* Eight killed, 32 vehicles burnt in Southeast’s bloody Monday

n

e eIdemili secretariat, Magistrate’s Court burnt ® Two soldiers feared killed

ﬁ e Firm knocks Fire Service for not responding to distress calls

| T was ablOOAY_MQD_C}E}LIP_ From Nwanosike Onu, Awka;  combined team. He said: “In the early hours
the Southeast as gunmen  Chris Njoku, Owerri; Damian “In the process, six of the  of Monday, at about 1.45am,_

he ram-

page, killing and destroying

le- properties—
il Worst hit were Imo and An-
ambra states, where gunmen

and security agents engaged

in shootouts,leaving deaths in.
1 their wake.
Io! n Imo, the police killed six
at “=stispected members of the In-_
o digenous People of Biafra
o (POB) and its military arm
id == .
- Thessuspects were said to
ke haveattempted to burn down
the Palace of Imo State Chair-

u- man of the Council of Tradi-
2y  tional Rulers, Dr E. C. Okeke,
nt  inthe Orlu Local Gov
n “Area.
is- It waschaoticin Anambraas
1S gunmen engaged security op-
nt eratives in a gun duel.

Two soldiers were feared _

¢ Kkilled,but this could notbein- _

" ~dependently confirmed_

?_,uspect arsonists stormed

8 Zthe premises of the Enugu_

i Electricirg Distribution Com-_
any (

or -

o _Local Government Area

jo setablaze 32 of its vehicles.

ar Not done, they moved to the
local government Secretariatat.
Ogidi and set ablaze Magis-_

o- trateCourtand partof-the sec-

Sretariat building.—
’@ At least two persons enforc-
W Sing the sit-at-home in Anam-

1T bra were killed during a gun-

€ battle with a police patro]

team.

8 Police spokesman, Toochuk-

d Wulkenga a Depu%SSuperin-

n- tendent of Police (DSP), con-

he firmed the incident.

n-
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Duruiheoma, Enugu; Sunny
Nwankwo, Umuahia and
Okungbowa Aiwerie, Asaba

How a bloody day unfold-
ed

" The attacks came three days

after Anambra State Governor

Charles Soludo visited de-
tained IPOB_leader Nnamdi
Kanu.

“He (Kanu) expressed sad-
ness over what he described
as ‘sacrilegious killings” of in-
nocent persons, kidnappings
and all forms of criminalities,
including the brutal enforce-
ment of the senseless ‘sit at

home’ perpetuated by sundry

oups claiming to be acting
or or on behalf of IPOB,” Solu-
do said.

But the governor’s bid to
find lasting peace in the region
suffered a major setback yes-
terday.

The Imo incident occured at
about 8am when the hood-

Jums, in their numbers, ad-"

vanced in three Hilux vans

towards the palace while
EDC) at Ukwu _ ghooting into the air.

Police spokesman Michael
Abattam, a Chief Superin-
tendent of Police (CSP), said
the Command’s Tactical Team
joined by the military mobi-
*jsed to the palace.

“The hoodlums on sightin
the combined team engage
them in a gun duel, throwing

etrol bombs. -

“The gallant team respond-

ed, positioning themselves

pro essionaléﬁ'. '
“In the exchange of gunfire

that ensued, the hoodlums

were overwhelmed due to the

superior fire-power of the

- r— 11

hoodlums were neutralised
while others escaped with var-
ious degrees of gunshot inju-
ries.”

According to him, the oper-

atives recovered one pump
action gun, three blood-

stained cutlasses_and three_
Hilux Vehicles suspected to

" have been snatched from citi-

Zens.
He said calm was restored
in the area and the corpses

deposited in a mortuary. _
The attack on the soldiers in
Anambra took place at 3-3 Es-

the Ogidi District of EEDC
was set ablaze by unidentified
criminal elements, leaving
about 32 utility and operation-
al vehicles all burnt, including
other assets and equipment
within the premises.

“Efforts made to reach the
Anambra State Fire Service at
the time to come and rescue
the situation did not yield any

ositive result, leaving mem-

ers of staff who were on
ground to assist in salvaging
the situation helpless, as they
watched the office building

tate, Nkwelle zunaka, near

gun
duel, The Nation learnt. i
_Itwas gathered that the gun-
men stormed the estate atmid-"
night on Sunday where the
soldiers were keeping guard.

Our correspondent gath-~
ered that the shooting, which.
started at about 10pm, lasted
late into the night, with ex-
pended shells 3r0pping on
rooftops.

Aresident, who pleaded not
to be named for safety reason,
told The Nation: “Gunmen at-
tacked the military men secur-

'ing us yesterday (Monday)
_night at housing estate gate._

We were scared all through
the night as sounds of gun-
shots rent the air. The gun-
shots lasted from 10pm -
12am.”

But, Ikenga said he was not
aware of the killing of any sol-
dier during the attack.

The arson on the EEDC oc-
curred early yesterday.

Head of Corporate Commu-
nications, Mr. Emeka Ezeh,
described the attack as a set-
back to the company.

and other asseis go down in
flames.

“It later took the interven-
tion of the Commissioner for
Utilities, Anambra State, Julius
Chukwuemeka, at about
9.05am to bring the Fire Serv-
ice team down to the scene of
the inddent.

“The management of EEDC
expressed shock over this ugly
incident which is happenung
at a time the company has in-
vested so much to improve on
its operations and transform
the socio-economic landscape
of the area.

“This is a big loss to EEDC
and a great setback to the ef-
forts being made by the com-
pany to strengthen its network
and improve the quality of
service to its customers with-
in Ogidi and Anambra State
at large.

“We have already brought
this development to the atten-
tion of the relevant authorities
and it is expected that proper
investigation will be carried
out and the perpetrators of
this dastardly act brought to
book.”



