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~ «The late Sunmonu

as 37-year-old transporter,
Olatunde Sunmonu, killed

suspected Yahoo boys
llegedly related ta Sagamu Local Gov-
ernment's Transition Committee

dent from the family for several days
despite the latter filfng a missing per-

son complaint two days after their son's— |

disappearance?

These are claims Ogun State Gover-
nor Dapo Abiodun, the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IG) Mohammed Adamu

T
|
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* Thairman, (;hon&a Baruwa? Did the
Sagamu Police Division hide the inci-

|
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and Commissioner of Police (CP) |

Edward Ajogun will have to investi-
gate as the family of the deceased has
all foul play.

Olatunde, a father of four, was said to
have been attacked by some boys on
Sallah Day near Baruwa's house for

daring to alight from his vehicle to ask |

them to clear their vehicles from the
road for other road users to move
freely.

The deceased, who until his death
was a driver with one of the hauling
services, was said to have left his home
that evening after returning from the
hospital with his sick son to meet up
with a friend who needed his attention,
only to meet a friend who called him on
phone,

There were conflicting accounts on
what hay afterwards as one
claimed the friend who called him was
a relative of the council boss who
invited him for the chairman's party
where a disagreement ensued and he
was attacked

It was alleged that Olatunde ran out
of the premuses without his car but was
pursued by some men who caught up
with him and beat him until he f
coma Vigilante officials were said to
Have rescued him and called in the

slice who arrested the culprits with a

unde was

seball bat and a da;ip;m
wken to Idera Hospital, ﬂ‘pﬁmu- clinic
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n (4l and e died on |
A -—
t the police told the farmly that

Olatuncde was beaten ”:}1 by some
motorists who had caused an obstruc
tiom on the road after an accident
Olatunde's father, Hakeem
Sunmonu, said the police in Sagamu
told them that the boys were involved
in an accident with a woman and their
rehickes blocked the road. Olatunde
then ahghted from his vehic le and told
them to clear off the rn;;‘d tr‘r'; ﬁm;:h-
{ o motorists to pass, but s fnter
o g not go Flrvll with the boys,
wh) pre snptly attacked him
The deceased person's father, who
ke £ The Nation, said he was still in
ook over the (IOUIMSERTCES agr
rounling thw death of his son, a
» deliberate attennpt by the local

vention did
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Police, family row
over alleged plot to
cover up killers of
37-year-old transporter

Our, stories, by police, council chair

* Precious IGBONWELUNDU =

to cover up the true situation of the mat-
ter

Sunmonu said: "My son was killed by
yahoo boys who are related to the coun-
cil chairman, and there have been
attempts to cover up what truly hay

. We are pained because even {
lice deliberately withheld informa-
ion when my young brother went
there to rej my son missing,

T claimed there was an accident
that Friday between a woman and
some Yahoo boys who are related to the
transition committee chairman

"They were blocking the road and :3(
son came down from his vehicle to tell
them to clear so that other drivers
would be able to pass

"The woman entered her car and
those boys attacked my son. They beat
him and used something to hit him and

he collapsed.
"They said called the vgulicv and
policemen from mu Division came

to the scene and took my son to the hos-

ital
p'l'hey also arrested the two men but
the chairman later that day went to the
station to secure their bail, which the
DPO refused because of the condition
of my son.

"The police also towed his vehicle to
the division

"He was first taken to a private hospi-
tal from where they moved him to Bab-
cock University Hospital where he died
and his body was kept in the mortuary

“They said he died two days later. My
question is how come the police did not
search the vehicle they towed from the
road to their station since they knew the
driver was unconscious? Couldn't they
have got his identity from his particu-
lars in order to contact his farmily?

"Another issue is that when they
called me that my son did not return
home on Friday and that he was not
present at the ram slaughtenng for his
grandparents, | started calling all the
people who might know his where-
abouts birt no one claimed to have seen
him

“When he had not been seen at the
end of Saturday, | told my younger
brother,

Dejola Awosanya, o go to the
Sagamu Police Station to report him

missing,

‘Note that this was on Sunday and
the said accident happened on Friday
Since, the police knew that they had an
sssaull victim who was unconscious
aned drove surilar car as reported by my
family, were they not supposed to have
todd us about 17

‘When they asked my family mem
bers ty go and bring a picture of my son
anl they did, couldn't they identify hum
in that picture as the same person they
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My son was
killed by yahoo
who are
related to the
council
chairman, and
there have
been attempts
to cover up
what truly

| happened. We

are pained
because even
the police
deliberately
withheld
information
when my
young brother
went there to
report my son
missing.
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rushed to the hospital?

"It was not until Au
called my brother,
break the news of my son's death

"The DPO showed the family Tunde's |

st 4, that the police
ola Awosanya, to

driver's licence and vehicle particulars and
Tunde's picture in the e. He told the
famil at Tunde's vehicle was towed to

Ikl::ya tion because they couldn’t find the |

"We want to know why there was delay
for at least two days without the police
m!crm:’rx the family Why did the police
tag Tunde an unidentified person when
they had all the information about him,

| including his drivers licence and vehicle
! particulars taken from his vehicle?

‘Why were his two phones taken and
later returned by one of the culprits that ran
away when the vigilante got there?

"‘Why did the DPO release only one
phone to the family? Why was the local

overnment chairman, Mr Banjo Baruwa,
in a hurry to secure the culprit's bail?

Tunde Suranonu was the first son of
Hakeem Sunmonu and the only child of
Yetunde Ajose-Akano. Please help us get

ustice, because my son cannot die like that

%hﬁ death shouid spell an end o incessarst
killings by yahoo boys in Sagamu,’ he
larnented

Suspects not my relations — Council
chair

Baruwa, however, dented claims that the
suspects were his wife's relatives, adding
that he only went to the DPO to verify
the incidert when he was told about i

All your information is incormect,”
he said i a text message &0 our corre
spondent " The boys are not my wife's
relations

“As the chief security offiver, they
informed me about it and | went o the
DPO to verify The DPO told me the
man was taken to the hospital and |
wetit to see him

“The next day, | was told that the
man was deceased

The spokesman for the Ogun State

Police Command, Abimbola Oyeyemi,
said it is not true that the police
attempted a cover-up, adding that the
attacker and two others who had the

eased's phone were in the custody

| of the Homicide Unit, State Crisnunal

Investigation Department (SCID),
leweran

He said the police could not have con
tacted the family since they did not
know who he was until the DPO
sighted hia picture and realised that it
was the same man whose corpse he
had seen at the University Hospital

Oyeyemi said “There 1s ne n’ut‘ty,. likae
a cover-up in this matter Also, the
council chairman did rothing wrong
Every qualified "41{4*&«1 is at liberty
seek the bail of a detaines It is left for
the police officer in charge to 'mvz;gl"' e
gravity of the offence or issue and con
sider whether bail will be granted

“In this instance, the [PO saw that
the victim was lying critical in the hos
pital and denied bmil The chamrman
never went back to demand bail for the
suspect and the DPO) transferred the
case w0 homicide as soon as he con
firmed the victim was dead

The police did not know any rela
tHon of the victin. He was taken to the
hospital as an unknown person
becavse the focus was to sav

“The private hospital he was taken
said hw should be moved W Baboock
University Hospital for CT scan, but he
died there DPO) werdt there, wok the
prcture of the body and moved it to the
MOTTUAry

“The follow ing day, somecne caime o
make an endry of a missing person
They were asked 1o bring picture, and
when the DPO saw the puctare, R
wirned out fo be the same person |

was then they went & corhucke
searched and saw his drivers loenoe
They mcovered his phome from e

other suspets

As of Sunday, police did not know
who they were reporting missing The
case has been transferyed w0 the Flormi
Clede Sertion




