Survivors of banditry in
Chikun, Igabi, Kajuru
and Birnin-Gwari local
government areas of
Kaduna State have
relived horror tales of
killing, maiming and
kidnapping by gunmen,
as security forces take
the battle to the dreaded
bandits,
ABDULGAFAR
ALABELEWE reports.

N the last five to ten years, many com-
munities in the mostly agrarian
Chikun, Igabi, Kajuru and Bimnin-
Gwari local government areas of Kaduna
State have come under series of attacks
from bandits. Many have been killed,
maimed or kidnap while thousands
of people were displaced after their com-
munities were sacked. o
The most worrisome are the Birnin-
Gwari villages where bandits are firmly
in charge. They take taxes to allow villag-
ers access to their farms, ream";ﬂ";)u
into terrorism, forcibly marry villagers'
daughters and turn the farmers into
slaves.
The dark days however appear to be fad-
ing out as the commurutes, gg
those in the suburbs of the state capital,
now sleep with their two eyes closed,
thanks to the military and police troops
making great exploit against the dreaded

Some the survivors of who spoke with
The Nation however called for sustt;n;anﬁe
of the military operations against the ban-
dits, sayi:ngﬂ:at those who impoverished
them and made them suffer, deserve no

We paid to bandits taxes we never
paid to government - Farmer

A farmer in Bimnin Gwari Local

Government Area, Malam Musa
Lawal, said himself and other farm-
ers in Kungi village have paid to
bandits sums of money they had
never paid to the government since
they were born.
He said: “These people took over
our community and telling
us what to and whatnot to do. They
started by kidnapping us, then we
paid ransom and got released.

“Virtually every family in m
village has had one or two people
kidnapped and ransom paid. It got
toa g‘?l;nt that nobody could go to
the again because they feared
that they would be kidnapped. So,
practically, we could not farm
again.
”éainen the bandits now realised
that we had nothing left to sell and
pay them ransom, they allowed us
to start going to the farm on condi-
tion that we would be paying them
taxes from the profit we made from
our farm produce.

“We agreed to that because help
was not coming from the govern-
ment. It is either you pay them
money or they collect certain per-
centof your harvest.

“For example, if you ‘l::nrvesgj 10
bags of uce, they will collect
hwgnsbagsa:?gven three baﬁ:. Itisan
outrageous form of tax that even
government has never taken from

us,
“In fact, I have never paid any
direct tax to the government except
ou go to the market and they col-
ect small money at the gate before
youbring in your produce.

‘In fact, the bandits are not even
satisfied with what they are getting
from us. They too are now farming
because they feel we are getting
more of the produce than them.

“My kidnap
experience
was not just
traumatic, it
was deadly.
So I will
even prefer
death to a
repeat of
that horrific
experience.
“l am telling
you, if
kidnappers
come for
me again,
God forbid,
I will tell
them | am
not going
with them.
“| know the
worst they
will do is to
kill me, but |
prefer death
to that
experience.”
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“We would not have had any
problem with them using our land
to also farm, but the problem is that

they are too lazy to cultivate their
own farm, so they force us to go
and work on their farm without be-

ing paid.

“ﬁzey have exploited us and now
want to turn us into slaves on our
ancestral land.

“So, we welcome this mili
operation, and we want it extended
to the entire western part of Birnin-
Gwari so that we can live a peaceful
life once again.”

I'll rather die than get kid-
napped again -Septuagenarian
One of the survivors of the several
kidnap attacks in Chikun Local
Government Area, Alhaji Abdul
Shafiu, a septuagenarian who was
kidnapped in his home in August
2021 alongside his two daughters,
told The Nation that he would rather
be killed than get kidnapped again.

Shafiu said: “My kidnap experi-
ence was not just traumatic, it was
deadly. So I will even prefer death
to a repeat of that horrific experi-

ence.
“I am telling you, if kidnappers
come for me again, God forbid, 1
will tell them I'am not going with
them.

“I know the worst they will do
is to kill me, but I prefer’death to
that experience.”

He added: “On that fateful day, 1
went to the hospital for a check-u
as 1 was just recovering from cold.
am asthmatic, so I don't joke with
my health,

“I was given medicines at the
hospital and | was just in the sitting
room waiting to have my dinner
and take my medication before go-
ing to bed. It was justaround 7 pm.
“Then my daughter came back

022

from work, and as she was just driv-
ing into the compound, her sister
went to open the door for her and
these criminals jumped the fence
into my compound and followed
my daughters into the house.

“1 wanted to move and one of
them holding a machete threatened
to cut me into pieces if moved.
would have dared him, but I just
looked back and saw the other ones
with guns, like brand new rifles,
and I mellowed down.

“So, my two daughters and I were
marched out of the house into the
bush.

“I saw hell at the hands of those
criminals. First, they subjected us to
trekking kilometres in the bush
barefoot. Luckily, my daughters
had their own shoes on.

“Along the line, one of my dauglx—
ters fell down and they” couldn't
wait to pick her because they sus-
ted that they were being chased

y vigilante men. That wasiow she
esca

“But for me and her sister, we
spent three weeks in the bandits'
en. They moved us from one
camp to another inside the farest.
“Eventually, my family sold our
hard-earned property to pay ran-
som, both in cash and materials.
They collected money in millions
and’ two motorcycles before we
were released.

“The most traumatic moment
for me there was when the bandits
were negotiating with my family
members for ransom,

The bandits, small boys, none of
them by my estimation was up to
30 years of age, but they would put
a gun on my shoulder while mak-
ing phone call to my family and fire
the gun. The sound at that close
range would make me go deaf for
close to one hour or even more,
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“In fact, there was a day g
leader, Lt;ey cal]ed[ him Boka, E)A,sk;g r%?antg
put my leg on a log of wood, that s
my farnily refus_ed to cooperate, he wi"&fg
break iny EE:IMTIEUHEL lI)put my leg be-
ause | could not hav,

%md the shot. PR tnhe
“Then, I gradually turned

causeldiglr'l't feel any paj TT\Q?S%CE&
ered that the bullet'didn't hit me, I was
mﬁ(li\?d, buItwelglaade outalive,

. “Now, I am happy because th, -
rity operatives have "been anestiiéefhue
bandits responsible for that Operation,

one the other. Recently, I h
the gang leader, Boka }m:r!{'self ?Jsdggﬁ

arrested.
"Mla(ybe ncw;r1 I can be thinkin,
back to my house, because | -
doned the house I built wil:l-f\:r\\’; ?mzraﬁ-
earned gratuity for more than a Year now,
I will consider going back to my house
because I know it is that Boka that is re-
mle for most attacks in the
kun Loc vernment where I live,
In fact, while I was in his captivity, he
told me of the several attacks that Iam
also aware of, that he led operations.”

Bandits killed m
r%il;t in m! front, but
-Displaced landlord

g of going

security guard
escaped narrowly

A senior banker and landiord in New Mil. B
Hermiam City, Chikun Local Government__ &

aw death = §

€a O una State
“Tace to face, but he escaped miraculoust
as bandits shot his security guard right in
Hispresence.—— i -
" According to the banker, he went out
with his security man popularly called
Mai-Guard that evening to assist a neigh-
bour who had put a distress call to him,
but the bandits, who had laid an ambush

on the way, shot his guard in the head at_

close Tange. -
He said: "Before that night in June 2020,
we had never experienced bandits attack
in our communty. All we knew were
petty thieves who came in the afternoon
when everyone must have gone to work,
to steal valuable items.

“So, that night, a neighbour who had

told me on two occasions that some Seo-
ple usually came to knock on his window
around 10 pm, put a call across to me that
he just received a call from another neigh-
bour of ours that some people were trying
to break into his house.
“I quickly told my Mai Guard wno had a
local gun about the development and we
moved, We first went to the house of the
neighbour that called me and we all
moved to house bein%;armcked together.

“Onour way, the Mai Guard, who was
also holding a torch, was just flashing it
round, then he beamed the light on one of
the bandits who had laid ambush. Imme-
diately, the bandits fired him in the head
whs.i;;! the remaining two of us scampered

tosalety. .
“We didn't realise the enormity of the
problem on our hands until my Mat
Guard was shot. Then, the person who
called me immediately called the soldiers
of the task force in our area. Luckily for
us, the soldiers came in less than 10 min-
utes, .
“But before they came, the bandits
had succeeded in breaking into the first
house and taken one of our neighbours
and his 12-year-old daughter. But they
didn't retreat immediately, because they
obviously came with plan to break into
houses and kidnap many people. ]
“So they were busy bre g the wall o
another house when the soldiers arrived,
but that didn't deter them. They contin-
ued while a part of the group engaged the
soldiers in a shootout. Eventually, they
had to run away due to the superior fire
the soldiers. .
pmggri::fe then, it has been over two years
now but I cannot go back to my house. I
am now back to paying rentagain. I know
the situation is now calm_,tbut 1th}< h:ls Sr;svt
been for me, because it was
the di:s that killed my Mai Guard but
just escaped by miracle.

In fact, there
was a day the
gangleader, F
¢ they called him -
3 Boka, asked me A
{ to put my leg on +
a log of wood,’;
that since my
i family refused to
i Cooperate, he .
would break my«; -
leg with bullet. ]’ --
| putmyleg .
% because’l could
; not have
objected, thHen:
he fired the -

“We are happy that the security agencies
are now givinﬁ]the bandits bleeding nose
and we pray that the criminals are com-
pletely wiped out very soon.”

The military have in the past few
weeks taken the battle to the doorstep of
the bandits in their forest hideouts, neu-
tralising the nfarauders, destroying their
camps and rescuing hostages,

The most recent of the successful military
outings was the rescue of 10 chained hos-
tages after a fierce gun battle between the
troops and the bandits, where many of
the terrorists were taken out, and the {dll-
ing of some of the bandits who attacked
the Nigerian Defence Academa/ ! A)
olle

and kidnapped 37 students of e of
Forestry Mechanization in Afaka, [gabi
Local Government Area.

The mastermind of the NDA attack
and notorious bandit identified as Boderi
Isiya, was re%ce);‘ted by the military to

d

have esca killed in the gun duel
by a whisker.
Ti,le consistent military operation where

victims are now being rescued without
ransom payment has no doubt reduced
tension in the state, just as it has denied
the en the freedom to regroup to
planﬁ'dmp attacks.

On Thursday September 1, the
Kaduna State Commissioner of Internal
Security and Home Affairs, Samuel
Aruwan, reported the killing of two ban-
dits by the Troops of ration Forest
Sanity in Bimnin-Gwari al Govern-
ment Area, saying that the troops over-
powered the bandits during a shootout.
According to Aruwan, “Troops of Opera-
tion Forest Sanity made further gains as
they continued fighting patrols and clear-
ance operations in the Birnin Gwari area.

“In an operational feedback to the
Kaduna State Government, it was re-
ported that the troops embarked on the
clearance patrol along the Birnin Gwari-
Doka-Sabon Layi-Kuriga-Maganda-Farin
Ruwa Road. j
“The troops made contact with the ban-
dits at Fanin Ruwa, Two bandits were neu-
tralised in the encounter as the criminal
elements were fort:efcilre to withdraw under
the troops' superior wer.”

Simﬁarly,%e:Wedn};gday, September
7, the Security Commissioner reported
that troops of the Nigerian Army repelled
bandits around Fondisho general area,
along the Kaduna-Zaria Road in Igabi Lo-
cal Government area, sayingl at the
troops, in quick response to credible intel-
ligence, set up an ambush position at the

Fo i A

location.

“On entering the area, the bandits sprang
the ambush and came under intense fire
as they were stoutly repelled by the
troops. Two of the criminals were thus
neutralised.

On Saturday, September 10, the mili-

tary operation recorded additional mile-
stone as troops killed many terrorists, in-
cluding a lieutenant of the notorious ban-
dit, Boderi Isiya, who masterminded the
attack on NDK, Kaduna.
Aruwan had said in a statement that secu-
rity agencies' feedback to state govern-
ment that “Notorious bandit, Boderi Isiya
has narrowly escaped being neutralised
while his deadly second in command and
several other fighters were gunned down
by Nigerian Army troops.

“A painstaking check with credible

human intelligence sources further con-
firmed that Boderi and his terror group
had a bad day at the hands of the combat-
ready troops.
“The troops engaged the bandits around
the Tollgate General Area of Chikun
LGA. The bandits scrambled in retreat,
only to run into another ambush laid by
the troops in Sabon Gida general area.

“The troops engaged the bandits fero-
ciously and ultimately subdued them.
Corpses and weapons were recovered at
the scene while some of the terrorists
eventually died from bullet wounds.
“Boderi's deadly second in command,
one Musti, was among those identified to
have been eliminated alongside one Yel-
low Mai-Madrid and one Dan-
Katsinawa, with others yet to be identi-
fied. Some of the terrorists are battling
with life-threatening wounds.

“Musti and Bogeri were responsible
for the security breach at the Nigerian De-
fence Academy, Kaduna, and the kidnap-

ing of students of the Federal College of

orestry Mechanization, the Emir of
Bungudu and several other citizens last
year,” he said.
On Monday, September 12, troops of the
Nigerian y also rescued six kid-
napped victims during clearance patrols
conducted around the :K:mgon Kadi area
in Chikun Local Government Area of the
state.

According to operational feedback to
the state government by the Army, the
troops, under the Operation Forest San-
ity, embarked on a clearance operation
from Damba to Kangon Kadi, and fired
on identified bandit locations around the
Kangon Kadi Forest, Labi and the Udawa

River.
The Security Commissioner said, “Ban-
dits fled from the Kangon Kadi area un-

der the superior wer of the troops,
leaving behind six kidnapped victims at
their camp. The victims were rescued by
the h'oogs, and are identified as follows:
lliya Gide, Rabi Ali, Hussaina Gide, Na-
omi Nuhu and her baby, Pamela Barg,
Also on Tuesday, September 13,
troops of tion Forest Sanity neutral-
izedpsivegf?;ldﬂs and dislodged camps
during clearance operations conducted
across some hard-to-reach locations span-
ning Chikun and Igabi LGAs and rescued
10 victims chained together.
Aruwan, in a release to journalists, said:
“As disclosed in an operational feed
the troops neutralised an u ified
number of bandits while clearing out in-

surgent and bandit camps at Apewohe in
Chifun LGA. .

“The operation extended to Dakwala
and Kunai hills in the same LGA, where
more hideouts were cleared, though no
contact was made with bandits.

“Another camp was similarly disl

at a locaton inoxm as Daban Lawal
Kwalba' in Igabi LGA, after the troo
overpowered heavily armed bandits
guarding hostages. The troops, after
clearing C{Jutﬂ'leelﬁmdiﬁ, stormed the hide-
outs and rescued 10 kidna Eersuns
who were chained and bour?c?‘eg ropes,

“The troops untied the hostages, who
were identified as follows: S Aliyu,
Ayuba Yakubu, Ibrahim Ahmsheed,
Aliyu Mohammed, Magaji Tasiu, Nasiru
Ahmed, Mohammadu lbrahim, Ayuba
Abdulsalam, Kelvin Musa and Paul)n};"at-
nckK.

“The troops who came under further at-
tack in the thick forest, successfully evac-
uated the hostages to a military facility.

“Furthermore, a camp was cleared at
Rafin Gwaska, Igabi where the fol-
lowing items were recovered, among
other effects: Three locally made rifles,
ine, One AK~47 top
cover, Four B oeng radio chargers,
Eleven mobile phones, Three music
boxes, Two sets o military uniforms, One
fragjacket, Spanners, knives and chains.”
Some community leaders have however
attributed the recent successes to the gal-
lantry moves of the new General Officer
Commanding (GOC), 1 Division Nige-
rian Army, Major General Taoreed
Lagbaja who has been severally ap-
plauded for gallantly leading his froops
to battle field.



