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¢ “Bandit

1 HE Birmin-Gwari Emir-
ate Progressives Union
6 (BEPU) has said thatban- _

dits blocked roads, killed two
3 | persons and abducted many
people in their area after the

- | visit of the new General Offic- __

- | er Commanding (GOC) 1 Di-.
“vision of the

| Kaduna an Thursday. s
~ In a statement by Ishaq Us-

1gerian . Army——

e

block roads, kill two, kidnap ™
many after GOC's visit to Kaduna

eMan seized after delivering N7m ransom
eGunmen demand N90m to free Ondo victims

From AbdulGafar Alabelewe,
Kaduna and Osagie Otabor,
Akure

surveillance on Wednesday

31st August, 2022 through Ka-

‘"duna to Birnin-Gwari and

man Kasai, the chairman of

P

blocked Birnin-Gwari-Funtua

Road, following the surveil-

L

team.

Thebandits blockecl_tbg'ga_gi__
since Thursday, September 1,
killed a commerdial driver and
‘kidnapped many travellers.
The road is still a no-transit _
_zone, it was said.-
— They also said the bandits

attacked Damari community
- | on Saturday, killing one per-_
1 [ son_and looting shops. _
- | __The statement reads in part:_
"The Union witnessed that the _
new General Officer Com- _
manding (GOC) of 1 Division
of the Nigerian Army Kaduna
rsonally led a team-of gal-
ant troopsand wenton ground
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Birin-Gwari to Funtua roads

... Where some successes were
BEPU) noted that bandits . recorded including neutralis-

ing and arresting some ban-

Tance visit by the GOC and his — %

" "The effort is commendable
and we sincerely appreciate
and commend the Govern-

- ment and the Nigerian troops

for this achievement and re-
newed move in combating in-
security in the area.
”Re&:ﬁettably, BEPU ob-
serves that the armed bandits
blocked Birnin-Gwari to Fun-
tua Road following the earlier
surveillance by the GOC and
his team. The bandits blocked
the road since Thursday, 1st
Secftember, 2022 which coin-
cide with Birnin-Gwari Market
Day, killed a commercial driv-
er and kidnapped scores of

travellers who are yet to be
freed. The road is still a no-

transit zone.” _
BEPU also said other com-

said.

Kidnappers, who a
some burial guests lr[:d()u;tsd
State, have demanded I\.’Ei(}r:;J

miinities have been attacked _to release them.

since the GOC’s visit.

The association called for
nore troops in the area.

Friends and relations of the
Divisional Police Officer (DPO)
who was kidnapped by terror-
ists on his way to assume duty
at Birnin-Gwari have raised
the alarm that the terrorists
threatened to kill the police
officer in captivity if their de-
mand was not met.

They said that despite pay-
ing N7 million to the hood-
lums, the terrorists have con-
tinued threatening to kill the
DPO.

It was said also that the gun-
men kept asking for more
money and even demanded a
motorcycle and N1 million
GSM airtime in one instance.

“Now, the person who took
the money has also been kid-
napped,” the DPO’s relative

The victims were returnin
from a burial ceremony in
Ewatto, Edo State, when they
were attacked at Ifon, a ber.
der town with Edo State,

Ondo State Commissioner
for Information and Orienta-
tion, Mrs Bamidele Ademola-
Olateju, who disclosed this at
a press briefing in Akure said
the state government was not
involved m the ransom nego-
tiation.

Mrs. Olateju stated that pav-
ment of ransom empowered
kidnappers to do more harm.

She said, “The victims went
for a burial at Ewatto town
They were retumning in a 3
seater Coastal bus hired from
Rufus Guwa Polytechnic when
they were attacked by suspect-
ed hdnappers. The kidnap-

s shot mnito the air and toox

8 of the passengers.”
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