re Tnue State. b
" Two othérs were njured. ¢ told our correspondent

15 Killed as he
D .

From Uja Emmanuel,
Makurdi

An eyewitness, Daddy

T Nafion Fatheced fhat=—1n Malurds he state capival
G at his father was kille
the susEecte herdsmen —alongside his siblings.
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W

ey reportedly stormed
the settlements and opened
~ fire on houses as the people
attempted to escape. '
In the ensued melee, the
assailants were said to have
shot at the fleeing residents.
Sixteen residents were
eonfirmed dead while two
others sustained injuries
and were reportedly receiv-
ing treatment at the general
hospital in Obagaji,” head-
quarters of Agatu Gov-
ernment Area,
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-T‘Ee Acting Chairman of
the local government, Alhaji
Oyigocho, also confirmed
the incident,
~ The council chairman said
he had visited Ebete commu-
nity with some council
members in company of se-
curity agencies.

Also, the Force Com-
mander, Operation Whirl
Stroke Maj.-Gen. Adeyemi
Yekini said armed bandits
invaded the area.

He said the command had
not ascertained the number
of casualties. s

Yekini said: “I received a

report this afternoon (yester-
day) that some people were
killed in Agatu by suspected
armed bandits. 'm not sure
of the number of casualty
yet, but I don’t think it's up
to 16.

“We have sent a patrol
team to the general area
where the incident hap-
Eened, Although it is in

enue, but it can better be
accessed throush Loko in
Nasarawa State,

Benue State Governor

Samuel Ortom described the

“incident as unfortunate and

condemnable.

The governor urged secu-
rity agencies to forestall fur-
ther attacks on innocent res-
idents of the state.

Ottom, who spoke
through his Chief Press Sec-
retary, Terver Akase, said the
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rdsmen attack Benue community
* Army: we are yet to ascertain the casualties

state cannot afford to have
another round of killings,
like what happened last
year.

“Yes, I can confirm that
the governor of Benue State
met earlier today with the
Commissioner of Police,
Mr. Bishi, and he confirmed
that there was an attack in
Ebete in Agatu eatlier to-
day in which 17 persons
were killed by suspected
armed herdsmen.

“We feel that this is un-
fortunate because the gov-
ernor has raised the algarm
that some persons, for po-
litical reasons, were plan-
ning to unleashed armed
herdsmen on innocent
Benue people to cause fear
in the people for political
gains,” he said.



