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(1) Four feared dead in Onitsha market blast

OUR persons were
feared dead while T2
_otherswere injured fol-

lowing a suspected bomb

——

explosion at a chemical
market in Onitsha, Anam-

b

Shops and Eaads,.wor-t-h—
over N%SO million were_re-

g_'ﬁ'rtedly destroyed in the
: resulted from the-
explos | |

incident, which oc-

_portedly Ted to a sta

among the traders.

From Emma Elekwa,
Onitsha

One of the traders,
Nweke Uchenna, said: "We
were at our shops when we
heard a loud noise like a
bomb blast and we saw thick
moke from some shops up-
stairs and everyone started
running for satety.

"As some others shouted

for help, we saw people car-

_Lﬁing bodies from those
mpede  5"°

S s on fire and some were
badly burnt-while some
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seemed to have suffocated
from the smoke.

"We don't know how
much has been lost to the fire
but it can be estimated around
N850 million because the
goods are strong chemical ~
products.”

Chairman, Onitsha South
Local Government Area, Mr
Emeka Orji, contacted state
Fire Service Chief, Martin
Agbili who deployed his men
that battled the fire in collab-
oration with their counter-
parts from Asaba, Delta State.
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