Army accuses ESN of
killing two soldiers in Enugu
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Tt was gathered that youths

have started fleeing the commu- Also yesterday, Chairman of
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%\e Army said the thgops’. tion, Eze Emmanuel Okeke,

were deployed to check the ac-
tivities of criminals.

Director Army Public Rela-
tions, Brigadier General Onye-
ma Nwaciukwu, said in a state-
ment: “Nigerian Army troops
deployed to check the activities
of gunmen at Adani communi-
ty of Uzo-Uwani Local Govern-
ment Area of Enugu State, on 13
July 2021, repelled Eastern Se-
curity Network (ESN) gun at-
tack on troops’ location at Ig-
gah/Asaba cI}J\eckpomt.

“Sadly, during the fire fight
that ensued, two soldiers paid
the supreme price. Troops are
currently on the trail of the crim-
inals.

“We assure the general pub-
lic of our commitment to pro-
viding adequate security in the
general area in collaboration
with other security agencies.

“Wealso urge m
public to complement the effort
of the security agencies by re-
maining law-abiding and “pro-
Eidg useful information on the

eeing gunmen.”

Sou%ces said that battle
left no fewer than six hoodlums
dead.

“I can tell you that security
forces neutralised about six

ers of the '

said not all ESN members were
kidnappers and armed robbers.

He spoke while briefing re-
porters on a new security initi-
ative of the state.

Okeke, who also chairs the
Imo State Communi Policing,
said: “Those called ESN are not
the people causing problems in
the state. y

“ESN are not armed robbers.
ESN are not kidna pers. ESN
are not robbers robbing banks
and point of sale (POS).

”T’Ee issue is that the coun
has no grassroots security net-
work to monitor the activities of
criminal elements who live
among the Eleople.

“Thatis why we are calling for
a state police or grassroots vigi-
lante squad who are familiar
with the activities of these crim-
inals because they are living
among us.”

Okeke assured that the new
security outfit proposed by the
state government would en-
hance the peace being enjoyed
by Imo residents.

He believes the security out-
fit will also enable traditional
rulers to identify criminal ele-
ments in their communities as

most of the personnel will be
selected from the grassroots.
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