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THE accidents led fo massive grid-

lock T the mefropolis.

Road, Third Mainland Bridge and

Ugudu, the crashes left scores of

commuters groaning in the scorch-

life-Fourteen pers
have sustained injuni
e accident involved a commer-

Mg su,

I Nafion Tearnt that one petson
died and many were injured.

The Ogudu accident claimed one
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est minimum,

The accident on the Kara Bridge at
the end of the Lagos-Tbadan express-
way caused a total shutdovn of traf-

cial bus marked GGE 845XQ.

Lagos State Emeréency Manage-
ment Agency (LASEMA) Director-
General Dr. Femi Oke-Osayintolu,
who confirmed the crash in'a state-
ment, said the lone accident bus was
flled with passengers.

He said: “Investigations conduct-
ed by the team showed that the bus
lost control while on speed and, as
a result, rammed into the culvert
on the spot, leading to the death of
one person. Others sustained inju-
I1€s.

“Three of the injured men were
taken to Gbagada General Hospi-
tal, another three men were taken
o General Hospital, Lagos Island.
Another set of three injured men
were taken to the Trauma Centre,
while others were taken to nearby
hospitals.” :

OIEe-Osayintolu urged drivers to
drive with caution.

He also advised them to always
obey traffic laws and regulations in
order to reduce accidents to the bar-

ic,

It involved two articulated trucks,

Laﬁos State Traffic Management
Authority (LASTMA) spokesman
Olufemi Filade confirmed that
two trucks collided and people
started plying one-way,

This, he said, led to gridlock,

ilade hailed the Federal Road
Safety Corps (FRSC) for clearing
the trucks to restore normalcy,

FRSC Zonal Commanding Offic-
er, Zone RS2, comprisiné Lagos
and Ogun states, Mr. Samuel
Obayemi, attributed the crash to
impatience.

ayemi, who frowned at the
recklessness of some road users,
urged motorists to be cautious of
the diversion and be patient.

“IBN (Julius Berger Nigeria Ple)
has been contacted and they are
on ground to remove the barriers
that will aid the easy entrance of a
tow-truck.

“FRSC, Nigeria Police, LASTMA,
Traffic Compliance and Enforce-
ment Corps (TRACE) managed the
traffic,” he said.

Headvised commuters to change

their negative attitude on the use
of the road.

“Motorists should know that thiey
are moving from four Lanes to two
lanes at that portion of the high-
way where construction is going
on. S0, there will be a need for a
lot of caution,

“Motorists should have consid-
eration for other road users be-
cause this is a situation whereby
the people goinF outside Lagos
will maEe use of the same lanes
with those coming into Lagos. So,
there is the need %or extra caution
on the part of the motorists,” he
said.

Obayemi said that the recovery
operations were ongoing to free
the traffic and return normalcy to
the corridor.

He said road users should avoid
any haste when approaching di-
version sections $0 as not to cause
pains to other users.

On the Third Mainland Bridge, a
lone accident involving a motor-
cycle occurred.

Police officers on patrol cor-
doned off the accident scene to
give first aid to the'rider and en-
sure traffic flow.

Between Anthony and Fadeyi bus
stops on Ikorodu road, a lorry and
another 40ft container-laden truck
fell due to a crashi between the ve-

* ing on walkways W

e One dies, many injured as multiple
accidents cripple traffic in Lagos

hicles in the morning,

The container-laden truck,
matked KY325D, was said to have
hit the lorry with number plate
AAT57-NEN, while overtaking.

Theaccident caused gridlock that
extended to Maryland end of the
Ikorodu road and Stadium.

Security operatives and rescue
teams consisting of the LASTMA,
Police and LASEMA Response
Team were on the scene to ease
traffic flow.

LASTMA General Manager Ola-
jide Oduyoye warned motorists
agrainst violating traffic laws.

his, he said, 15 going to be to-
tally unacceptable.

He called for attitude change by
drivers toalways dothe right thing
by not driving against the traffic.

“Most especiale those offences
that impinge on the safety of oth- -
er road users for examp%’e, driv-
ing against traffic, Sﬁeeding, park-

ich forces pe-
destrians to walk on the carriage-
Waf, as opposed to walking on
walkways,"” he said,

The LASTMA boss said Gover-
nor Babajide Sanwo-Olu has em-
powered a crack team named Spe-
cial Traffic Management Team,
comprising all law enforcement
agencies and bein% spearheaded
by LASTMA to deal with gridlock.




