)
A  RMED men, who
i &aimed to be police-

men from the Force
Headgquarters, Abuja, have
MKilled the traditional ruler of
“Qruku communuty in Nkanu

From Chris OJi, Enugu

bus about 2pm on Boxing Day,
according to an eyewitness,
moved into the hall and sought
to see the royal father,

The armed men were re-

East Local Government of Enu-

portedly escorted to the town

i %u State, Iﬁﬁ'\_ye Emmanuel Thi-
diebere Mba.

e rted policemen, led
by one Inspector Danladi, took
awav Mr. Agozie Ani from
Oruku town hall where the de-
ceased monarch addressed the
indigenes at a meeting. The

en, who invaded the ven-
ue of the meeting in a Sport Util-
itv Vehidle (SUV) and a Sienna

hall by three indigenes. They
came and left in the same vehi-
cles that brought the armed
men, the eyewitness said.

It was learnt that when the
traditional ruler, who presid-
ed over the meeting, was iden-
tified by the three indigenes,
one of the ‘policemen’ imme-
diately shot him on the thigh
and he fell down and bled.

The Nation gathered that pan-
demonium ensued after the
royal father was shot, ag the
indigenes ran helter-skelter
ami ;porad ic shooting by the
armed men, who made at-
tempts to arrest some of the
indigenes. The source said the
bleeding royal father and Mr.
Ani were taken away by the
armed men to Parklane Hos-
pital, Enugu, but Igwe Mba
could not be admitted due to
lack of bed space.

They were reportedly re-
ferred to the National Ortho-
paedic Hospital, Emtgu, buton
arrival, doctors at the Emer-

Nigerians oppose attempts to give underage
married gitls voting rights

IVIL society organisa-

tions and other Nigeri-

ans have condemned

| the pro by some mem-

bers of the House of Represent-

atives to push for voting rights
for underage married %’15

In a statement by 13 Nigeri-

ans of diverse groups, the ac-

tivists described the move as

unconstitutional and called for

the domestication and imple-
e tlimen L A ThilA Rishic

By Evelyn Osagie
ried girls.

"To give the vote to urL:lder-f-
age girls purely as a result o
n%argl;gepunder the globally
accepted age of 18, other than
being itself undesirable, is
highly discriminatory and for
that reason unconstitutional. “

“Our laws are meant to be
ratinnal and hased on reason

Amina Oyagbola; President of
Women 1n Africa Initiative,
Hafsat Abiola-Costello; a gen-
der advocate, Ladi Damnella
Aku; Executive Director of Cen-
tre for Nonviolence and Gen-
der Advocacy in Nigeria, As-
mau Benzies Leo; Gender-
Based Violence Expert, Mary
Isong; National Coordinator,
100 Women Lobby Group, Fe-

Hoodlums kill monarch in Enugu

gency Unit confirmed the
monarch dead. It was learnt
that the royal father, who was
elected by his community on
December 26, 2019, reported-
ly bled to death before he
could get medical attention.

His body was deposited at
the hospital mortuary, while
the whereabouts of Ani is un-
known. The FORD Pick-up
van driven to the aborted
meeting by the deceased rcge"—
al father, taken away by the
team, is yet to be found.

Checks by leaders of the
community at the police com-
mand head s to ascer-
tain the identity and motive
of the “invading policemen”
proved abortive, as they were
told that there was no such
entry made at any police sta-
tion to that effect.

Following the incdent, the
aggrieved members of Oruku
community reportedly re-
grouped last Saturday
evening and attacked the
homes of some indigenes be-
lieved to be behind the mur-
der of the traditional ruler.
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