Soldier, gitlfriend arrested for aiding bandits in Zamfara

...as governor’s aide faults reported killing of 40 people in community

military officer and his
girlfriend have been ar-
rested in Zamfara State

Sani Muhammad SANI,

for allegedly aiding bandits

Gusau

"Tﬁfﬁmuforms, ammunition and

CS.
%%e arrest of the soldier and

his
the Chief of Staff to the Govern-
ment House, Gusau, Dr. Bashir
Muhammad Maru, during a
press briefing yesterday.
The arrest, accordjng to
was made
munity-driven intelligence net-
work, adding that the state gov-

ernment was awaiting the acion

that would be takf?l the mili-
against one of their recalci-
e
He reiterated the state gover-
nor's stance that the fight against
banditry would not be success-
ful until it is nd of saboteurs.
Maru lamented the story car-
ried by some online ia or-

isations on Thursday that

andits had-atfacked Ruwan _defence of their territo
—Tofa village in Maru Local Gov-

and thereafter left without re-
cording any casualty."

The Ruwan Tofa community
prepared themselves for thg
an

lfeendg aled by —L
end was reve y ernment &ea and ab__(f_i‘l_lc_j;@(‘i.,é_olﬂ.

— A certain

people. »

i —

went further to report that the _
him _ bandits also killed 40 people in.  he said, a large number of the
possible with com- ~_the said attack. Nothing could _ suspected armed bandits were

“be further from the fruth than _ resisted and ambushed and

_were moving towards the vil-

their people when the bandits

lage as information had spread

online newspaper—ont,

In the ensuing confrontation,

@S._fabncated ] informaiion,-" he_. many of them were killed while

~ He explained that what actu-

ally ha ed was that a grou
of };us e armed bandlgtg arp~
rived Tungar Baushe last Tues-
day seeking to fuel their motor-
cles through acts of intimida-
tion and coercion, "which they
did and took along with them
food, drugs, water, soft drinks,

others escaped with various
degrees of injuries.

ccording to Baru, two peo-
ple from Ruwan Tofa sustamned
gunshot injuries and were re-
cuperating in an undisclosed

hci?)ital.
However, the -suspected _
armed bandits returned the fol-

Tungar Baushe. of in the state.”
'ﬁ(ﬁm&ssﬁd&e "Why did those who gave you

bandits attacked the villageand _ the false nformation of 40
~burntdown twovehiclesloaded ple killed by bandits, which in

with grains and other valuables, ~ 1tself is blatant false, refused o

~butnolifewasfost —————
— " "Maru said mﬁorhmatel;, the

bandits abducted a n of
ns, including women and
children, but most of the

I X

andits kil
‘of the resilient people of

chimifselfisthe
he asked.

abductees have since returned  Maru, while saluting the cour-

safely to their village.
He said that efforts were be-

ing 'made by the surveillance
_unit of theZamfara State Police
Command to ascertain the ex-
act number of those that were
still in captivity.

"It is therefore unfortunate
that some media isations,
without proper investigation
and co: ation, went ahead

g;g\ublished fabricated accounts
ed out to them by enemies

age and atrioﬁsm o? the indi-
viduals v came forward with
information that led to the ar-
rest of "these traitors" said the
Zamfara State Government
wished t tocallmallFedjaor-
ganisations to properly investi-

te and autheﬁtimte eir facts
ifme rushing to the press.

He said the security situation
in the state was fragile and could

€ you the miormation on the
yﬁe_féffﬁiﬁ_

etruth?”

not afford to do with falsehood 7

and fabrications.

lowing day and attacked—



