ALES of deaths, homelessness,
and material losses have
continued to reverberate from
| one part of the country to another
as an end to the havioc wrea
by flood incidents that swept
= through the land in the last two
weeks appears not yet in sight.
In many communities from north to sou!}c.'f
hordes of hapless ditizens are locked in_gri
over the hav& wreaked by floods i different

f the country. In some pitiable instances
ek watch t
fe Lifeless bodlies of

operators pull
Frmaneten
husbands
B O vite Boating

helplessly watch their
ang beirig taken out or
the other way round.

affected the
gytalm
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Sunvivor;

Nwanosike Onu, Awka, Emma
Elekwa, Onitsha, Simon Utebor,
Yenagoa; Mike Odiegwu, Port
Harcourt; Linus Oota, Lafia;
Uja Emmanuel, Makurdi; Justina
Asishana, Minna; Chris Njoku,
Owerri; Elo Edremoda, Warri
and Okungbowa Aiwerle, Asaba.

Management Agmgz (NEMA) but we refused to
heed the advice and we are s)uffering for it," he

said,

A worse viclim was.Mr Ptﬂm‘ rd
@Iml his wife and three children, The sobbing

wbreadwinner told one of aur correspondents:

“I'm short for words. This is the worst situation 1
have ever been in life, Where do [ start from with
my wife and three children lost?"

. The flood menace in Ogbaru has been the worst
in the six affected local government areas,
acmrdqu to the SEMA boss, Odenigbo,
A visit 1o one of the holding camps in Otuocha
0

Anambra East Local Gor

According to the Execulive Secretary of State : e

Emi Management Agency SEMA, Chief

m the chall of accommodation,
facilities like nwtlz_mgtgebudcets and cooking

utensils are ;fmas]y inadequate.
Regrettably, while many IDPs are busy
hing for safer grounds 1o relocate to, snakes,
ythons “and other reptiles pushed out by the
are also for where to hidé ther
t man and reptiles are

ce.

That has been the case at St. 's Catholic
CHirch, Orbache Unmnioda: . Ogpent Local
Government Area where reptiles have infiltrated

i ocal government areas’ in Anambra
State. The affer:tedgLGAs include Anambra East,
Anambra West, Ayamelum, Awka North, Thiala
and Ogbaru. § o

Many others remain gggped.m their houses
them.is Mathew

adys.__
me. We were

t] & experience for
forewarned by the National Emergenc

chonu who -

igbo, lods have alréady laken over %mtv[ﬂunlly all the IDP camps are overstretched.  Club,

the cany % vit(:irim:; Tbtgbghildmn are also |
e cold and mosquito bites. "‘
xg_‘s:dof the c.\m{a‘s occupants, Mr. Chuka |
Osadebe, who was at the facility with members of |
his family, narrated how one of his daugh
bitten by'a snake, :
He said: "While several other residents were
relocating to stay with their friends and relations; |
we didnt have anywhere to run to, because none
of my relations and friends are within the locality.
That'was why we decided to come here, ]
"Although 'this place appears to be a bit better |
than where we came frony, it has not been easy for |
mg&nd my f-.u:s]\ily. e ctfacrdd hen
e were asleg, other day when a snake
crawled into this ;?lnoe and bit m}y daughter. But, |
thank God, it is gradually healing even without
;mx medication.” 4
t Umuzu community in
Government

ters was i

baru Local

Area, many” of lh?lgesidents are
trapped. A~ community leader, Christopher
Okwusa, said there was rio sn%le P camp in the §
entire area, He.saitd the closest one in Okija was
cien ]

Okv{:qosa, the Chairman of Children of Farmers |

ub, said:
"It 1s indeed an ugly situation. I lost all. My farm |
e S L A
and my ne. A lot of o 4
R L S,
‘ather (ayle)
Otuocha, no er than 700 displaced nsl'
were sighted. Those who
correspondents com,
w&asaf s of mai gy PO
e of the occuy , Adao , said:"
are making use ngl mats alr?d wmggle‘rls,“gg
*CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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improvised bedding
1s grossly inadequa
At Iviowa Odekpe, a House of Rep tativ
member, Hon. L‘I\T\}k\\'uk.\ Onxnnt J I:T\L\:;L}v.:.‘l‘\
three-storey building for the hotising nl'llhl\
Heealso provided the victims witl clic
matenals while many of them battled Inrls[:no? -

Despair, agony, horror in Bayelsa

In Bayelsa State, many lmhgun: and residents
alike hive been qmgtn songs of despair, agony
gdm Tor, no tha i]m devastating ﬂh
011‘-:1 Ch\-e hit many hnnn_ cs and mmmumln.\. in Lhc

With m.:mv areas located within flood plains and

clow sea lévels, floodi bommcgm\wt an
annual occurrence in the state since 2012

kh\b\’}'n]e few persons have lost their lives duri
~their residences
others are beggin

Ti Y g
Vll'\% g them to lnlEInaﬁy govem

to rdoca
Placts hke Biseni, T
Tombia- Ammoma Roa(é{.“bla Eﬁhamm lhiE,

ena%)a and towns such
Otuoke faang the

Rwers and tributari Rn ver Ni
the Epic Croek have muﬂo\féd thelr‘ o et

Many other Qommumhs such as Sampo
Kaiama, Qloranma, Sabagreia, O Skalobar it
Ekeremor and Kolokuma-Opokuma
local government areas are equally mpacted.

a woman identified simpl:
ﬁ%{%hﬂu in Ofobo comn?u);nas
“but Tesidert-HE) Yenagoa, the Stae

lngccamed \nE the sad story

her son, Temedx Yerimene, drowned m a’fl
near their area.

Madam Carol said: "When [ came back Emmlhe
market, [ was told my son had vimmi
with &mnd‘sl thouy, );hewasstgxomgﬁrsu‘ngmmg
Tising water level at the compound.

“Later, one of his friends told me my son had
been dragged by flood into the canal

Temedi was killed by
flushed him into a c[iEK

t;‘:\ The food they are giving us

fng,
where they cke out a

flood that

comm
Sadly, a Police Sergean Akpolobode,
also yth]sowndoseofé andhormrfmm
the dmsis. Abpo Akpolobode. v rtedly fook a
an buJ.]c a two-

bank fadli
belimomedty

TO Commu-

mtmeenagoa.losH‘usenurebuﬂdmgto

%ngmrlm

many have been sacked from '
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ancestors but Tdon't want to get drowned. Let the
people that are ruling us coméand rescue me
Flooded roads, others

A tour of the Bast West Road connecting, the
Southsouth region to Lagos, the ‘ﬂulhn-L\f\ and
other parts of the country’ revealoed that flooding
was already affecting some sections of the road,

Worse hit is the Patani section, a town in Delta
State that shares boundary with Bayelsa commu-
nities such as Adagbabitd — which is already
submenged.

The Mbiama Bridge, which _connects many
Engenne mnu‘mn‘nhumlimn’ilnlulu Bayelsa, is
also being threatened by rampaging fl walers
from the Aver underneath which'is full to the brim.

Floods have affected some roads, particularly
the Bulou-Orua axis on the Sagbama-Ekeremor
Road, which has been cut off due to the pressure
from rampaging flood.

Schools in Bayelsa State are on a six-week break
to protect pupils and students from the disaster.

Government intervention

Although the surging flood is at its worst :mgr
across Nigeria at the moment, the Peokzle of
Bayelsa, one of the worst hit states, shoul least,
heave a for some relief as the guwzmmr:nl is
not entirely leaving them to their fate.

Recently, the Douye Diri-led govcrnment
maugum()ed task force on_ flood n%
Governor also proved an |mhal s'um N450
million for the rgomhon of lnccd
floods across the state to hi ergmun s and [ur
the provision of relief mal

The exercise, a to him, would com-

mence 1mmedmtely and would carried out on a
local government

The state Task Force Commiittee on Flood
" Mitigation, and Management said the only way to
manage the situation was to construct water

barriers across the shorelines of flood-prone
communities in the state.
T&e msklfome mrm-ruutge &%muf?ro, went on an
onr-the-spot mspechon ur of mmuniti
affected 2022 floods in th: sg risiting
enagoa and KoIokuma/Opnkuma L
areas visited were Yena main_town, Obele,

Agudama-Epie, Akenfa- ple and Igbogene-Epie

communities in the state capital, which were
largelysu merged.

Other areas lnspected’ e task force in
Yena were th Zammat?O kodia/Biseni Clan
where it was observed that all the commumt:es in
that axis were totally submerged as flood vi
were seen stayiny, %uon the tarred road, wh:ch is
. now the only land in the area and their
temporary place of abode.

Suffering was boldly written all
over their faces. Hatdship, a&c})l A
-~ a

Narrating his icament, the ala.nd mconve:ﬁ?c;smve
F"]ll‘i"?al'tglzr\ on h::hu Efch?lte“lrias;e Regrettably, while flood gco\\l;“;e telling on the
ow that was his consolation 4 victims,” who could ot hold
had sweptaway. many IDPs are back their but cried to
Ak olobodehswho is now busy searchmg for g&f’;ﬂﬁwa all levels to
dﬁldr;‘\sf\a?lrelomtedtos‘lay with safer grounds to | The ugly otgclie of rh?
relauvsmlt:bvgﬂa m A WCEEl  olocate to, snakes, : devasiaung was nol
police officer, whom man; Rmythons and other ggmnf’éé%l‘ﬁc‘?%d osttl::ﬁ
of his neighbours and colleagues, il T3 B:11 @8 2s Kalama, Gbaran-Ama,
Mﬂ'asi' a._ g an reptiles pushed o i Okoloba and Sabagreia.
and federal m totbwcsormn‘: by the ﬂDOdS are Their farmland.?, cmglsh and
tothe ad of e }.M P also searching for | ?v&c;rir wathed awa Iweven as
Py el here to hide their | BRI Sfégg‘;;
that their latri] heads, with the citadels of leaming have also
month was still taking a toll on 4 been engulfed by the waters.
miabitants Wit Siasiaill  result that man and | KR
mg W""&""‘." ox . H i Commissioner for Environ-
She explained that while those (NI IR LRI Commisioner for_ Faviron-
Hho v e rer rovets or (i R (g LIl the tmck force revealed that the
T i tate e Ministry o
elsewhere, those of {‘Jorks anu nfrastructure had

strand
victims at_Akudama
m%ur?ifty n Biseni Clan, Chief Profit Joel,
who was led by flood, said their suffering
oacasioned the incident was better imagined
than experi

) been a yearly occurrence and we
haljg e "m for 3\2 mtgwunhm of govern-
ments atall levcé to provide a lasting solubion but
e should be ided to

"A lasting solution provi save
us from lh:syearly agony. Weamrea]iy g
"We are also appealing to the ovanmmt to
succour d.m us relief
pm&daelsusmd also mbyevv;?l):ate us to aghabnable

bcatmn.
octogenarian at Gbaran-Ama

kuma LGA, said she had been
mlopo dlié;nolsl?ave anywhere to
stay.

ho did not want her name

mﬂn‘sung;i wsald ﬂ‘:’UUEh she W"“Jd ]011"! her
ancestors when the time comes, d not
want to d.lebydmwnmg

longer have a pl Iaoemla rny
}gflﬂmwd. gul;\?eabo‘uilﬂteafu tive lookin; ?
where to s Orne can endure l.mgvzrb'usta
mestau;](em mter? How long can one stay

n]mvgyold.]hnwlwﬂlsocnjommy
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already kick-started the water
bamers construction project,
Odi and Sampou commiuni-
ties m Opokuma LGA and
Okutukutu community in Yenagoa as pilot
areas, adding that the expefiment had paid off.

Accordin, Gharanbiri, Odi oommuruty,
95 cenl

it useémlg ?leoofcliolgd Phani lsIo tl{’erwater
E;?ncr constructed across nsshorchne

It was observed that what protected the River
Nun water fmm overflowing the community was
glaningly higher E?.‘H.“"i‘n °é‘b“‘f i

ut was unabie
g]?éhj because o E:hﬂl'll"ler The situation has
sayve for some areas

d
f e cnmmumty ate through canals from

w water had to penel
bush. e

At Sam,
su'nila.r feat w.
Eve waler was preven
from flowing into the town.

ter was, however, submergin
mﬁgr?\ behind the community throu,
from the bush.

speaking, the Commissioner for Works and
Inbabaare, o Teibonwel, noed that he and

u, Governor Diri's country home, a
as observed astlj’he waterde}rd ;t lt’he[
I LT oV |
b e

some
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. u:tlms of flood at IDP cam
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ensure total protection from fl g,
communities, P S 't.hose 4 mﬂmm p :in?e:j‘)t:i&\)\'a that s J {"
. Flood incidents separate families ' ha“’es‘tln\‘ovember vas submenged. My
G‘h! uniﬂ’
in Rivers i properties are buried in the watet and e W0 |
The flood incidents have also left [many people P “ﬁ,fe“ the ool level Even NI0 ]
devnstah:d in_Rivers State. One of the victims, | SOIVe the setback this flood has done tome. CEthelavd |
l&m—Adnemea is in tnuma Hcr booming | . Ldidnotu motan ; CasSava becsel bt |
Wh y Q%.& 5 1 of ﬂoocli which we ha lu\lm\"flb happeni® |
o ere do me?‘ H we realised what v
narrated her ondeal in the Omoku amawepgfuﬁwst}ui H lhe\ml\:r‘md‘ m.oywﬂrmmﬁ'&
State. i Business activities have been g Sthout mb :
Chika has since fled her A, h community in | }¥¢ Sannot access the communy i
Ogba-E -Neon; Local Toverama Area, | Hungeris what we face here. | x \mh m‘
leavmg separated from her r:hﬂdmn who she § My children to Port Harcourt to sy, U ing §
uncle's place in Port Harcourt | e. ] am in my uncle's house in H
w}]u‘ll_!le she mkm refuge in Omoku. - il S eking outa h‘rﬁ}ﬁ::i‘ i
e entire comnunity cked ! T Sandra anurse i
by the mvaging Hoods, Buﬂd\n mads an‘('iﬂm i her pharmaceu Uhgl store her means “bf.,l{égedbﬂ :
have all gane under water. Even the i 15 no more. The dry, has been SUIE o tod |
houses are not spc\md as the entire anca 10013 llke i Water. Sandra said she ﬂed with het Sl deep ¢
ngm&fm — i nearby village in Imo State where they W?
a m ma-Ndoni, a i nang naird :
paﬂpof Ahoada ﬁ\" »ovummei\“f s'g'“ﬁg}s“é | She baid T have lost millions of .
owing with water. The East-West Ruad i ﬂ°°d- 1t damaged Iy pint*:
between oada and Bayelsa axis has tumed into | 'l am a nurse. I run il fnsudde“
the Enst-West river, dyered lmpamble by h@-‘. H mmmumti' bumwassubnﬂ‘S"d q dﬁrof"fd !
current floods, v "We w eupm morning an muﬂ“’:
Like others in , the flood is a | ﬁwtwater d soaked e inclu ;
major setback for Al\‘.ho ‘she lost other | ﬁ“me‘lﬁht plots of hndwheze 1farm. the s |
valuables, her major concern er cassava | d not enter ﬁ‘e\mtm'toup"éc’ and V"4
business, w]-u uherma]orsoumofmme | water keeps for | :
Chika s I lm% sava on a large | lsmﬁunglmndommlvasew 5 o oiled
expanse of lan it mcessmg ! woke up to see P
it "into mava i de by water, and itis mrm“) :J'("[L
Un.fummatel , the ﬂood Elwayhﬂlf-plot ! l%‘se“"t}rl:m“veal’mﬂmm 5{ p1n by d}j\:\u .
H it pened in d you SNG
31eszud "lam a businesswomanand a farmer. ] | ©Verywhere g aabm p.‘"d hore B ™ !
m.lganr..pmandseummme i drugs when water touchcs thent 3
%oodhasdnn_? mxslmexplaia\abe One needs | Tmhi Tout NBm‘mﬁn ‘33'
ence it before ane can erstand. H ve los than n
'slx‘ﬁuws the worst we have had in recent times, | ©oupled with gyorgnm it s daunting £
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