|

_,gﬂ:%-ﬁﬂﬂﬂpl@‘l <___|deceased received the proper
after a protracted b th | medical treatment.

i

Litigafion), Mr eker
Aguye, has led to disquiet in
the state judiciary service.

Aguye's colleagues are at-
tributing his demise to the
backlog i
ke reporte

ied at the.,
ast week

rostate cancer.

According the magistrate’s
colleagues, Aguye stopped
treatment due to alleged ma-

“bility to offset his medical
bilis;” = g

~The Chief Registrar of the
state High Court, Mr. Yahaya
Adamu, who confirmed the
sad development, described
Aﬁlye’s death as pathetic.

e described the deceased as
one of the best hands in the
state judiciary.

Adamu said: “Tam very sor-
to say that even as we sub-
scribe to the will of Almighty
Allah, who gives and takes life,
you and I know certainly that
sometimes there are deaths
that are evitable. In this partic-
ular one, we feel it may have
been further delayed if we had
continued to manage his ail-
ment as we were doing in the
gast before the judiciary was
inancially grounded.”
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 OEo ‘Before he finally
According to him, the Mag- | gave up the
istrate’s illness surfaced two |
years back, when he was diag- | gl}OSt; he was
withdrawn from

nosed of the disease.
He added that with quick the National

Hospital for lack

of fund. It was at

the critical point

of his death that

he was rushed

back to the hospi-

e concerted attention of the
amily and the judiciary, the

Adamu said: “He was taken
to the National Hospital,
where he was treated, to the
extent that he even started

e

driving his car b himself,

having survived the critical 1 - :
al(;g(;ff of ?}Ef:uéllness, which ‘| tal by which time!
ected his spine. ' v \
“When it all sptarted, we | it was already too!
thought it was one of those | |4te’ ;
usual ailments. But when it e
became obvious that he need- o e e

ed to be handled by ﬁecial—
ists, we headed for the Nation-
al Hospital. You will agree:
with me that treatment there
was highly capital intensive.
So, in conjunction with the .

“By the grace of God and
with the cooperation of the
family and others, we were
coping with the management
of the illness. However, we

amil ish.  started having problems with

irsl hjé ?vnas fet?qfeff e his treaﬂnentgaspfrom the mid-
“He was subsequently dle of last year when the Kogi

placed on drugs and periodic State Judiciary started facing

examinations by the hospital, funding crises.

which we consistently com-~ At this point, his salary, al-

lowances and even the little
assistance the judiciary was
‘giving him ceased to come

g]iedwith. This processes costs
etween IN400,000 and
N500,000 monthly, depending

unpaid salaries

anymore. His care suddenly
became the exclusive respon-
sibility of the wife and the fam-
ily alone. You'll surely agree
with me that, coupled with the
children’s demands, it will be
difficult for the wife to bear this
enormous burden.

He added: “As a matter of
fact, before he finally gave up
the ghost, he was withdrawn

from the National Hospital for

lack of fund. It was at the criti-
cal point of his death that he
was rushed back to the hospi-
tal by which time it was al-
ready too late.” -

He appealed to Governor
Yahaya Bello to find solution
to the impasse between the
state judiciary and the state

overnment to avert further
oss of lives. £

1 will like to use this medi-
um to ask well-meaning Ni-
gerians to plead with His Ex-
cellency, Governor Yahaya
Bello, to save Kogi judiciary
and the state similar calami-
ties by releasing the judicary

funds, so we can pay the nine

months we owe our workers.
“As I speak with you, many
others are hospitalised, their
children withdrawn from
schools and some even home-
less resulting from tenancy
roblems with their respective
dlords,” he pleaded.
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