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* Achoho

| five kidnap suspectski

IVE suspected kidnap-
|_pers have been killed in
a shootout with police in

Edo State. .
T An abducted vicim, Inno-
| the security personnel.
+—Iwo ,IO_calﬁ) /-made_pi
~cartnd§es an“ci—daamﬁ%vere re-
] om the scene, police
The Command’s deputy
spokesperson Jennifer Iwegbu
said in a statement yesterday
that policemen moved in on the
s after being tipped off.
” eat was achieved follow-_

command’s _disposal _that
hoodlums suspected to_be

_Area of Edo State

receipt of the informa-
tion, the command immediate-
ly mobilised its tactical team’s
operatives from the Ibillo sec-
tor, in collaboration with vigi-
lance members and hunters, to
the scene.
“Thekidnappers,onsighting
| the operatives, opened fi
them, which led to a gun duel

cént Achebe, 38, wasrescued by

| ing credible information at the

kidnappers were operating in..
| Akoko-Edo Local Government

lled in Edo police shootout
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o’Women easier targets’
e Another threatens to abduct Oyo varsity students

From Bisi Olaniyi, Benin City,
Uja Emmanuel, Makurdi and
Segun Showunmi, ibadan

that left five of the kidnappers

fatally injured, and were later_
Shldal dia

InBenue, a suspected kidnap
kingpin, one Samuel Achoho,
was arrested by police.

Achoho, said to be the last
of three kidnap suspects on the
wanted list, said he kidnapped
women because they cooper-
ate better when attacked.

Achoho reportedly said his
brother was also a kidnapper
and that a third member of the
gang was the son of a deceased
chief judge.

The suspect also said his
family house was used as a
kidnap den.

Police spokesperson Kate
Aneene said the suspect would
soon be charged to court.

Also, the Oyo State Police
Command yesterday said its

re on__officials arrested a suspected

member of a notorious kidnap
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syndicate, one Olarinde

Adekunle, over a threat to kad-

nap university students.
Police said the suspect usu-

ally ran detailed background
checks on targets and informed
them in writing of his intention

to abduct them except they
paid a stipulated sum in
ransom.

According to police prelim-
inary investigations, the sus-
pect sent a hand-written note
to a private university in Oyo
town threatening to abduct
three of its students if they
failed to pay N10,000,000.

A statement by the spokes-
man of the Command, Adewale
Osifeso, said the threat caused
panic and disrupted academic
activities in the mstitution.

“Basking under the eupho-
ria of what they presumed was
asuccessful scheme, and blind-
ed with greed, they decided to
extend a similar hand-written
notification to a branch office
of a New Generation Bank

within Owode Area, Oyowith
the intentions of invading it
later m the week.”

“Consequent upon this, dis-

creet forensic-based investiga-
tions were carried out and this
led to the arrest of one Azeez
Mufutau whose phone num-
bers were inscribed on the
“hand-written notes” sent to
the both the school manage-
ment and bank.”

“Upon questioning, the sus-
pect confirmed that the phore
number on the note was hisbut
denied being the author of the
document.”

“The investigation further
led to the arrest of one Olar-
inde Adekunle aged 37, who
contessed to being the author
of the hand-written note un-
der scrutiny and added that
Azeez Mufutau was used as a
decoy for the erpose of con-
cenling his direct involve-
ment.” )

Osifeso said investigation
was ongoing.
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