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11 family members die of ?
food poisoning in Benue

LEVEN family mem-
lcalerg hfaveﬁ_zepmtedly

ied of food poisonin
in Tkobi c_:qmmunigz_ n Aﬁ%

i it

Tocal Government Area of _

A PR e,

Benue State.

Villagers said that the fam-
ily members died after con-
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investigations were yet to be
made available to the com-
munity.

It was learnt that there
were those who also took il
after eating the food and_
were taken fo hospital. They

suming food contaminated

with harmful chemicals.

The 11 victims wee: Adi
Ale, Ochefije Ojo, Maria Ojo,
Aipu Ochetije, Aboyi Ngbede

efije, Mary Ocho_yoc?a,
Abu, Blessing Abu, Peace
Ochoyoda, Ojochono Daniel
- and Favour Edoh. e
Qur correspondent learnt
that while six of the victims
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~were confirmed dead in one

died in one day, the remain- ¢
ing five died a few days after. &5

One of the bereaved fami- = months
ly members, Ochoyoda Abu,

- Tost his wife, two sisters and
a daughter.

Professor Mohammed
Adah, the traditional ruler of
Ikobi community, told our
correspondent on the tele-

hone that a similar incident

ened in September.

e said suspicion about
food poisoning heightened
when five of the victims died
the same day in the commu-
nity, adding that experts were
invited from the state’s Min-
istry of Health to investigate

the cause of deaths.
Acfah said the results of the

were said to have since re-
covered and returned home. _
" State Epidemiologist, Dr.
Sam N gisﬁe, did not respond
to calls put to his telephone
for comments about the in-
vestigation. -

- Police spokesperson Cath-
erine :Anene said the victims
died on November .14, add-
ing that seven of the victims

R il

died

4thnof this month,a

woman Wé'ri't'”ji’c") the hous&,
¢leaned the house and re-
‘moved the foodstuffs from

there which'she pfeFamd" dand
12 people ate and suffered |

T e

stomach ache,

—"Seven people died that
same day and five were tak-
en to the hospital and they
survived. Investigation is

ongoin‘g.” |

hief of lkobi, Chief Musa
Audi, through the Secretary,
Abogonye Ochola John, said
the incident was a mystery.




