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EADERS, youths, socio-
cultural groups, among
other stakeholders in

; giaeNonh, have disa
with the Nigeria Customs Serv-
“ice over the legality claim of its.
_Dperatives that stormed the

7
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Igangan: Claims,

_community, Friday night.
“_‘ea,fﬁ!gifwﬁ was widely
reported as being allegedly car-
- ried outby herders,
* left in its trail the death of the
Amotekun Commandant in

TDaﬁE{th], simply idenfi- _
u s&‘&as iand mmeo{i(_'le_;per-

“Many people were said to
have sif&pcr ing degrees
of injuries in theirﬁid to run for
dear life when the alleged o
eratives stormed the axis at
about 8pm.

Asﬂledustsetﬁes,munmﬁty
leaders and the youths said they
Wwere misinformed on the true
identity of those behind the in-
cident, saying it was not an at-
tack but customs officers trying
to seize goods.

Reacting to the attack, the
Nigeria Customns Service (NCS)
s‘pok?faerson, Federal -
tions Unit Zone A, Theophilus
Duniya, in a statement, on Sat-
urday, said con to earlier
claim that armed herders at-
tacked the community, he said
it was smugglers that attacked
INCS officials.

On his part, the Convener,
I velopment Advo-
G%?ns,gal\r/ll: Oladokun Oladiran,
faulted the claims made by the
Customs.

He said he had on Friday
wamed that Nigeria Customs
Service would ge the nar-
rative, claiming that there were
many loopholesin NCS'sclaims.

Smugglers attacked
us—Customs

Customs spokesperson,
Duniya, said smugglersatta
after were sighted by Cus-
toms officers ineight trucks con-
veying contraband items.

ccording to the Nigeria Cus-
tnms,ﬂu'eeofﬁcersanmasoldier
were injured during the attack
carried out on Friday night.

“The injured Customs Offic-
ers who are operatives of the
Zone A, Federal Operations Unit,
sighted eif%hl trucks caging
smuggled foreign parboiled rice
whose drivers and armed ac-
companyin assengers
Ialmciedy an gﬂacklim the offic-

ers,
“One of the attackers was shot
and disarmed while the others
retreated with their smuggled
wares,” the statement read in

pa&nﬁyasaid theattackers were
however repelled by the joint
efforts of local vigﬂan:jgmup&

The Spokesperson anin-
vestigation had been launched
to arrest and prosecute the at-
tackersand theattacked customs
officers and a soldier, includin,
one that was shot in the head,
are receivin g treatment. F
Acting Controller of the Unit,
DC Usman Yahaya, condemned
the attack and reiterated the re-
solve of the service to suppress
smuggling.

The Unit, accordi dtf‘ngerAg
ing Controller, wor
E\gtorbem&midm?db)’amd‘s
carried out cri::.nma]elemmﬁ
unlawfully bearing arms and
unleashing same on officers on

legitimate duties.
%eraﬁonﬂlegal
—Residents e "
But the leaders of the comm|

nity have also faulted the legal-
ity and sincerity of the opera-
tions noting that the manner
with which the ‘335
carried out left more to be de-
sired and suspicious.

*Oyo govt calls for vigilance, calm -Smugg
Yy

From Yinka Adeniran, Ibadan

They described the evening
raid on the Igbo Ora and other
communities by men of the Ni-
-geria Customs ice (NCS) as
unnecessary and not well-
thought-out.

Theleaders, including the Olu
of Ora, Oba Jimoh Olajide
Titloye, and the Chairman of
Tbarapa North Local Govern-
ment, Mr Adeoye Adedoyin,
agke at a meeting held mﬁgé‘o

with a fact-finding team of
the Oyo State Govemment, led
by the Executive Assistant on Se-
curity Matters to Governor Seyi
ml)qnde,CP Sunday Odukoya

Theleaders said that it was re-

le that the Customns Serv-
ice troubled the peace of thearea
when its men stormed
Ibarapaland, shooting sporadi-

5
e Olu of Igbo Ora, who was
first to speak, said that the Cus-
toms’ raid left IgboOra and other
adjoining towns in disarray fol-
lowing the raid that left three
persons, including an Amotekun
tive dead.

lesaid “Theraid leftsomuch
turmoil in our comumunities as
the Customs men came, shoot-
ing sroradical]y. Many of our
peo’&e ran helter-skelter,

“We want it stated loud and
clear that our communities, Igbo
Ora, Igangan and Ayete are not
border towns. Why should Cus-
toms tumn the communities to
theatres of bloodshed and war?

“We want Customs to
late their operations. It will
better if the authorities restrict
them to border towns to end
unwarranted attacks on innocent
communities,” the Olu of Igbo
Orasaid.

counter claims trail attack

ers attacked us—NCS
saw their narra

i
)

tive coming—Group

*Minister of Works and Housing, Mr Babatunde Fashola, SAN (middle); Special Adviser, Media and Publicily to the President, Mr.

Femi Adesina (left); and Mana
State House Briefing Series on

day.

th

ing Director/CEO, Federal Housing Authority (FHA), Senator Gbenga Ashafalri
e theme,"The Buhari Infrastructure Revolution," at the State House

the
urs-

t), durin

ress Room, Abuja on

operatives all came in customs
and military outfit, there was
no known or visible means of
identification on either the ve-
hicles brought in for the opera-
tion or even the operatives.
Henoted thatthe peoplesus-
gected that they were not real
ustomns because they were not
in their official vehicles.
Headded thatbefore thesitu-
ation got out of hand, the (tJhP-
eratives were stopped by the
youths and that even thoutﬁh
they wore their uniforms
people insisted that they can-
not let them into the town as
they could not identify them-
selves.
He said “Concerning yester-
day’s issue, we were misin-
formed, we were not attacked,

Fulanis even after some people
try to identify them to be truly
customs.

“Ongetting to Tapa, residents
said they wereshoutingout very
loudly that they were Customs
and not Fulani.

“They were stopped in Tapa
and were later pas-
sage but on getting to Ayete,
they were shooﬁngspomdjmllly
inae airwhich gave the people
another wrong signal.

“When they got to the road-
blocks in Ayete, one of the Cus-
toms officers was said to have
been shot from someone hiding
nearby, this prompted the other
officers to return the shooting to
the direction theshot came from
and someone was killed in the

process,
“After that, they forced their

Group faultsNCS'sdaim

ile reactin: &emesner
I Development Advo-
(E?nfs%ahr&r Oladokun Oladiran
faulted all the dlaims of the NCS.

Hesaid: “Wealready saw their
narrative coming. I had already
said that, that was what they
would resort to. But there are
many Joopholes in their claims,
narratives and stories.

“You can see the Customs
throwing out a big lie. They
should not lj:d aIIIfd sayh};(éw it
truly haj i not
i oS e
ing that maybe it was our

lgl that maélrs.-':’e theﬁmmistaﬂ‘eyka%elg

lying, it shows that they were
tryin % cover up something.

b would the Customs
claim ﬁ?{at they had operations

_l:'r?:nh)mver thefr escapades.

t was wh;pﬂ\ey centred on
] in their

“If were ing smug-

glers from Igboora, how come

le chased them back from

tolgbooraand they didn’t

until they were retumning

“If the narrative had been that,

in Igboora, chased the sus-
fecs to I@g;?’n and people of
gangan started shooting at them
and when they were retuming,
the people of Igboora also shot at
themand they had todefend them-
selves, the story would have sold
better, but the customs didn’teven
mention Igangan at all in their
report, no mention of the

killed in Ayete and so. It's

Chairman of Ibarapa North  they are Custom officers try- in Ieboora? Ieboora ie different ™4 f
Local Government, Hon. ing to seize some goods. way out of Ayete. They gotto ¢ o - dtherealtmuth  Lr eaking on one of those
Adedoyin, also told the meet- theyenteredIgangan,  Igbooraand firewasexchang is Ea?;mpass through klﬂegml &sa:d,aﬁerﬁ
ing that the raid lefta sour taste  around Ajimati fuelingstation,  again causing anothersetof kill- Tieboora. before “gattine B Customs sev shotsat
in the mouth, as, according to ~ some eciincﬁ'gm&s stopped and mﬁ o e getting to sn‘edorftﬁ g‘;]li'lne}tdm\n ate, m

i ce had retumed to the eried them. Theindigenesin- e sai er “Firstly, the i . . C
2:"; llowing the series of se- gsutedﬁleydm’twa.nttoseeany wrong information that came asss 3 t{%’u”ﬁzﬂ;ﬁé tt{,::y athis scrotum before the man fell
curity steps taken by the State  uniform men. from Igangan and the Custom Pl imed they ‘%an ted o 4 Several bullets were wasted.
and Govermnment after the “The people suspected that  officers that came to do unoffi- smugglersand through They werejust firing on their way
last attack on the area by sus-  they werenot real customsbe-  cial duty were the cause of yes- [0 Tapa mmm anq  om
pected herdsmen. cause they werenot in their of-  terday’s mayhem. when #h got to Igangan, th We know the government

“We have received the coop-  fidial vehicles. They wore their  “And inourinvestigation, we g7 oo q ?'houtin P glyl would send DSS to someone’s
erationof stateandnonrstateac-  uniforms but the people in-  found out that the officers {3104 1o have cagri-ied outyo house fora raid. There is no prob-
torsinoureffortsaimedatboost-  sisted that they cannotletthem  couldn't inform the police of o0 Igboora forgetﬁnlg lem, let them continue cooking up
ing security. The in ; theirpresencebecausethey were g, the people know the differ- g*elr stories to justify their mis-
hunters, Amotekin and otherse-  “Thisledto entswhich ~ on an illegal duty. v .  enos betwesn their boundaries eeftIﬂhs ) .
curity agendieshavebeencoop-  provoked shoofingsandanin-  “Alsothey werenotwiththeir — popeor Igangan and Igboora ere is nothing we can do
erating fully, but we were nocent soul was killed. This  offidal vehicles. The only two A4 \Thea the egoboleo of other than tell our people again

to hear reports of forced them to tumn back and  hilux vehicles were that of the | gan chased them they not tolower their guards or sleep.
radic ots and commotion  force their way outof thecom-  operation burst and the police tE‘;\] shot peopleat lgbooraand Nowtheycanputcloﬂm@boko
that ensued after a raid by men  munity and headed to Tapa. who were trying to lead them b 1o one of the ple that and smuggle theminto our
of Customs Service. “Meanwhile, the people of  outof thecommunity afterthey  gic3 was an Am orem cpers: towns but we continue to tell

“That raid is ttable be-  Tapa and Ayete have beenin-  were invited by the Customs oo thevhad tocomeupwitha O, leto be more vigilantand
cause it threatened the pane of formed wrongly that they are  when the wholg issue started.” AHE P that's all we can do for now.”
ourarea,” the Coundil Chai
Sa"cl,yogm,tcans forcaim Eid-El-Kabir : Parks, recreational grounds to remain closed—Minister

 theExecutive Assist- T I EWI\BHOWIEF@CTEF&[ From: is safer to hold large gatherings  adhere toall prescribed non-phar-
m%@vmmmmnde,mh;s Capital Territory (FCT), * Gb:;?ﬁ?m"khmu' in open air spaces ﬁm inen-  maceutical preventive maaglmes
address, called for vigilance and Muhammad Bello id: “From ts deliberati closeds ; of facial coverings, constant hand
calmamong the people, addiny has ordered that all parksand ~ tersaid: " mmn{ed clie ons, sl gpen Eid groundsshould washingand physicaldistaning”
lic an§ recreational grounds are tore-  the meeting nof € INCIEAS2  have multiple entry and exit  Alsoinattendanceat the meet.
gmt&\ecurmm.u}ltypq s f main closeftllj'nroughout the in the number of COVID-19 points with hand washing and  ing were the P t
integrated policing iniiative of - Ar C A Pration. asesinthecountryand the FCT o be tyre checkin g facilities;  tary, RCTA, MrOlusade Adesola;
the administration has been ef- Bello gave the ditectiveata  and the possibility of a third g0 oldin capadi of Eid the Chief of Staff to the FCT Mo
fective. lice in the Mmeetingof the FCT Emy ,  wave an sought for ways to unds should bereglced to ister, Malam Bashir Mai-Bomus

il tions Committee (EOC) ~ curtail its spread, % to ensure physical/social  the Coordinator, WHO ECT O
area have confirmed the dea q onCOVID-19, chaired by him ~_ “Thus, guided by theadvice of distancing; fice Dr F K the AgSec-
of O“Eﬂ?m obektin'so um“-"ea;E which was convened on Fri-  the health professionals, ﬂ‘itfgl' “Imams should ensure that ~retary, FCT Health and Human
twoo ;r whichlater day,July 16, toreview the cur- lowing guidelines are E ) sermons are short so that the  Services Secretariat, Dr
s, Ahekep lo- rentsituation of the pandemic  issuedfortheupcoming Bid-El-  onre Fid prayersdonotexceed  Muhammed Kawu; the Chair-
visited IB“‘E;" Ayete, Tagg)'n?_' in the ECT espedal?y asitre Kabir celebrationsin the FCT;  opon FCT Leagae of 1 L
cations in Igbo Ora, was a lates to the upcoming Sallah ~“AllEid prayersintheFCTare ™)) 1o ks and recreational  tiative, DrTai lcen M.B Adigur;

ed by traditionalrulersand — ©)7 - to be held in the open spaces at unds and facilities chall the toad of Modia and bubbs
ity leaders from across e z t M aswell as the  SFon re- e Head ol an city
community Astatementissued lastnight  Jumaa osgum - mainclosed throughoutthe fes- Enforcement Task Tean3,
I o pledtil ake. by i Chiak Press Seveiery,.  National B Groud THs & tive peiod. Mr. Ikharo Attah and other rel-
A O el although the__Anthony Ogunleye, theminis- _based on medical advice that it yyorshippers areenjoined o evant officials of the FCTA.




