Mother, three kids, two others

killed in Lagos flood tragedies

HE skies opened up
in fury yesterday in
Lagos, leaving six

people dead, two buildings

By Precious Igbonwelundu

collapsed, the roads flooded

and agency report

and motorists and commut-

—©ot5 spending endless hours 11
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For many residents of the
commercial city and envi-
rons, it was a day to forget.

Killed were Mrs. Jumiah pour, the obviousl
Utache and her child d__g'mren lding constructe

immediate environment
and those close to the build-
ing as at time of the incident.
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< [he Utaches died after a
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mains be pulled down, the
ebris removed and the

their house at 48, Orisa—property forfeited to the La-

eet, Magodo
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State Government as

gownpour. :
esidents said the hill-
top structure on Otu
Araromi Street collapsed'
and fell on the Utache fam-
ily residence, crushing the

Flood sweeps 11-year-
old boy, rescuer to death in
Lagos

2 e News Agency of Ni-

eria (N/
at an unidentified 11-year-

about 2:15 am and b
3:15am, it came with full
force and everywhere was
flooded.

"At about 7:30 am or
8:00am, we learnt that an
OPC member, who was a se-
curity guard in one of the gas
stations here was carried
away by flood while trying
to rescue two children who
came to buy gas but fell into
the drain.

"The gas station had not
opened because of the flood
as the whole place includ-
ing the canal had over-
flowed its banks.

"The children misplaced
their legs and the two of them
fell inside the gutter. This
OPC boy went and rescued
one but in the process of res-
cuing the second child, he
and the boy fell into the ca-
nal and that was the end."

He blamed the govern-
ment for the tragedy, saying

AN) also reported that several petitions ha

been written to successive

woman and her childrerr _old boy and one Wasiu,

who were asleep.

The head e:tpthe family,
identified as Emmanuel
Utache, was injured.

No loss of life was re-
ported at second building
collapse on Rademo Street,
Ita Elewa, Ikorodu.

It is an old one storey
structure of mud bricks.

The Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO) Lagos State Emer-

er Mana%ament Agency
%LA%ZEMA) r. Femi Oke-
Osayintolu confirmed the in-
cidents.

He said the agency had
recommended full imple-
mentation of the existing
law on collapsed building
in the state which includ
seizure of the affected prop-

He said: "The law does
not only stipulate removal of
debris after rescue but in-
cludes seizure of such prop-
erty for constituting risk to
other residents within the

who was trying to rescue

. were swept away by
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the aftermmatitof ——People have been dyi

ituations like this here
and all landlords have tried,
including raising almost N4
million for dredging of the

JKnowingly fell o a dfaim canal," he said.
2 y —water _ "The government knows

pggseg into the canal.
"Three young men at-
tempted rescuing the boys
and succeeded in rescuing
the older one, but one of the
rescuers popularly known
as Wasiu Stubborn was
swept away while trying to
rescue the other victim,"
INAN quoted a source as
sayng. it
Jvit glso quoted a commu-
nity leader in the area, Solo-
mon Agboghoroma, as say-
ing: "This rain started almost
four or five days ago but the
one of last night was one of
the heaviest and it started at

what to do when it is ready
because this canal contract
was award sometime in
2011 or 2012. When we
taxed ourselves, Fashola
came and commended us
and promised palliative
and government takeover.

"The government should
come and do the bridge as
against this culvert that is
here. This flat culvert cannot
contain water. The govern-
ment should widen this road
and ensure the canal is dug
for the peace and safety of
residents."

Suleiman Adedokun, an

£

—eMotorists, commuters groan over traffic gridlock

eye witness and a shop
owner beside the canal, said
that the rescuer, named
Wasiu Stubborn, entered the
drain to rescue the boy but
the flood swept both of them
away into the canal.

"Wasiu tried, succeeded
in catching the second boy
but his effort to come out of
the drain proved futile as it
was not easy for him due to
the force of the water,"
Adedokun said.

"It is the bad road and
narrow culvert that caused
these deaths because these
two children that fell inside
the drain didn't know it was
there as water covered eve-
rywhere."

An officer of the Lagos
State Neighborhood Safety
Corps (LgNC-), who spoke
on condition of anonymity,
said that the agency got the
infformation at about 9:00 am
that flood carried away one
Mr Wasiu a.k.a Stubborn
while trying to rescue two
children:

Motorists, commuters
groan over traffic gridlock

Following the down-
pour, drainages and canals
in Lagos and environs over-
flowed with water which
spilled onto many roads.

The situation disrupted
vehicular movement for
many hours as commercial
and private vehicles were
locked in traffic.

Most hit were Ikorodu
Road, Ikeja Along, Iyana
Ipaja, Agege and Oshodi.

Traffic officers were so
overwhelmed by the devel-
opment that some simply
disappeared from their duty
posts thus leaving control of
traffic to motorists.

Commercial vehicles un-
expectedly became scarce
and drivers immediately in-
creased fares.

Hundreds of commuters
were seen walking long dis-
tances to reach their destina-
tions.
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