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Tears, sorrow as herdsmen

kill 46 in attacks on Benue,

Nasarawa comm

® 20 seriously injured,§

many others missing
e Survivor: | ran for
dear life as my wife,
son, father fell to
invaders' bullets

a From Uja EMMANUEL, Makurdi

and Linus OOTA, Lafia o

inds of farmers e,
e_days some herdsmen 5wi on
i 0_fewe
g the entire inhabitants of i
e refuge elsewhere after their homes were

Y5
turmed into rubble.

A few years ago, the AK47 wielding invaders
had left terrible marks in the same area as
similar attacks left many farmers dead.

In the latest outing on Gidan Sule, which was

as the community had witnessed
relative peace since Governor Abdullahi Sule
aﬁ\m’ledp?fﬁce, the invaders dealt a merciless
blow on the host community.

Our correspondent, who went round the
community with security agents and the
leadership of Tiv Development Association

A) led by its president, Comrade Peter
disooveledp that the villagers deserted

their homes with the community turning the
community into a ghost town while domestic

animals were seen aimlessly.
Recounting their at the hands of the
mi%tia, a resident of the community,

Mr Amulet , said: "They have finished me
mmplelzg killed my father, wife and
only child I
where to start

am hopeless and I don't know
from. ! i
“We did not have any problem with
in Gidan Sule in recent times, They
fust woke up and tumed the heat on us without

"Whenl th; sougd o
becoming louder and we were a «
our livs,g&\ey shot at my wife and child.
another bullet hit my fa an

diEll ]

"They wiped out nearly all my family
members. They were fully armed. I saw them
with my two eyes. The only thing they did ot

+ Senator Suswam,
during the on spor
assessment of the
victims of the attack

ﬁaﬁm & 5
e

£ .victims squat on the

* floor to receive treatment

" 'blea killer herdsmen.”
posgblestacisly

e incident, hebsaj‘g: "There was
confusion everywhere as my brother was trying
to seetl’-::)w his family co’(:]d escape. In’ the
of trying to run away, they shot and
illed him."
Spml?ng in an interview with our corre-
spondent, one of the locals, Mr, lorzua
TPodu , who escaped narrowly from the
al’t/adg mented that his cassava ‘and guinea
farms, both measuring over five hectares, had
been destroyed by the herders.

nunities

Eogulation in
idan Sule in
Kardoroko have
been displaced
and are taking
refu in
Kardoroko main
town under the

isplacing the entire tion of the two
Slgural xgvanis who a[gog:]; taking refuge in
Kardoroko and Giza.

It was gathered that the herdsmen destroyed
farm cm&s, preventing the farmers from
mmiﬁ eir farms and even their homes and
forcing them to flee for dear lives.

President of TIDA, Comrade Peter Ahemba,
has since been holding series of meetings with
Fulani leaders as well as an emergency security
?(ound]Lr“n:A" with ﬂwmﬁved\airman of

eana lea wil warril u
nouotake&\glawd':\‘t%meirhmds. Sl

The Tiv leader who confirm the develo
ment to our correspondent and appealed:to the
Tiv farmers to remain as he had already

rted the matter to the Executive Govemnor
of Nasarawa State, Engr Abdullahi Sule, and he
was taking actions towards restoring peace in
thearea,

He appreciated Governor Sule for all his
efforts to ensure that peace returns to Nasarawa
State and the farmers are back to their farms and
homes.

Comrade Peter Ahemba appealed to
government to hasten efforts by deploying
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: mai_fableofpmvidingsecuﬁtyfo:&e
e

State Government, Professor Fohor,

SAN, expressed sadness over the

He reiterated the stand of the Berme State
Government that since the Federal Goverranent
has failed to provide i Eur&\e?Jple.a

e state
Weapons

licence should be approved for
vernment to procure soplusticated
;g';ﬁtecllnmury Volunteer Guards to protect
'ﬁngGovemor insisted that the limited
conventional security agencies were over-
stretched and i

were unable to
protection for the le of the state.
"We are

ing on our fur&\e

Federal Government to give us a license for our

AK47 and other -
The security agendes
case, our

H pacép(l)e have to defend themselves,” he said.

wvernor Ortom young people

to
stand firm and protect their lands, stating that

: selfhelpisﬂ'learﬂvopﬁonleﬂsixueﬂ\elﬂmmt
titis

administration at the centre has shown

sympathized with those who
ones in the attack on Gbeji and
them not to lose hope no matter the Grcum-
stances, saying the state government would
provide palliatives to offer succour to the

persons.

Senator Suswam in his remarks berated the
Federal Government for what he described as
its irresgonsibiliry and failure to provide

ity for it

" Accordin g to him, “the Federal Government
has failed in the protection of lives and

ro) ". He lamented that rising insecurity
d try

ved

this dastardly attack by herdsmen. This is totally
unacceptable by a]]byshndaxﬂs It is a dear
indication that ‘the Federal Government has
failed in protection of lives and property of the
people that they swore to egc::-tect
t this means in effect is that power has
totally in chang, h”“:\‘-ds‘me Kl ]{m
in ge now and come to ki

will and o freely, and no person msepve; o
Whis di

ile commending the bra of securi
operatives, Sel\ml)l'lE Rt ed ﬂ‘\:‘.‘?{
they had been overstretched, noting that amo:

r those killed were two policemen who he
my ) 'The herders now e freely on our farm ; security to the affected areas to calm the tension vere grossly i PO 0
gotﬂ“sngound wﬂﬁmyns gfv;?a'lc';' scs[w crops at both dag glr—xdg nighl{ They have | that w:)u’s brewing, He also nF aled to the state ::.:é? the ﬁwxpwﬁﬁ?e‘emgﬁi;QMd Rt cope
i vﬂTaa e;lure + mobilised their s from within and ‘outside Fngmmenk to provide rellel materials to the In his remarks, the Speaker, Benue Sta
RS e 7o everybody has deserted this | Keana Local Government, i IDPs who are in pains and hunger under the | fouse of Assembly and PDP. VE:.’?DISN
o . }Hch'hasa ge population of Tiv {  "Our hope of going back eventually to | min pending when normalcy would retum to | candidate Engr Ubya, ressed gs:m P
mmunity wi i harvest our crops, which Is our only means of | thearea, the unpm;loked ldlling:)lclpesa.id had neo:‘fvgr
im:Amlmsﬁm—mwn victim, Mr Donald lorshe, | survival has bcenu das};ﬁd;:m]iv,m :M:'c ;}Q Following the massacre at Gbeji, Governor | too long without the Federal Ggeemnn enl;
said what hap on that fateful day was | home eventua e of il o ha | Samuel Ortony the Senator representing Benwe | arresting the situation.
regrettable. The attacks, he said, left close to 20 ctu{i families and take care of other needs," he g.lorr.h-Ensatw Senn\orlalBlgtl\slrigt, Dr Gabriel |  The insisted that since the Pederal
: s infaries while many o said. uswarn » Benue State House of | Government was not ready to i i
mlseﬁﬁﬂ“! w;g;‘lu:gﬂmfg fg.m Gidan | T aéamﬁgdﬁi %ﬁﬁdﬂf&“ﬁuﬁeﬁﬁ\ﬁﬁ Enmg;'m'}?il uﬂnnds%({igmtﬁg;i cnmtiaigate, tostc; the Beg\;;.‘ kéumgscotﬁe Jé?;;‘é?iﬁ‘é“m
i -"ft a5 a 5a T ’ 5 Uba; resentatives cence to the State Governm TOCUTe
Gule sl e 2 addenly attacked us | Udekor, Henen Samucl, Suegn Oter a well 83§ member for Ukum/Logo/Katsina-Ala Federal Brearms for Volunteer Guards mﬁﬁﬁmm
Wil a5 o t, killed 10 the other [%0 a}’hn ent e Constituency, Dr Rich Gbande, among ! conventional agendes in tackling insecurity
ple it mﬁ””m‘ y who are now in Over 1,000 persons have been displaced an o | others, yesforday visited the community. | thestate. ty in
ﬁi‘;?im C mary ] are taking refuge at Kadarko, Giza towns an Ad the farnilies of the victims and other Speaker Uba also advocated the e
Almost every surviving member of Gidan | other places wi dKeamLGA. ris . | survivors during the visit, Governor Ortom ! state police mmablemd\smteofﬂmmhon. of
P e ity has fled their homes for fear of Our comrespondent gathered there is * who was represented by the Secretary to the  todeal with rising security chall federation
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