ive die, 10 injured in Mushin

ops, houses, 12 |
vehicles affected
IVE persons died and 10

F mjured yesterday fol=-
’—Tomﬁﬂraﬂ'p%;ﬁon

in“the densely packed. Ladipo-
“Business diskrict i Mushin, La-

The incident happened about
:30: t e Sffeet. & |

ion occurred at a

property used for mixed busi-

ness activities including a pub,
mechanic workshop and gas
shop, among others.
A statement by Director,

te Fire Service, Margaret
deseye, said, "The gas inadent
which was reported at 08:42
hours Tuesday morning via the
state emergency reporting plat-
form waesrgvﬁ?ﬂyy rgsponge!c)l to
by a combination of firstand sec-
ondary responders.

gas explosion
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"Onarrival at the scene, it was
discovered that it is an open
space used for several activities
including a beer parlour, me-
chanic workshop, spare parts
sale and gas shop, amongst oth-
ers, while housing a makeshift
structure.”

Emergency responders con-
firmed that five persons com- loye said.
prising three men, a woman He said investigation by
and a child died in the explo- NEMA showed that the shop
sion. ) was earlier sealed because the

Southwest Coordinator, Na-  side of the street was designat-

tional Emergency Manage- ed as a mechanic village, which
ment Agency ﬁ\]EMA), Ibrahim  was not accessible to other us-
Farinloye, gave the update, ex-  ers. Farinloye said after some
plaining that the child aged 10

time, the seal and lock were
was rescued alive but died be-

] : removed before the incident
forearriving at the hospital. The  occurred.

By Precious Igbonwelundu,
Evelyn Osagie, Oyebola
Owolabi, Florence Ukonu, _
Faidat Ahmed and
David Orji

cy Babajide Sanwo-Olu," Farin-

deceased woman wasidentified  According to the Deputy
as Mama Funmi. Head Lagos State Fire and
I need to appeal to the peo-  Rescue Service, Olajide Oga-

ple of Lagos State to abide by  bi, three shops and six shacks
the rules and regulations and  and about 12 vehicles were
always keep to the building  affected.
‘ gﬁdgf"iwe 2 o top of it atll: "Our advice is that people
at we are doing is on the should b i f -
watch of Mr Gov. His Excellen- e i

Arsonists burn magistrate court in Imo |

eFiremen at the scene...yesterday

thing that can lead to fire. This
is a power line and it is for
mechanic workshop activities,
and is no place for a gas out-
let. The information revealed
that a special adviser on trans-
portation mentioned that at a
time this shop was locked, but
here we are,” Ogabi said.
Police Commissioner Ha-
keem Odunmosu blamed the
disaster on human negligence
and warned residents to desist
from making calls close to fire-
prone areas like gas and pet-
rol stations.
"Itis indeed a sad buta com-
1gletely avoidable disaster.
rom what I've seen here and
heard, the thing blew off when
somebody was trying to dif-
fuse a gas cylinder as well as
making a call. Don't make calls
in any gas-exposed environ-
ment," he said.
Lagos State Ministry of En-
ergy and Mineral Resources
Crremmbal ata
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Oil and Gas artment, Al-
exander Alabi, warned
against the establishment of
gas outlets under power lines,
observing that it is hazardous
to health.

Head of the Lagos State Safe-

Commission ( ) Lanre
Mojola said 15 gas retail out-
fits have been sealed in the last
two months for not comply-
i;% with standard safety pro-

ure.

According to him, Gover-
nor Babajide Sanwo-Olu man-
dated a safety audit and enu-
meration of all retail gas out-
fits in the state, which'is to be
done in three phases - enumer-
ation, enforcement, training
and introduction of mini-
mum safety standards.

At the time of this report,
the fire had been put out while
rescue operations continued.

Rescuers said 121 gas cylin-
ders were recovered.




