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CP orders

KWATbom State Police Com-
missioner Imohimi Edgal
hes ordered the arrest of Mr, _

Bassey Peter Tkpe, an inspector at-
(ached To Hmam@%m%
ly killing @ wittoww, ¥rs™ Debor

Nkereuwem NKpente.

From Bassey Anthony, &6

Nkereuwem Nkpenie to death on

January 16,
"To authenticate this serious alle-
ation, the Commissioner of Police,
a Ibom State Police Command,

The deceased, said tobehyperten-  CP Imohimi Edgal, has ordered the

sive, was g}lgggg]% manhandled by
Tnspector Tkpe on the premises of the
command, which led to her death.
When e news of the murder of
the widow was received by the resi-

dlents Jast. Thursday, the police ini-
fall r@to_ac_gﬁig&a

Howevet, in a statement signe
by the command's spokesman,
(Jdiko MacDon, the CP said he had
ordered that Inspector Tkpe be at-
fested.

The police statement reads: "The
allention of the Akwa Thom State
Police Command has been drawn to
0 publication in some dailies and
online media that a policeman at-
lached to the Akwa [bom State Po-
lice Command, Inspector Basse
Ikpe, reportedly beat Mrs. Debor

Man chareed with attemot to export Indian hemp I Fii 1

immediate arrest of the inspector.
The commissioner has instructed the
Deputy Commissioner, State Crimi-
nal Investigation Department (SCID),
to carty out a thorough investigation
into the matter, while reiterating the
commands commifment to poliing
with great respect for human rights."
An eyewitness said that the ini-
dent occurred on January 16, follow-
ing the invitation of the deceased by
the policeman, who was an PO in an
ongoing case.
uch invitation, according to a hu-
man rights lawyer, Clifford Thomas,
who had picked interest in the case
and had interacted with the DPC; was
against the wise counsel of the Depu-
ty Commissioner of Police in charge
of the State Criminal Investigation
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arrest

and Intelligence Department of the
state command, considering the hy-
pertensivestate of the deceased at the
time,

Recounting the deceased's last
moments with the policeman on the
premises of the police headquarters,
a Keke rider, Ukpono Sunday Umor-
en, who brought the woman to the
station, said: "The policeman ap-
proached my Keke, which carried the
woman and shouted at her that she
was lying about her llness. He made
efforfs to drag her out, In anger, he
knocked her head several times by
the side rail of the keke. The woman
screamed that she was ot well

"She began to suffocate and found
it difficult fo breathe. The policeman
insisted that she was lying, He even
told her that if she wanted to die, she
should die.

“ﬁ&s she I(/vas screamin whﬁ'le the

oliceman kept trying to arag her out
gf the keke, hgr%ﬂg ew faint. We
were begging the policeman to re-
frain from his hostile act towards the
woman. He even prevented us from
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taking her to hospital. It was after
she breathed her last that he ordered
that she be taken to hospital.

Further checks showed that the
Deputy Commissioner of Police at
the command, Mrs. S. U. Horsefall, a
lawyer, had advised against unpro-
fessional conduct by Inspector Lkpe,
including not bringing the parties
before the DC for interview before
arraignment.

Another eyewitness, Mfonobong
Ttoro Peter, sister to the deceased, also
recounted that the policeman, who
is the Investigation Police Officer
(IPO) in an ongoing matter, had en-
tered the bedroom of the deceased to
forcefully dress her up, among other
things. +

She said the IPO went wild with
the allegation that the deceased was
Iying about her state of health to es-
cape being arraigned.

My late sister was beaten to death
by Inspector Ikpe. He had threatened
her repeatedly ever since this matter
came up. My sister had waist pains
arising from the dislocation she had
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of inspector for 'killing' widow i
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while caring for the late husband.
This made it difficult for her to move
about free dy

ly.

"She had become almost bedrid-
den because of the difficulty in
movement. She was highly hyper-
tensive due to the health com Eca-
tions that led to the husband's deafh.
But this policeman refused to take
even the advice of the Deputy Com-
missioner of Police. [ don't know
what interest he had in the matter.

"He had forced her to come to the
police station, so that they could ap-
peat in court on a ficitious criminal
charge, against the advice of the
Deputy Commissioner of Police the
previous day. He beat my sister to
death. Let justice be done.




