‘ % Four policemen killed, station burnt in Anambra

1 QLICE in Anambra State
vesterdav said four of
“their men were Killed in

a clash with some gunmen.
— The four policemen were

“eEbonyi man shot dead 10 days to wedding

From Nwanosike Onu,
Swia and Ogochukwu
Anioke, &balaliki

slain vesterday in-Atani, Og- spas brought under control by

|_baru coundil of the state, where

security operatives, adding that

the assailant< attacked a police
station, which was also gumt,
The Nation was told.

In Nnew1i, there was also an
incident in which four other

ersons were reportedly
The two incidents happened

early hours of vesterday.

The state police command
told The Nation that the incident
in Ninewi was an accdent inci
volvi icycle operators an
a mowﬁsuzcx{r}ﬁch% to a pro-
test in which nobody died.

Police spokesman lkenga
Tochukwu said the situation

a tricycle operator was serious-

Iy wounded and taken to the
hospital.

But he described the Ogbaru
incident as unfortunate, while
confirming that the command
lost four of its gallant men in a
battle with the gunmen.

Tochukwu further said the
Eo]ice station at Atani in Og-

aru local government area was
not burnt as being speculated,
but partially torchedl.:)

He said the incident took place
around lam yesterday, adding
that security operatives were in
the hunt for the hoodlums.

He said, the commissioner
of police Echeng Echen
swore that miscreants woul
not invade the state and get
away with it, adding that those
responsible for any attack in the
state must be brought tojustice.

An eyewitness told The
Nation that the Nnew1 incident
was not an accident as claimed
by the police.

At Atani in Ogbaru local
government area, a source who
spoke with The Nation, said the
Ehmmen shot nonstop and

illed some policemen, while
the station was bumt.

On Monday, assailants shot
a businessman, Mr Nnaeme-
ka Chukwu, to death in Abaka-
liki, the state capital.

It was 10 days to his wed-
ding. '

Police spokesperson Loveth
Odah confirmed the incident
yesterday.

"We have heard about it, but
the command is vet to get the
full details of the killing to en-
able it to make any arrest," she
said.

Favour Chioma, the
spouse-to-be, said: "Some
bovs accosted us; first, they
shot into the air, then they
ordered mv husband to lie
down and thev shot him, col-
lected my phone and left.

A relative, who requestegi
anonvmity, said that the tradi-
tional wedding was to take
E{\a&‘ on April 21 at Amaiyima

pelu, in Ikwo Local Govern-
ment Area of the state.

"The church wedding was
slated for April 23 also at
Abakaliki," he said.
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