o resull of the” fuel or Naira
challenges, would be made to
face the consequences of such
actions”

The spokesperson for the
command, Ajayi Okasanmi,
who state this, added that the
situation had been brought un-
der control,

v - —

aira notes (for swap) d
yesterday e

In Akwa Tbom State, the
police battled to disperse thoy.
sands of depositors who
thronged the CBN branch
along Udo Udoma Avenue in
Uyo, Akwa Tbom State.

The police were said to by
vesortedd to firing ton
tors when the crowd
unruly

The incident, acvording to a
souree, led to 4 stampede that
resulied in the death of one per~
S0h.

But the police denied the

clainy of any death,
.+ "The Palice Command sent
s men o the CBN 1o peaceful-
ly control the erowd of ol naira
notes depositors when it be-
came clear that they were be
coming restive,

“The Palice are noy aware of
the death of anybocly, Did you
Seeany corpse? The Police have
the right to use war 8as if they
observe or sense any riotous
action”,

Meanwhile, a joint team
from the Central Bank of Ni-
seria (CBN) and Inde endent

orrupt Practices (I ’C) has

ave
WS Canis-
became

FHOTO:ISAACAYODFLE

started t morutonng of @
ton of the new notes n Ab

The team vesterday v
fuel stations, supermarkes
Point of Sale (PaS) operator
the FCT

Managing Director of Nird
Microfinance Bank, Abubakar
Kure, who led the team, sud
We want to actually establish
this fact if there's the posss
of cash transaction betwoen the
Point of Sales and the O sen-
1oes stabons as claimed and what
lmﬁ\r\nui to the cash they have
collected.

“Butwhat we have seen here,
there's much improvement
from what we abservad the pre
vious day, that there are manv
:r.u‘mrtmm via POS and trans
er

Ortom _seeks review of
policy

For the umpteenth time, the
Benue State Govemor, Samua
Ortom has asked the Faderal
Government to urgentiv ne
view the cashless palicy o as
suage the untold handship Ni-
ReNAns are passing through

e also advised President Mu-
hamnuadu Buhar to revisit the
haira redesagn policy befone it
tuints his integnity for the nest
of his political carver.

_Govemor Ortam barrad his
mind yesterday at the stake-
holders' meeting on the 2023
ﬁ':‘m-r.\l election arganised by

< Independent National Ele-
toral Commission (INEC) in
Benue State, The Governor in-
Sisted that the policy, if not r-
versed, had thrown Nigerians
N pains and would ruin the ad-
Ministration of President Bu-

an, pointing that other coun-
tries have changed currency but
there was a trnsition period.
is is the worst icy that
the President has brought at a
time that he is about to leave
office. Nigerians are sufferin
and some are g ing. T have sai
it before and et me repeat it
3gain. The people who are ad-
vising the President do not
mean well for him, He will re-
Al & pain in the neck of Ni-
320N if he doesn't reverse

S policy. This is pot right. Our

people are sufferinE, now you

e g e
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*Customers at the gate of a bank in Cala
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*The scene at the Old Central Bank in Abuja...yesterday.

have money in the bank, you cannot
spend it; go to the banks and see the
queues.

"This policy will eliminate his
name from being an honourable man
of integrity. This policy will ruin him,
because the man out there that I rep-
resent, the woman, the children are

cry'it:f they are feeling the pains,” he
stated.

B in Ogun shut, cabs off
the roads

Commercial banks in Abeokuta,
the Ogun State capital, remained shut
K;asterday while Automated Teller

chines also did not di cash.
Investigation by The Nation showed
that commercial banks on Lalubu
Street, Okelewo in the business dis-
trict of Abeokuta did not open for
business yesterday save Zenith bank,
which opened and rendered for skel-
etal service to few customers but
closed by 12 noon.

Meanwhile, many taxi operators in
the state have withdrawn their cars
from the roads following the expira-
tion of the deadline for collection of
old N200, N500 and N1000 while the
scanty ones working, refused the old
notes from passengers as means of
raerment for transport fares. This has
eft commuters stranded in some
routes within the state capital.

A taxi driver, who identified him-
self as Babayemi, told The Nation that
many of his colleagues have not been
ableto deposit their old notes to the
banks, saying the conditions for de-
mﬁnF e money with the Central

of Nigeria are complex and cum-

bersome given their literacy level.
Narrating his personal experience,
Babayemi claimed he took N7,800 he
made from transport business in the
last few days to the CBN branch in
Abeokuta on Tuesday, but lamented
that he was asked to visit the apex
bank’s portal to fill some information
and generate a file.

The taxi car operator said he walked
away and returned home with the old
notes since he was not literate enough
to undergo such process. "If I could
not change the old notes and 1 can't
spend it, why should I go out to work
today and collect same old notes from
passengers? That is wh}r you see few
taxi cars on the roads. 1 don't accept
old notes any more from passengers.
I also accept bank transfer,” he said.

Customers ded in Taraba
There were complaints of the non-
availability of the new bank notes by
some commercial banks in ]al'mgo,
the capital of Taraba State. Accordin,
to a staff of UBA Jalingo branch, al-
though they are adhering to the "no
extension to deadline” issued by the
CBN, they are having issues of meet-
ing the needs of customers.
According to him, by Friday Feb-
ruary 17, it would be two weeks since
the new naira notes were made avail-
able to the bank. He stated that they
give a maximum of N20,000 notes to
customers who are willing to collect
50 or 100 naira denominations. Out-
side the bank at the ATM point, strand-
ed customers lamented about the sit-
uation they were in. According to
Mohammed i, "I came since 6

ki 4
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am but was unable to withdraw cash.
For the past seven days, there has not
been cash, I have coming for the
past ten days and have not been able
to get any money. I am into buyin,
an§ selling business but right now
don’t even have the capital to contin-
ue," he said.

For Mercy Silas, "I came here since
4 am and since last week I have been
coming. We don't know if they would
load money or not." At the Zenith Bank
Jalingo branch, an official told The
Nation that they have not received
any directive from the CBN about the
"no extension to the deadline."

However, customers were seen
queuing at the counter to either de-
posit old notes or withdraw new
notes. The withdrawal limit this re-

orter learnt at Zenith Bank was.

5000 while at the ATM machines, it
is N20,000 for Zenith Bank customers
and N2000 for non-customers. But
unlike at the UBA Jalingo branch,
there was hope at Zenith Bank as cus-
lomers were queuing eagerly await-
ing cash which was about to be load-

into the machines under the super-
vision of EFCC officials.
Jos residents express mixed
li v

Residents of Jos the Plateau capital
received the statement of the Central
Bank Governor with mixed feelings.
A commercial tricycle rider, Jerry
Akans, said, "I have been told what
CBN said; we have been waiting for
him to speak and give us direction.
Now that he has spoken, we havestop
collecting the old naira.

CRISIS

*A scene of prntast in Ibadan, Oyo State...yesterday

A POS operator in Dadin-Kowa Jos,
Reuben Kawu, said, "There was con-
fusion since the Supreme Court inter-
vention, but with the last comment
on the CBN Governor, we now know
what to do. I have stopped receiving
the old naira note for deposit. My only
problem is that my customers are
coming for withdrawal and 1 don't
have the new notes to give them. I'm
just out of business. I therefore a})peal
to CBN to make cash available for
me to continue my business.”

Petty traders in Jos Terminus mar-
ket aré not pleased over the scarcity
of the new notes. One of them who
sgoke to The Nation, Serah Azi, said,
"CBN has stopped us from collecting
old notes, but our customers coming
to buy qur wares donot have the new
naira to buy things. Now CBN has
taken us out of business,” Azi said.

S/Court order: CBN's disobe-
int'l credibility

Nigeria is losing intemational cred-
ibility by the Central Bank’s failure
to comply with the Supreme Court's
order suspending the naira swap
deadline, Senior Advocate of Nigeria
(SAN), Harris Ogbole, has said. Og—
bole said foreign nations and orgari-
sations could take the CBN's action as
evidence that the country could not
be trusted to honour the sanctity of
international agreements and the rule
of law.

Ogbole, who spoke as a guest on
Channels TV, said the apex bank's
conduct was baffling, He said: “It gives
a very wrong impression of the kind
of country we are in, to the interna-
tional community, because we're talk-
ing about sovereignty, rule of law and
respect in the comity of states. You're
dealing with a country that no less a

rson that the CBN tells you in the

ace of an order of the Supreme Court
that it will stick to its guns and it
doesn't matter what the Supreme
Court of the land has said. I'm sure
the international community will be
wondering what's going on. How can
this hzﬂ:&n? How are we sure that
we could enfer into any agreements,

any treaty with you? It's a very wrong

signal for the image of the country.

Lon, eues at ATMs in [a-
go0s

Long queues continued yesterday
at few Automated Teller Machines
(ATMs) dispensing cash to customers
in Lagos metropolis. With many
banks ATMs not di ing cash, the
few that had functional ATMs had
huge crowd making the banking
premises look like a marketplace.

At the Ajose Adl branches of
the GTBank, Zenith < and Stand-
ard Chartered Bank, customers
formed long queues, waiting patient-
ly to make cash withdrawals. Abiola

deniran, one of the cardholders, said
she was at the Zenith Bank branch
since 10am, and was not able to make
a withdrawal as at 3.pm.

"1 came very early in the mormin;
but up till now, I have not been able
to make cash withdrawal. L hope 1will
be able get cash by the close of busi-
ness today," he said.

Many other barlks with ATMs not
dispensing cash for customers were
also not paying cash to customers
across the counter. The banks main-
tained earlier stance that they were
not handling cash transactions. Many
of the customers who went to Key-
stona ?.‘Tk. Sterling Bank and Herit-
E: ank in Lagos, Island, to deposit
;Ele naira notes\gwem told to takgotﬁe
notes to the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) branches.

At the Ereko market in Lagos,
many traders were still accepting old
naira notes. The traders said they will
stop using the old notes when the CBN
and banks make the new naira notes
available. A retailer in household
items, sold N50,000 old notes to a PoS
operator at N55,000. "That is what is
available, Many people just want to
have cash to settle their obligations,
Until we have the new notes, we will
continue to use the old notes," the PoS
operator said.

. This report was com%iled by Col-
lins Nweze, Robert Egbe, Uja Em-
manuel, Ernest Nwokolo, Damian
Duruiheoma, Victor Gai and Kolade
Adeyemi

* By Bisi Olaniyi, Bisi Oladele, Yin-
ka Adeniran,Segun Showunmi ,
Okungbowa Aswerie, Elo Edremoda,
Osagie Otabor,  Adekunle Jimoh,
Ndufa Chigjina




