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®WConcerns over rising cases of mob action

A wave of mob killings which has swept through the country in recent

times has become a source of wor
experts propose remedies to the menace, KUNLE AKINRINADE reports.

he rustic ambience of
Umuawom village in Tkeduru

Q_

ocal Government Area ol T e
State hosted a_gory scene as

villagers assu.meﬁ e toles of

the “accuser, the judge and
executioner. Some of the community’s residents
pounced on a fleeing prisoner and set him
ablaze,

As the story goes, the unnamed man was
among the inmates that escaped from a
correctional centre in Owerri, Imo State capital
on Monday, April 5 when some gunmen
aftacked the correctional centre and set the
inmates free.

The fleeing inmate was said to have been
remanded in custody for more than one year
over his alleged involvement in kidnappin,
and other crimes until he escaped on April5.
But while some other escapees voluntarily
returned to custody, the unidentified inmate

went straight to one of the families that teslified

against him and threatened lo deal with the
members.

To make good his threat, he was said to have
attempted 1o attack a member of the family
with a gun. But the move cost him his life as a
mob made up of the communi
promptly seized him and set hivn ablaze.

In

atternpted to rob one Mrs. Adeyemi Opeyemi
when he was intercepted by residents and
lynched.

“Thealleged burglar was said to have
entry into Opeyerm's Toom at No 2, Asalu
Stop, off Abarznje Road, Tkotun in an attempt to
rob her, but she raised the alarm and the
burglar (sus%g:;t escaped into the street where
some members of the community appre-
hended and beat him to death,” police
spokesman Olumuyiwa Adejobi said in a
stalement.

SL?ﬂlarcly. three days_after, three suspected
bandits were killed by a mobin Magamar Jibia
_town i m’ ia cnmE
alsina Stale.
K‘The incident_occurred at about 1125 pm
when the unidentified gunmen invaded the
community on Sunday April 11 and entered
he residence of an unidentified villager, who
i alarm. )
rmf‘ﬁg‘;-germ atiracted the residents who quickly
mobilised and confronted the suspected
bé{;.di;\\' the corpses of two of the suspecled
bancats burnt beyond recognition and dumped
at the Magama junction, but the third person,
ivho was said [0 be In army uniiform, was f{lld
1o have been laken away by policemen,” a
reident reportedly said.
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of _Tapa caught two

raic  res

m ablaze.

A arent of one Mrs. Makanjuola at
apie 1
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i Jreeman Street and attempted to kidnap her
1 Baby. The suspects alleg;

—sensed danger, buta mob caught up with them
i afew metres away and killed one of them.

* Ithowever turmed out that one of the suspects
1 was a policeman attached to a nearby police
i division in the neighbourhood.

Auxrest of jungle judges

A number of arrests has been made lately by
+ police authorities in Lagos to curb the growing
1 trend of lynching. For example, three commu-
i nity leaders were recently arrested on the
i orders of lhe Lagos State Conmumissioner of
i Police, Hakeemn Odumosu. The police accused
the community leaders of complicity inn the
i killing of the suspected burglar in the Ikotun
i areaof Lagos.

i The Police spokesperson in the

. stale, Olumuy?va fgejobi, said
i in a statement that the
community leaders were held

y bolted when they -
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for well-meaning citizens even as E
l

the per
justice admunistr 1
systemin the country.

He said: "Jungle
justice does not just

2ppen. Nt ’ha‘- become
an avenue for peo)
ventilate therr anger
against corrupt law and
justice officers who
usually set cnminals
free afier collecting
bribes.

"We have seen
several instances when
arrested suspects boas
to their victims
thev would be set free
at the police station or
at the court, and it

Owoseni, said the mob also injured some
policemen who tried to prevent them from
carrying out the act.
Owoseni said: “We want to usc this opportu-
nity to warn that the police and other security
agencics will not fold their arms and

people who may be innocent.

watch people carry oul jungle justiceon |

's residents !

agos, a suspected burglar was given |

~pesgle justice in the ohjnsuburbof:he_cu%on
| Apnl9. The police said the suspect had

Bus |

— our collective efforts to

1 for questioning on the role they
. played i the killing of the
i suspected burglar. Accordin,
t?] ﬂélil, "thedburglar hfi
1 allege ined entry into the
room ofy Nias'.nOpeyen-& ofNo2,
i Asalu Bus Stop, off Abaranje
! Road, lkotun in an attempt to
i rob her, but she raised the
1 alarm and the burglar escaped
! into the street, where some
! members of the community
i apprehended and beat him to
i death.”
Adejobi added: “The
| Commissioner of Police, Lagos
| State, CP Hakeem Odumosu,
! has condemned the acl of
\ jungle justice meted out to the
| suspect.
. "He has vowed to kick
| against such as it is becoming

! rampant and such is inimical to

—improve on the criminal justice
i systemof Lagos State ™
E In the same vein, the killing
¢ of a suspected kidnapper on
! Lagos Island resulted in the
i arrest of the ]J:.g]porlud vichim,
! Mrs. Muniral Malanjuola, by
| n}pumtivcs of the Lagos Slate
Police Command. Makanjuola
was, however, released  lwo
months after, following a no-

Apart fromiits
implication for.
rule of law as an
uncivilised way.
of administering,
Justice which rob
victirs of fair
trial, mob
actions have led
to wrong killings
in recent times.
it will be
recalled that
four young men
popularly called
the Aluu 4,
namely Ugonna
Obuzor, Toku
Lloyd, Chiadila
Biringa and
Tekena Elkanah,
all undergradu-
ates of the
University of
Port Harcourt

“We want to passionately appeal to

the public to report anY suspicious |
hideouts of !
suspected ritualists or kidnappers to !

place they know as

the police.”

Why citizens engage in
mob action

Chief ameng the factors responsible

for recourse to lynching by people is
lack of trust in !fw police Lo effect the

arrest and prosecution of suspected |

ariminals in several neighbourhoads
and townships across the country.

The development, according to a
security expert, Pius Nwoko, is "the
main reason irate crowils visit jungle

igerian communities.”

Nwoko added: "You will oflen come
across cases where suspecls appre-
hended for robbery, kidnapping and
rape, among others, regain their
freedom shortly after they were

whisked lo police stations, and many |

of these criminals would return
perpetrate heinous crimes.

“This accounts for why they are
lynched by mobs when they are
caughl again, (o forestall their release
from police custody.”

Nwoko said farther that lack ot

adequate protection amid  perennial |

insecity in the connlry also fuels
mobactions.

ustice on suspected criminals in many |

T kidnappers. on “December 16, 2020 !

suepects were said to have broken

case submission made by the
Direclorale of Public Prosecu-
tion (DI}

Similarly, no fewer than 30
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(he heart of T 08 [sland, precisely al Sura | persons were arrested in 2017 for their alleged
In the heart __;q[—_——% e
- wien

involvernent in U lynching of some suspected
ritual killers on the Lagos-Abeokula Express-
\\’J)F.

Parading the suspects, the then Commis-
! sioner of Police in Lagos State, Mr. Fatai

He said
Oustrated  with the  inadequate
prolection or dysfunchional pn{ic]np,
which leaves them at the mercy of
crinunals

"For example, the response by the police to

distress calls when robbers or Icidnn‘;pus simke |
i i hcoming at

is most times very slow ar not fort

"A ot of punlnl\: are |

happened oxacly that
way because they were
able to bribe their way to freedom.

So, mob action against criminals may not be
the best way of ensuring justice. but it is 2 sad
commentary on our justice administration
systemin this country.”

In his opirion. A resident of Lagos Island,
i Prince Adeolu Taiwo, said the circumventon of
: {usuce by minions of law is the anchitect of
ynching

He said: "Mob attack or hnching i= a diect
response to the prevalence of droumventon of
justice by law enforcement operatives in the
country.

‘In the case of the Lagos lsland killing of 2

susgched Kidnapper, the sacond suspect 1s yet
to be prosecuted &l today in spite of his
confessions while their vicim was held in
custody for several weeks until she was fread
onthe DPP's advice.

‘When people are not assured of getting
justice when they are victims of crime, they
help themselves by lynching  suspected
criminals, albeit such jungle justice is against
the doctrine of faimess m justice adminmstra-
ton.”

He added: "Mob Wiling is nothing but an act
of injustice. However, injustice will always
create a cyele of injustice so long as those who
deserve redress for being victims of crimes are
abandened and their eppressors are set free
and would evenmock thair victims.”

Wrongful killings

Apart from its iwplication for rule of law as
an uncivilisad way of administering justice
which rob victims of faiv trial, mob actions have
loxk to wrong killings in recent limes.

It will be recalled that tour young mien
popularly called the Aluu 4, namely Usonna
Obuzor, Toku Llovd, Chiadika Biringd and
¢ Tekena Elkanah, all undergraduates of the
¢ Univeraty of Port Harcourt, were lvnched after
they were falsely accused of stealing o
+ blackberry phone ‘and a compulter laptop in

Aluu, a community in lkwerre Local Govern-
ment Area, Rivers State on October 5, 2012,

The students had allegedly gone to Aluu
community in search of a debtor o one of them
at night when the debtor named Briely
allegedly raised the alarm and called them

all. This is the reason people take the law into

their hands, killing suspeels with the police not
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