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_yesterday. killed in

: Qia_ndrl—\l_ij;er states.
L | were killed when they at-
tacked a police station i
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| Police spokesperson Kate
' | Anene confirmed the inci-
| dent. :
She said some suspects
_were arrested and detained

_on Saturc 1t Katsina Ala

killed in

shootouts In Benue _

i Siger
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From Uja Emmanuel,
i Wakurdi and Justina
Asishana, Rinns

AN

- said police at the Division
. engaged the gunmen in a
shootout and 14 of them
ed down.
iger..15-bandits were
ed down in a shootout
"with military men.
The incident took place on
_Sat in Anguwan-Mal-—
_. ]am area of Kontagora local
_government area of the_

Divisional Police Station for
investigations.

But on Sunday morning,
about lam, some gunmen
numberin about 50
launched a blistering attack
on the police station in at-
tempt to set the suspects free
from lawful custody, Anene
said.

The police spokesperson

state.

- The Nation learnt that the
military men who were on
patrol saw the bandits on
their motorcycles a few kil-
ometers from Kontagora
town.

The bandits, upon seein
the military men, opene
fire and the militray men
replied, killing 15 of the
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hoodlums.

Unconfirmed reports stat-
ed that a military officer also
died in the incident.

' The state police command
was yet to issue a statement
on the incident at the time
of filing this report.

Also, 15 persons Kkid-

“napped on May 30 alongside
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pupils of Tanko Salihu
Islamiyya, Tegina, Niger
State have escaped from
their abductors.

It was learnt that they fled
from where they were kept
in a Zamfara State forest at
the weekend.

Two guards watching over
them were asleep at the time
of their escape, 1t was said.

The escapees said the
were separated from the
schoolkids after the abduc-
tion, and did not know
where the pupils were taken
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outs
to.

A source said the 15 per-
sons narrated how they went
in different directions to
make it hard for their abduc-
tors to recapture them.

Some arrived in Tegina on
Saturday while some turned
up on Sunday.

It was learnt that those
who escaped have been ad-
mitted in some undisclosed
health facilities.

Some sources in Tegina
confirmed the arrival of the
abductees, adding that the
community was expecting
that the pupils would be re-
leased soon.

The Nation also learnt that
those who escaped were re-
ceived by the Vice-Chair-
man of Rafi local govern-
ment area at Birnin Gwarl
community of the local gov-
ernment area.



