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ANY residents of

communities in Orsu

Local Government
Area of Imo Slate and Uli in
Anambra State have fled their
homes following an offensive
launched by a joint security
taskforce against bandits in the
affected areas on Friday.

Doors and windows were
shut while businesses were
abandoned as residents took to
their heels on sighting the con-
voy of security vehicles and
two armoured cars.

Traditional rulers in the

autonomous communities
have also gone into hidin
while prominent sons an
daughters of the areas are giv-
ing up the idea of celebrating
Christmas at home.
. The military operation was
in continuation of Monday’s
clampdown on hoodlums {;y
a joint security team compris-
ing the Army, the Air Force,
the Police Force and the Depart-
ment of State Service (DSS),
which succeeded in busting a
devious gang that had held ﬁm
entire area, particularly the
people of Nkwerre-Uda com-
munity in Orsu [hite-Ukwa vil-
lage, hostage for a long time
unchallenged.

The operation was no
doubta msEing mission for the
security operatives as the hood-
lums had barricaded the roads
with fallen palm trees and also
dug gullies on them to prevent
security agents and vehicles
from gaining access to their
camps. The military patrol ve-
hicles were held up for more
than 30 minutes as the security
operatives had to resort to us-
ing shovels to cover the gul-
lies and deploying saws to clear
the road of fallen palm trees.

Our correspondent, who
monitored the six-hour opera-
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The leader of the e
team, Wilcor Idaminabe, )
they were at the camp
onintelligence that
tumed the place t; 2
kidnapping and al|
crimes.

As 2 result of th
security agents wer
rescue FIRH Fze Acho Nduicse
of Amagu Jhube in Okigwe
LGA, who was abducted some
days back.

“In addition, we recoversd
vehicles and saw a lot of dead
bodies, as their stock in trade
was to kidnap, kill, behead
some and roast,” Idaminabo
said.

*Security agents at Ortsu during the raid

From Chris Njoku, Owerni

tion in the kidnappers’ den re-
ports that as soon as the convoy
of security agents passed, the
criminals would come out from
hiding to reopen the gullies
while the villagers watched
helplessly,

Ironically, the suspected
criminals appeared to enjoy the
support of many of the inhabit-
ants of the villages.

The villages boast many
prominent sons and daughters
including a controversial pas-
tor who is usually in the news
for weird reasons and whose
approach to religion is
shrouded in controversy, par-
ticularly as they concern deliv-
erance and healing.

The bandits also mounted
several checkpoints near the

house of the controversial pas-
tor where they collect tolls,
from motorists and levie:
from villagers conduch:g; -
ditional marriages or buildin
houses, without anyone chal-
lenging them.

One of the kidnappers’
strategies was to lay landmines
at strategic points on the roads
as well as the entrance to their

camg.s
ide the camp was a flat
of about eight rooms with di-
lapidated roofs, doors and
windows. Among
the horrifying sights in it were
ﬁils filled with decomposin
uman bodies, decapitate
human heads, ed remains
of human beings, dreadful
shrines and clear practice of
cannibalism.
The g

aU
munity in Anambra State pro-
ides-conducive environmen|
for criminal activities. The
is surrounded by deep valle:
and thick bushes that provide

easy escape routes for the 7

criminals.

According to a security
source, the valley requires an
air raid and a permanent mili-
tary camp to sustain the suc-
cesses recorded in the raid for
sanity to return to the areas.

It was a hectic moment for
mortuary attendants trying to
evacuate decomposin, bogies
of abduction victims who were
slaughtered and dumped into
seven feet deep pit dug at left
rear of the camp. There were
several other pits covered with
carth and believed to have

Top African cardinal in Vatican aBruptly
offers resignation

ATICAN City-Cardi-
nal Peter Turkson,
seenby someasacan-
didate to become the first Afri-
can pope in about 1,500 years,
has abruptly offered his resig-
nation from a key Vatican de-
partment, sources familiar with
the matter said yesterday.

Turkson, 73, from Ghana,
has been a key adviser to Pope
Francis onissues surh as climate
change and sosial justice, and is
the only African to he.. | a Vati-
can department. =

Vatican sources . id the
pope has yet to decide whether
to accept the resignation.

Development. It was formed in
2016 to merge four offices that
dealt with issues such as peace,
justice, migration, and charities.
Reports said Turkson, who
is about two years shy of the
mandatory retirement age of 75
for bishops, had become “fed
up” with internal disputes.
Further reports said Turkson
had told staff he would say more
after the pope made his decision.
His departure would leave
the Vatican with no African
heading a major department,

following the retirement of Car-
Ainal Boahart Garah af Cuinea

derwent an cxternal review
headed by Cardinal Blase
Cupich of Chicagoat the pope’s
request earlier this year.

His offer to resign follows
two high-level departures
from the department over the
summer, one because of retire-
ment and another sudden and
unexplained.

he Catholic Church had
several popes of North African
origin earg/ in ils history, the
lastin the 5th century.

Even if he leaves his Vati-
can post, until he turns 80
Turkson would still be eligi-
ble to enter a conclave of cardi-
nals tn eloct the next pane after

been filled with the remains of
the victims.

The security agents came
face to face wi:?'n scores of de-
composing and roasted
corpses of human beings, some
of which appeared to have been
partially consumed while the
remaining parts were left in the
shrines and pits.

About four human skulls
were also found in one of the
baskets in the bandits’ camp,
roasted together with decapi-
tated legs.

Our correspondent
observed that some (\I}lhc body
parts were roasted and con-
sumed while some parts were

soup full of
one of the security men.

gwWi
me day by different
of the gangsters. Eze

near decom

r:nngﬁnniud the mortuary at-
tendants from the Federal
Medical Centre (FMC) Owerni
and Aladimma to evacuate the
bodies,

According to one of the
mortuary attendants, the mon-
arch and the youth leader ap-
peared to have been clubbed
to death while other victims ei-
ther had their heads chopped
off or their bodies dismem-
bered.

One of the monarchs’
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moved in to evacuate more
than 10 decomposing bodies,
including the corpse of the tra-
ditional ruler Eze Paul Ogbu,
which was dumped in a pit.
Also discovered in the pit was
posing body of the

The team leader said that
Governor Uzodimma had
asked them “to sustain the

and normalcy in the arez 1
achieve the target of ensuring
tha le come home ©
enjoy Chri 5
ol%eceiving the team on ar-

rival at the DSS office in

sisting that “it is only by the

fervent prayers of his people
that the Euc\’.fs was achieved ”

He added that he was vin-
dicated as he had said that the
spate of insecurity in the saw
was contrived, s < and
masterminded by disgruntiad
politicians who have swom to
make the state ungovernable
for him. X

He described the hood-
lums as “ordinary criminals
who have no future maraud-
i as bandits” and vowed that
“the law would take its course
on them.” »

The govemnor further as-
sured that government would
take on criminals in the state
headlong, desaribing banditry
as a “jungle businesx.”

Expressing gratitude to
God and the Sacurity agendies
for saving his life from Kidnap-
pers, Eze Acho Ndukwe de-
scribed the role plaved by the
security operatives following
the directive of the governor
as “wonderful show of power
unprocedented in his life time.
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