From Augustine Okezie,

rampage yesterday,

killing 74 people in sep-

arate attacks on communities
~.nKatsina and Kaduna states.
—’) _The attacks occurred on Sat-
~”urday night in Duba commu-

“Tnity, Batsari Locat & ~

Katsina and Abdulgafar
Alabelewe, Kaduna

mestic animals belonging to

residents”

As a result of the attack, 12
people were killed while six
mnjured.”

ment Area of Katsina State,

He said the joint military,

where 12 people died and six  police and Airforce operation

_\;i\h"ﬁ‘i‘e_dT' -
EDY. welve others were killed in

“_reprisal attacks between vil-"

are ongoing to deal with the
situation.
A resident of the area,

lagers and herders in Mado, ~Malam Aminu Batsari who,

_Zangon Kataf local govern--
ment

Batsari, where the Katsina
killings occurred, is known as
the hot bed of banditry in the
Northwest state. It shares
boundary with the dreaded
Rugu Forest and also one of
the 10 frontline Local Govern-
ment Areas prone to armed
banditry.

Confirming the incident,
spokesman of the Katsina
State Police Command, Isa
Gambo, told reporters that
bandits numbering over 300
and armed with General Pur-
pose Machine Guns, RPGs,
including anti-aircraft guns,
attacked the community at
about 8.45pm on Saturday.

He said: “The bandits had,
upon their arrival at the Duba
community, started shooting
sporadically into the air after

which they looted a number of

shops and rustled some do-

Gp—

attended the burial of those
killed, also confirmed the in-
cidence to The Nation . He said
their funeral prayers had just
been concluded.

He said those wounded as a
result of the
attack numbering about 6
have already been taken to
hospital for treatment.

In the aftermath of the Ka-
duna attacks, bodies of nine

ersons were recovered from

ngwan Dooh (Mado) village
of Zangon Kataf Local Gov-
ernment Area.

Three herders were report-
ed killed in an attack by uni-
dentified ersons, who
stormed Ribo ,Tsoﬁyanfg and
Kankada general area of Zan-
gon Kataf council.

The Commissioner for Inter-
nal Security and Home Af-
fairs, Mr. Samuel Aruwan,
said many persons were
feared dead, with one person

injured, following an attack.

Aruwan said the troops
of Operation Safe
Haven (OPSH), who respond-
ed to distress calls and mobi-
lised to the area, said the as-
sailants fled on sighting the
troops.

The commissioner said:
“Nine corpses (bodies) have
been recovered so far, follow-
ing a search of the village. The
deceased are identified as:
Moses Dangana, Mary Dan-

ana, Jummai Dangana, Jerry

ames, Happy James, Endur-
ance Stephen, Comfort Em-
manuel, Jummai Tanko and

Mary Clement :

-?%ne resident, Magdalene
Dangoma, sustained gunshot
injuries and is receiving treat-
ment in hospital. Two houses
were razed 1n the attack.

“The troops of Operation
Safe Haven also rescued 12
persons who were fleeing from
the attackers. Those rescued
are: Patrick Chindon, Joseph
Agbon, Polymer Joseph, Amos-
Francis, Keziah Amos, Linda
Jonathan, Asabe Jonathan,
Jonathan James, Lamin Yohan-
na, Titi Emmanuel, Patricia
Michael and jetral Bala.

“Troops are still carrying out
search and rescue operations,
and will make public the ex-
act number of casualties.”

On the killing of herders,
Aruwan said: “According to

reports from security ageneies,
the attack was a reprisal fo the
earlier attack in Ungwan Dooh
(Mado) area. The reprisal tar-
geted the residence of one
Ardo Tanko Usman, where
three residents were killed,
identified as: Bayero Wake,
Isah Usman (the Ardo’s broth-
er) and Abu Usman (Ardo’s
mother).”

“Four residents were in-
jured. They are: Ambo Jamo,
Sule Ambo, Muazu Ori and
Ibrahim Mohammed.

“One -car, three houses and
eight herders” huts were burnt
and destroyed. The military

A%él killed, six injured in Katsina, Kaduna attacks

—on—the

~ and police arrived at the scene

and evacuated scores of herd-
ers to safety.

“Search and rescue opera-
tions are in progress and citi-
zens will be updated on fur-
ther developments.

Acting Governor Dr. Hadi-
za Balarabe received the égport
with sadness, and decried the
spiral of killings and reprisals
in t1111e area. .

She prayed for the re of
the sogls }of the deceasggsznd
sent condolences to their fam-
ilies. She also wished the in-
jured victims a quick recovery.

Arunwa said: “The acting
governor appealed for calm
and urged residents to desist
from reprisal killings while se-
curity agencies carry on inves-
tigations.”
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