Gunmen kill 44 in attacks

*13 soldiers shot dead in Rivers, Bomo, EbonyiePolicemen gunned down in Imo, Kebbi
eBodies of two abducted Greenfields varsity students found ®Curfew in Anambra
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rompted the village people to
Bee for safety in ditferent direc-
tions.”

The Kebbi State Police Com-
mand confirmed the killings.
Its spokesman, Nafi'u Abu-
bakar, said: “DPQO Sakaba,
eight other policemen and two
Yan-Sa-Kais lost their lives dur-
icll'tg a gun duel with the ban-
iB."
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Ojukwu University, some of
w

vhom hurriedly left,
“I don’t know what we've

done to these peoile. Every
day, they continue

illing our
people and their cows.

“In Ebonyi State, our people
have been chased out of the
place by the people and the re-
maining ones are still hangin
without hope,” Sidikki said.

Commissioner of Police
Monday Kuryas deployed men
to the community to douse ten-

~_The conunand’s spokesman,

! e — s - s
" Six policemen killed in lmo  tc
Qﬁ_j Gunmen at about 7 pm yes-  Sion.
teraﬁaqy attacked the Eh‘gmg =

7 No fewer than six policemerh

| who attempted to re,

‘\\sajll}alnts, were fe :

e gunmen freed suspects

in custody and carted weapons
away.

& A source sl_a:id: “We gtarted

earing ots around 7 pm.

It was after about one hour that

some of us eme from the

| the as-
Hled. .

Ikenga Tochukwu, said the as-
sailants in their numbers were

—— armed with machetes and oth-

er dangerous weapons.

“The attack resulted in the
death of nine persons (whose
identities are yet unknown), in-
juries on some others as well as
the destruction of buildings~
and livestock,” he said.

Governor Willie Obiano im-
posed a 7 pm to 6 am curfew
on six communities, following
the attack.

bushes to check what hap ‘:ﬂ it :
ed and counted about m(\’/u Bandits kill two more varsi-
ies of policemen.” -ty students

Police kesperson, Orlan-
do Ikeok?i coripﬁrmed the at-
tack.

“I can confirm an attack on
Okigwe South Area Command
headquarters in Ehime Mbano
LGA, by yet to be identified

en.
“Five officers have been
killed, while one is yetto be ac-
counted for. The building is not
razed, please,” he said.

s i banditiai s
" Al terd

so yesterday, gunmen
~ killed }’ er than nine per-
sons suspected to be herders in
“Anambra State

irman o ﬂ:eth Allahin
the Southeast, Alhaji Gidado
Sidikki, who lives in Anambra,

cows were also slaughte_red.
The incident, accordin
him, happened at 2 am

to
on-

told our correspondent that 23/

day at ModiEarn Umaru camp
in Awkuzu, Ovi Local Govern-

Two more students kid-
napped by bandits from the
Greenfield University in B

uesday_were killed

esterday.

Lfﬁ?ggnﬁé‘m were killed on
Friday.

Kaduna State Commissioner
for Internal Security and Home
Affairs, Mr Samuel Aruwan,
said their bodies had been de-
posited at a mortuary. He said:
“On a sad note, security agen-
cies have just reported to the
Kaduna State Government the
recovery of two more dead
bodies of Greenfield Universi-
ty students, killed by armed
bandits today (yesterday).

“The retrieved corpses have
been evacuated to a mortuary,
and the university has been no-
tified of the development.

“The Government of Kadu-
na State under the leadershi
of Malam Nasir El-Rufai is sad-
dened by this evil perpetrated
against innocent students ab-

"INt Area.
*The shooting scared students

of Chukwuemeka Odumegwu

ducted while pursuing their
education for a glorious future,
“The government sends its
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rs, policemen among 44 killed in

deep empathy to their families
and the university manage-
ment and prays for the repose
of their souls. The government
will update the citizenry on
further developments.”

Soldiers allegedly kill stu-

There was tension in Qwer-  lice Headquarters.

11, the lmoﬂm:afjlmm Ume was said to be driving an
"ing the alleged killing of a stu-  unmarked vehicle when the as-
_dent of the.f;g!o State bm‘xersi— sailants double-crossed and

ty, Miss Divine Nwaneri, by shotat him before attacking oth-

“sold

iers. er vehicles, including commer-
The soldiers, it was learned,  cjal buses.
were guarding the Govern- Ume was riding with the Spe-
ment House and the Correc-  cial Adviser to the Governor on
tional Centre. Inter-Party Affairs, Dominic
Eyewitnesses said they shot ~ Uzowuru. Their phones were
at a vehicle conveying the stu-  taken away.
dentatabout 11 pm on Sunday lkeokwu confirmed the inci-
-after it refused to stop at the  dent.
roundabout for a checﬁ._

Skills Acquisition, Chief Iyke
Ume and four others during a
Sunday night robbery alon
Owerri-Okigwe Road, Orji,
Owerri Nortﬁ Council Area of
the state,

The incident occurred at Orj,
on Owerri-Okigwe Road, very
close to the Onji Divisional Po-

Nwaneri, a first-year student ‘\gng_kxugﬂJnBu_em

f Soil Science and Biotechnol- ,+A resident, Uzoma Efule, was
ogy in the Facility of Agricul- illed 1}53_/ a gunman
ture who hails from Obolle in | * Street,

Isiala Mbano, was being driv-
en to the Federal Medical Cent-
er (FMC), Owerri ‘ 3

The vehicle, a Lexus, with a
I gistration number Lagos KSF
407 GT, was still parked at the
Government House as of the

ime of filing this report.

The soldiers were said to
have flagged down the vehicle
as it approached from Okigwe
Road, torchlights flashing, but
the driver was more concerned
about the girl’s deteriorating
health condition.

An eyewitness said: “It was,
when the car approached th
Government House rounda-
bout trying to negotiate to-
wards Orlu Road that the sol-
diers shot at the vehicle and in-
stantly killing the woman at the _
back seat. The bullet pierced ™ ficer and six soldiers during the
through the driver’s right
chin.” -

Police spokesman, Orlando i i
Ikeokwu and Army Public Re-
lations Officer of 34 artillery
Brigade, Obinze, Capitan Baba-
tunde Zubairu, said they were
yet to be briefed.

_aboutTUA&ML,
Tolice spokesman, Nnamdi

~ An eyewitness said the victim
visited a supermarket when the

and fled.
“_Diobu is a known battlefield
for culfists.

Last Thursday, four corpses
were found after a gun dug)
tween the two gangs.

Omoni said security had been
beefed up in the area to forestall
ther killings.

Director, Army Public Rela-
. tion&~Brig.-Gen. Mohammed
Yerima, yesterday confirmed

e said: “Regrettably, on

gallant Officer and six soldier:
aid the supreme sacrifice while
ive other soldiers sustained
various degrees of injuries.

“The wounded soldiers have
already been evacuated to the
military medical facility for)
treatment.

Also in Imo, gunmen shot the
Commissioner for Entrepre-
neurship Development and

Onhoni, confirmed the incident. -

the killing on Sunday of ane of-

_operation to flush out terrorists -

o
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Currently, troops are in full
control of Mainok and environ
as exgloitation for fleeing ter-
rorists is ongoing,

“The Chief of ﬁrmy Staff, Lt
Gen Jbrahim Attahiru, has ap-

lauded troops of Operation

fiya Dole for their resilience,
commitment and doggedness.

He further reassured Nigeri-
ans of the Army’s unalloyed
commitment to defeating Boko
Haram/SWAP terrorists while
urging citizens to always avail
the troops with accurate and
timely information for prompt
action.”

Borno State Governor Baba-

ana Zulum condoled with the
amilies of the slain soldiers.

In a statement by his spokes-
ma;l, adalam] Isa E:ui?:uﬁahe
said: “Regardless of what
Eened in Mainok and howpi:

appened as we collectively
review the incident, we must

B if@il“?*ﬁ,rs_bt;:d importantly, recog-
iobu, Port Harcourt, at__ nise that those soldiers who lost

their lives at the weekend were
fellow Nigerians; they were
parents of children who are
now orphans, husbands to

L~ stied DErmarks the ~ wives who are now widows,
_gunman appeared, shot him, 'y and loved ones to families and

iends now bereaved.

“They were soldiers of our
rmed forces who chose out of
ove for our country, to risk

be- / their lives in trying to keep us

as safe and to protect the sov-
ereignty of our country. We
mourn these heroic soldiers
and anyone caught at the un-
fortunate setback in Mainok.

“We salute these fallen sol-
diers for their immeasurable
sacrifices and we pray for the
repose of their souls. We
mourn with the families of
these soldiers; we share their
grief, commiserate with them
and commiserate with the Ni-

erian military.
ulum said he was disturbed
by the incident, especially giv-
en the fact that the insurgents
have ceaselessly operated
along Maiduguri-Damaturu
road.

“Governor Zulum is assuring
the Ecople of Borno that the set-
back in Mainok will not deter
the state government from its
continued collaborative efforts
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him pring it to a closure.”
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gunmen attac

towards ending the insurgen-

“The governor calls on the
military, other armed forces
and volunteers at battlefronts to
remain resolute while urging all
stakeholders at the highest% -
els to contir&ually appr?;ach

ipping and supporting front
l;eqr:lggop% with t grs)earo God,
bearing in mind that everyone
will one day account for his or
her doing or misdoing”, the
statement adds.

It was gathered that gunmen
also killed two soldiers at a mil-
itary checkpoint at the popular
Timber shade T-junction in
Afikpo North Council.

Timber shade market was
desolate around 7 pm yester-
day when the incident occurred
as wood dealers traders

and transporters took to their
heels.

A former Inspector-General
of Police (IGP), Ibrahim Idris,
said the police were over-
stretched.

He called for improvement in
mobilisation and welfare for of-
ficers and men of the force.

Idris told rters in =
“The issue isrﬂ?\:t the police are
overstretched. They are operat-
ing at a very low level com-
pared to the population of this
country.

“If we can increase the popu-

lation of the police to tackle the
challenges we have in the coun-
try, that will assist a lot.
_ “Weneed to do something to
increase the number of police-
men, for them to adequately
tackle the insecurity in the coun-
try. Let the government tackle
adequately the requirements of
the police.”

To him, state polic_e are not

the answer to insecurity.

He advised that it would be
more reasonable to address the
issue of the inadequacy of the
police.

He condemned the incessant
attacks on Police stations.
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