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Panic in FCT, Kwara, Ekiti
over 240 fleeing inmates

e Gunmen kill soldier, policeman in Kogi prison aftack -
e iy *Edo deploys patrols |-

HERE was anxiety yesterday in . From Gbenga Omokhunu, Abia; - Police in K un, Ekiti o
' l‘*t"ﬁ?Fé?leral Capil Toteitory | Adekutte Jimon, s and Niger have taken measures to se. | ®Ekiti moves undercover
and six states sharing  Towa eji, Csun, Jorahim fasaq,  cyre the states and boundaries. :
boumm 2. —gki and Justina Asishana, #igsr In the FCT, Force Police Spokesman agmis iI) tx)lmdan@

- -L‘ —The panic led to heightened securi- criminals, are unknown, causing fears . Frank Mba, a commissioner of Police, | ® Niger puts squad

“}'p_]iojm'n‘ﬁ‘ﬁu, nday night's gunmen _ that they might be headed to neigh-  said the force had activated all its op-

attack on the corréctional t{}acility in bql_ugin states. 5 erational and intelligence platformsi%l on red alert

““Kabba, Kogi ng_ ___The Kogi government has also  pursuit of the escapees. i

Wm raised the security to red alert, seek- ~ Mba told one of our reporters that *Kwara closes boundaries

™ The whereabouts of the inmates, ing information on the movement of  all hands were on deck to re-arrest the oFCT ﬁghtens security
them condemned hardened  the escapees. Continued on Page 5
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“I'he salaries Or justces die

Panic in FCT, Kwara, Osun,

_Continued from Page 1

fleeing inmates.

According to him, the force
will collaborate with the NCS
to forestall a further break-
down of law and order.

The police spokesman said:
“We have experience in deal-
ing with matters of this nature
and we will dig deep into our
operational experience and
toolbox to make sure we get
them rearrested.”

Urging the inmates to vol-
untarily tumn themselves in,
Mba said: “We have activated
all our operational and intel-
ligence platforms in pursuit of
the escapees or the suspects
and also m assistance and sup-
port of the correctional serv-
ices.

“We are making all our in-
telligence and operational
services available to the Nige-
rian Correctional Services
(NCS) and we will work with
the NCS as well as other patri-
otic ditizens of this country to
make sure that those suspects
are rearrested as quickly as
possible.

“In that vein, we are advis-
ing the ects to give up vol-
ur%taril Slésrpface thegiaw.’P

The Kwara Police Command
said it has closed its borders to
forestall infiltration of any of
the escapees to the state.

Command spokesperson
Ajayi Okasanmi said police-
men in Kwara are collaborat-
ing with their colleagues in
Kogi to arrest the escapees and
their accessories. )

Ajayi said: “The command is
combat-ready to ensure there
is no spillover. That’s why all
our borders between Kogi and
Kwara are now closed.”

In Osun, Commissioner of
Police, Mr Olawale Olokode
met with the Controller of the

240 inmates flee Kogi custodial centre, soldiers, policeman killed

'Q fewer than 240 inmates of the
Rabba Medium Custodial Centre,

From Blessing Olaifa and
Gbenga Omokhunu, Abuja

Kogi State escaped when gunmen

_attacked the 13-year-old facility late Sun-

day night.
\—Tﬂ%ﬁem a policeman died in a gun

duel between securitymen guarding the fa-
“cility and the attackers.

. 1e whereabouts of two Nigeria Correc-
tional Service (NCoS) personnel had yet to
be ascertained as of 9 pm yesterday.

Interior Minister Rauf Aregbesola and
Comptroller-General of the NCoS Haliru
Nababa said a manhunt for the fleeing gun-
men and inmates had been launched.

Aregbesola added that the International
Criminal Police Organisation (INTERPOL)
had been contacted to watch out for any of
the inmates that might attempt to flee the
country.

Kogi Information Commissioner Kings-

ley Fanwo said some of the inmates had
been re-arrested. He did not give the fig-
ure.

The 200-capacity centre located along the

Kabba-Lokoja Highway had 294 inmates

when the gunmen struck.

Seventy of the inmates were convicted
and the remaining 224 were on the pre-trial
list.

Aregbesola said in a statement by his
Media Assistant, Sola Fasure, that 15 sol-
diers, 10 policemen and 10 NCoS armed
guards were on duty during the attack.

The statement partly reads: “The Kabba
Custodial facility had 294 inmates as of the
time of the attack, many of whom escaped
after the gunmen used explosives to destroy
three sides of the perimeter fence.

“However, 28 inmates didn’t escape.

Some have also voluntarily returned to the
facility.

“The NCoS Comptroller-General is cur-
rently monitoring the situation. A tour of
the facility is also ongoing,.

“A Crisis Response Centre has been acti-
vated and a Special Taskforce mobilised to
recapture escaped inmates whilst an Inter-
Agency Security Task Force is already on
the trail of the gunmen.

“We are also putting INTERPOL on no-
tice with their J:etails, in case any of them
attempts fleeing outside our shores.

“The minister assures the citizenry that
Nigeria's security forces will find the at-
taciers and bring them to justice.”.

Also, Nababa said in a statement that the

nmen arrived at the custodial centre
“heavily armed and immediately engaged
the armed guards in a fierce gun battle”.

Continued on Page 6

Custodial Centre in the State
Command of the NCS, Olan-
rewaju Amoran.

The Command said its men
have been put on the red alert
to apprehend criminals, espe-
cially those who escaped from
the Kabba custodial centre.

Spokesperson of the Com-
mand Yemisi Opalola, a Super-
intendent of Police, confirmed
to our correspondent that the
CP’s meeting with the Control-
ler of the Custodial Centre was
on how to fortify security
around the facility in the State

of the Living Spring.

fThe Edog Cg’:nrgnissioner of
Police, Phillip Ogbadu, or-
dered Area Commanders, Di-
visional Police Officers (DPOs)
and other policemen in the
state to be on the alert over the
jailbreak in Kogi.

Edo Police Public Relations
Officer (PPRO), Bello Kon-
tongs, quoted the CP’ as saying
that patrols in the 18 local gov-
ernment areas of Edo had been
intensified to prevent the inva-
sion of the state by escapees

from Kogi. .

Ogbadu also tasked all po-
licemen in the state and the
various police formations in
Edo to closely monitor and
check suspicious movements
across the three senatorial dis-
tricts.

He admonished Edo resi-
dents to offer useful and time-
ly information to the police
about criminals in their midst,
particularly the escapees from
the Kogi jailbreak.- The police
chief promised to shield
formant’s identities.

The Ekiti State Police Com-
mand said it has beefed up
boundary security in a bid to
arrest the fleeing inmates from
Kogi.

Police spokesman, Sunday
Abutu, told our reporter on the
Ehone that policemen had

een placed on the alert to ap-
prehend the fleeing inmates.

According to Abutu, opera-
tives and undercover intelli-
gence personnel had been de-
ployed in all boundary com-
munities.

ein-

He said: “We are working in
collaboration with our counter-
parts in Kogi to ensure the ar-
rest of the fleeing inmate. Our
men are already in the towns
that share a boundary with
Kogi, Ondo, and Kwara states.

“Security at theborder towns
has been beefed up and sur-
veillance intensified to prevent
the inmates from seeking ref-
uge in Ekiti.”

Officers and men at the Ni-

er State Police Command

ave been put on red alert.

The Police Public Relations
Officer (PPRO) in the state,
Abiodun Wasiu, a. DSP,
told The Nation that officers
and men in Lapai axis were on
the lookout and on patrol to
ensure that no prison escapee
find their way into Niger state.

He said: “The Command is
aware of the effect this might
have in the state because we
share a common boundary
with Kogi.

“The Command has there-
fore taken some proactive
measures and has placed its

officers and patrol teams across
the state on red alert and being
watchful of strange faces who
mightbe wandering around as
visibility policing is reinvigor-
ated.

“Members of the public were
equally admonished to be
more vigilant and be security
conscious in our various com-
munities, by informing securi-
aj;gencies whenever some-

g strange is observed in
their localities.”

Some residents in Lapai Lo-

cal Government Area, the -

route to Kogi from Niger, said
they were confident that the
escapees cannot find their way
into the state.

Baba Musa, one of the resi-
dents in Gulu, said for the es-
capees to be able to make it to
N1Eer State, they would have
to board a boat that will open
them up to suspicion.

He said: “Everyone is aware
of what happened in Kogi and
we are all on alert and we are
ready to question or report
any strange face we see com-

others over 240 fleeing inmates

ing into the state through the
river. We do not doubt that if
anyone tries to come in, we
will know.”

He said that those who ride
the boats have also been put
on the alert.

“I have noticed more secu-
rity presence today which
means that the Police are also
on the alert. So, we have noth-
ing to fear,” he said.

ecurity personnel de-

loyed in the Ondo North

torial District have been

put on the red alert over the

possible influx of fleeing in-
mates from Kogi.

It was learnt
that Amotekun Corps have
also been deployed to
strengthen security.

The Amotekun Commander,
Chief Adetunji Adeleye, said
his operatives, including the
intellieence units, had been
alerted to the Kogi jailbreak.

Adeleye assured that any
fleeing inmate from Kogi
would be arrested and sent
back.

He stated that Governor
Oluwarotimi Akeredolu had
previously tasked the corps to
watch out for fleeing bandits
and insurgents from other
parts of the country.

Ondo Police spokesman,
Fumilayo Odunlami, a Depu-
ty Superintendent of Police,
said policemen at the Ondo
boundary towns with Kogi
State had been on the alert.

Odunlami urged the locals
to report any suspicious
movement of persons or any
strange persons in their com-
muruty.
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240 inmates flee Kogi custodial
centre, soldiers, policeman killed

Continued from Page 6

He added in the statement by
the NCoS Public Relations Of-
ficer, Francis Enobore, that in-
vestigation had commenced.

The Kogi State Commission-
er for Information also con-
firmed the death of two securi-
ty operatives.

“Security agencies have ze-
roed in to ensure those who es-
caped are rearrested as well as
trail the masterminds of the at-
tack.

“We have confidence in our
security agencies to unmask the
masterminds of the attack and
get them apprehended.

“Our security network led to
the re-arrest of many of the in-
mates that escaped as some

have also come back to the cen-
tre on their own.

“Security agencies, tradition-
al rulers and local hunters are
working in synergy to ensure
normalcy,” he said

Fanwo asked residents of
Kogi and neighbouring states to
volunteer information that

- could lead to the arrest of the

en.

ciation of Nigeria (HURIWA)
which described the attack as “a
grave threat to Nigeria's nation-
al security,” called on President
Muhammadu Buhari to sack the
(NCoS) Comptroller- General.

The group said Nababa’s sack
would send a firm message to
Buhari’s appointees that “indis-
cipline, dereliction of duty and
all forms of shows- of ~shame
would no longer be tolerated.”



