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plight of the family of a grue-
somely murdered 38-year-old man
has been compounded by the
disappearance of his body. The

the police to fish out Rotim:
Adegoke's killers, it is also —otimi_
for }%5 co s0in desperate search
burial.

Adegoke had just left a political gatherin,
_onSaturday, March 27 when he wasgéc'costeg
by hoodlums and shot dead in the Tpaja atea
of Ali 1burb, Sources said the
deceased 38-year-old had gone to the meeting
;:;-, soon as he rel'urneg from a tip to

His killers were said to i;av_e waited until he

died in a pool of his blood around the
re movin
his body to an unknown locations, P

Ore of his friends, who asked not to be
named, said Adegoke's death might not be
unconnected with a supremacy battle
between two political blocs in the local
government area.

The friend said: “He went to a political
meeting at Mosun area of Alimosho when
someone pointed him out as a mole for a
faction involved in the supremacy battle. He
was gunned down immediately and his body
was also taken away by his killers.

“He was the breadwinner of his fa.mily and !

his wife is heavily pregnant as we speak."

It was learnt that some members of the
faction to which the deceased belonged had
been warned not to attend the meeting, but
the deceased was unaware of the waming
when he returned to Lagos to attend the
meeting.

“There was security alert that there would
be fracas at the meeting and we were warned
to stay away from the %{atherin 2

“Unfortunately, for Rotimi, he was away in
Abeokuta, so he could not be reached on time.
He missed the waming and went straight to
the meeting on his return to Lagos the same
day.

'P:'-‘at the meeting, he sat with members of
other factions who later identified him as a
loyalist of the leader of our faction, hence they
attacked him shortly after he left the venue of
the meeting.

"We gathered that he was attacked by two

nmen. One of them shot him but he did not

ie but the other gunman finally silenced him

with several shots before they took his body
away."

It t)vas said that the gunmen also killed one

other unnamed person who attended the !

meeting near Gate Bus Stop.
However, sources sai ,
Eunmen arrested by the police has since been
eed.
“One of the killers was apprehended by

men of the Area M Police Command, but the

distraught family is not only asking :

se i i ‘
tpse in order to accord it proper E

that one of the .

- The gruesome killing of a youth by two gunmen in Ipaja

area of Lagos State has sparked a row after his body was
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suspect has since been freed according to
whatwe gathered," a source said.

The Nation investigation however revealed
that the incident occurred long after the
meeting in question had ended‘%t was said
that the deceased was accosted and killed by
some persons who probably had scores to
settle with him.

A source who spoke in
confidence said: “He was not
killed at the meeting. A water-
tight security was provided by
the police team at the venue of
the meeting, so there was no
way anyone could have
opened fire on any of the
attendees.

“However, the deceased was
trailed to the Moshalashi area
of Ipaja Road and killed by
some persons who might have
had issues with him. I think the
police are already trying to
unravel the circumstances
surrounding his death and the
identity of his killers."

The bereaved family has
asked the police to hasten
investigation into his death
and bring his killers to book.

Rotimi's mother, Mrs
i Rachael Adegoke, said her son
i did not deserve the gruesome
1 death.

! She said: "Rotimi became my
i first child after I lost his elder

brother. I lost his father some
13 years ago. He left home fora
poEtical meeting only for some
i people to kill him in cold

gfood. Out of four children, I

The!deceased
was trailed to
the Moshalashi
area ofilpaja
Road and killed
by'some persons

who might have
hadlissues with

him. I'think the

olice are

already trying to
unravel the

circumstances

surrounding his
death and the

identity of his
killers.

P

" discovered to have been taken away by his killers reports ‘

am now left with just two. Ah, this
is too much!

"l don't know what I have done
to those who killed my son. Ijust = &
don't know what [ have done to
deserve the gruesome killing of
my son. We want the authorities to
fish out his killers and ensure
justice in the matter.

One of his siblings
said: “I don't know
what my brother did
to deserve such

esome death at
the hands of his
killers,

“As we speak, we
don't know where
his body was taken
to. Those who killed ' ¥
my brother took his -
body away. We are
calling "on the -
authorities to
intervene and
recover his body.

The founder of the church
where the deceased's mother
has since been moved to in
Abule Egba, a Lagos suburb,
Evangelist Rebecca Akinola,
described the killing of the
deceased as shocking.

Akinola said: “Rotimi's
brother rushed here on the day
of the incident and broke the
news of his gruesome death to
us. Their mother was yet to
return from work at the time,
and it was a rude shock to us
that he was shot dead, because

he was an easy-going person.
"I have known thgr mother for some years
now. This is her 13th dyear as a widow. So, the

killing of Rotimi (Adegoke) is one death too
many considering the fact that his elder
brother died a few years back.

“Rotimi was killed because those who
masterminded his death know that his familv
is poor. We don't know where his body is,
a]tﬁough the police have said that they would
investigate and unravel where his body was
taken to,” one of the associates of the
deceased said.

Police spokesman, Olumiviwa Adejobi said
the Lagos Police Command was not aware of
the matter.

He said: “The Area (M) Commander said
there's no such case in lus place(sic).”



