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Chairman, Adeola Banjo at the council secretariat, Ikorodu..

JUNIOR Secondary
School (JSS) two pupii

amuel Okechukwu
and two others identified as
Ambali Adeyemi and Akeem
Mumuni yesterday lost their
lives in Idi-Oro and Akala ar-
eas of Mushin to the contin-
ued clash between policemen
from the Area 'D' Command
and hoodlums.

This brings to eight num-
ber of lives lost to the fracas.

The Nation learnt that QOke-
chukwu died due to inhaling
of tear gas shot by the police.

Eyewiiness on Alhaji Lasisi
Street, Idi-Oro said the 0y was
returning from school when
he %ot entangled in the crisis.

"Okechukwu collapsed
when he got choked by the
tear gas. He was rushed home
but could not be taken to the
hospital due to the intensity
of the fracas. His parents were
helpless and™ painfully
watched him died at home,"
he said.

Another eyewitness said
Adeyemi and Mumuni were
caught in the middle of the
crisis.

Residents alleged that the
police destroyed and looted
their prcgjerty.

According to them, some
officers went away with gen-
erator, office machines, crates
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*Police: we lost a Sergeant

By Precious Igbonwelundu
and Tajudeen Adebanjo

of beer and other valuables.

A transporter accused the
Folice of betraf'in%‘lthe hood-

ums who deal in hemp.

The hemp's dealer, he said,
were angry because they do
not expect the police to seize
their goods after settling
them.

He said: "I learnt that the
hemp's dealer contributed
over N1m for one of the po-
lice' bosses and even repaint
Alakara Police Station recent-
lt{l. If you collect things from

em, how can you say you
want to fight them?

"Despite these, the police
came to seize hemps worth
millions of naira and arrest-
ed some of the dealers. How
can they do that without the
guys fighting back?"

. Meanwhile, Police yester-

_day confirmed that’a ser-

eant, Abam Mohammed,

ied In the clash Bet_ween

oro, Mushin.

P it

In a_statement, the com-
mand said Mohammed died
at the Mainland General Hos-
pital, Yaba, where he was
rushed to after he was hit by
bullet during the clash.

The statement reads: "At
about 8am, the Area Com-

mander of Area 'D' Mushin,
upon receiving information
that a bullion van marked
MUS 834 ER, loaded with
arms and substance suspected
to be Indian hemp, was bein
escorted by unknown arm
men to 4 Umoru Street, Odi-
Olowo, Mushin, where some
hoodlums were hibernatin L
to deliver the items, quidfy
led some policemen to the
scene. On sighting the police-
men, the hoodlums opened
fire which was repelled by the
officers. Two of tlge hoodlums
were fatally wounded while
Ayomide Oluwadayo, 40 and
five other principal suspects
were arrested.

"However, a member of the
olice team, F/No. 431273
ergeant Abam Mohammed

hit by bullet during the en-
counter was rushed to the
Mainland General Hospital
where he later died.

—"Two pump action guns

_with 50 unexpended cartridg-

es, 35 bible size, 16 full and

=—four half sacks of Indian hem

were recovered. Corpses (sic
deposited at the hospital's
morgue for autopsy."

The command said efforts
were being being made to ar-
rest other fleeing hoodlums
and impound the bullion van.

It said security had been
beefed-up in the area.

Also yesterday, Commis-
sioner of Police (CP) Imohimi
Edgal warned youths against
confronting law enforcement
officers with firearms.

Edgal said if persuasion
failed, the command would
arrest and prosecute law
breakers no matter how high-
ly placed.

§E‘ spoke during a meeting
with stakeholders, tradition:
al rulers and opinion leaders
in Surulere, Coker-Aguda and
Itire-Tkate.

In attendance were Com-
missioner for Local Govern-
ment and Commumity Affairs
Muslim Folami, Senior Spe-
cial Adviser to the Governor
on Security, Yinka Akinriade,
Itire-IKate LCDA Chairman
Ahmed Apatira and his Cok-
er-Aguda counterpart, Mrs
Omobolanle Akinyemi-Obe.

The meeting followed de-
velopments in Aguda, Itire and
Akal?a where some youths
engaged in acts of brigandage,
sale and use of illicit drugs,
cultism and gang wars.

Edgal sought public coop-
eration to eradicate cultism,
drug abuse and other forms
of social vices prevalent
among youths in those areas.

He urged parents and el-
derg of Itire to learn from their
Ikorodu where over 860
youths renounced cultism and
surrendered their firearms to
the police.



