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o717 arrested in Katsina
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__ation under
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AbdulGafar Alabelewe,
Kaduna, Blessing Olaifa, .
ja and Sani Muhammad
Sani, Gusau :
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_Army announced yester-

dsy -
~ In_all, the soldiers
killed six bandits and ar-

rested 17 others in the

. _kidnapped victim

~"also freed.
~~"Ttems recovered from

____,ﬁa_m._Chlkun_Lﬂcal_wu
. J%gmnmIAmaJ,Idima g
__said: "Following the op-

Y 1
killed one of them duri ration, t_hgre_b&dliﬁ__spem

“were arrested and two

operation, troops conduct-
eg a cordon and search ex-
ercise while acting on cred-
ible intelligence reports at
Yar Santa village in
Kankara Local Govern-
ment Area and its environ.

r. Monday Chik-
nka, 36 years old, an in-
digene of Delta State,
alongside 16 other bandits
ialising in rustling

ise, one

ws, killing and kidnap-
ping of citizens were inter-

the bandits include one

- twostates.

5 Deputy Director, Army
Public Relations, 1 Divi-
sion, Nigerian Army
Colonel Ezindu Idima, in
a statement issued in Ka-
duna yesterday, said the
troops also rescued two
kidnap victims.

@ The Army Division's

spokesman said: "Troops
of Operation "Harbin Ku-
nama III" have disledged

ble information and dut-

AKA4Y7 riffle, a single bar-
rel rifle, one Dane gun
and 28 rounds of special
ammunition, two motor-
cycles, one camouflage
uniform, two ATM cards,
a Techno Phone, one Air-
tel Sim card and empty
cases of 5 x 7.62mm spe-
cial ammunition."

In another statement
by Assistant Director
Army Public Relations, Lt

bandits' camp in Dagu = Mohammed Isa Yahaya,
illage of I 1Gov- _ said the troops recovered
ernment, following credi= arms and ammunition

from the bandits in Katsi-

ing the opération, two

nd.

with ounds.

"Troops also rescued
two kidnapped victims,
Mallam Yakubu Hamidu
and Alhaji Isa Saidu, from
the bandits' den around
Makarfi Farm junction in
Igabi LGAs, where two
motorcycles belonging to
the criminals were also
destroyed during an ex-
change of fire."

He noted that the resi-
dents of Dagu village
hailed the Army for de-
stroying hideouts of the
bandits, who have been
terrorising villages in the

=~ area.
7.3 Similarly, in another
operation by troops of

He added that the ban-

bandits w ised
‘and one was apprehend- _ dits have been terrorising
ed while Eiﬁﬁpﬁaﬁ

ed Katsina communities

and also engaged 1n cat-
tle rustling in the area.
Lt Yahaya said:

ted. ‘

'Preliminary interroga-
tion and confessional
statements by the suspects
revealed that the gang was
responsible for most crimi-
nal activities in the state
and its localities.

"The ring leader (Mon-
day Chikwunka) also
served as medical aide of
these criminals by provid-
ing medical assistance to
the wounded bandits who
sustained gunshot
wounds and their fami-
lies.”

He confessed treatin
the pregnant wife of one o
the most notorious ban-
dits, Dogo Nahalli, who is
still at large.

The suspects have been
handed over to the appro-
Friate security agency for

urther investigation and
prosecution.
- In a similar develop-

"Troops of Harbin Kuna=" ment, troops while on

ma [II' have successfully
conducted a joint opera-
tion with troops of 'Op-
eration Hadarin Daji’
and personnel of the Ni-
gerian police to clear
andits and other report-
ed cases of robbery, cat-
tle rustling and kidnap-
ings in Katsina State.
"The clearance opera-
tion, which is aimed at
destroyini all bandits'
camps in Katsina State,
has yielded tremendous
results, :
"In the course of the

clearance operations, en-
countered a group of flee-
ing bandits and neutral-
ised one of the criminals,

_who tried to escape.

Many camps belongin
to the }lr:andﬁs weregdeg—
stroyed.

e troops recovered
from the scene two AK 47
rifle, four AK 47 Magazines
and 10 rounds of 762 mm.
Others are six locally made
Dane guns, one revolver
pistol, one locally-made re-
volver rifle, 20 handsets
and two motorcycles.
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