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Shock, deaths stalk victims of Benue flood
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After surviving a prolonged deadly attack unleashed on them by blood-thirsty
herdsmen last year, the people of Agatu Local Government Area of Benue State, who
are mostly farmers, last weekend suffered another devastating blow in the hands of
nature following the destruction of their farms and houses by flood. INNOCENT DURU,

who spoke with some of the victims, reports that some of them have begun to suffer

shock and dying as a result of the incident.
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IT was double tragedy for many families in Agatu Local Government Area of Benue State
last weekend after the calamitous flood incident that ravaged many farmlands and
submerged many houses. The rampaging flood left thousands of the natives homeless

and destroyed farm produce that were almost ready for harvesting.

But that was not all. The Nation gathered that some of the victims have begun to suffer
shock and dying as a result of the incident, which came shortly after the people lost their

beloved ones and valuables to the terror unleashed on them by herdsmen.

One of such families that suffered double tragedy over the weekend was the Ochohepos
from Aila area of the local government. The breadwinner of the family, according to the
daughter, suffered shock, collapsed and died after seeing all he laboured for destroyed

by the flood.

The deceased’s daughter, who gave her name as Mary, told The Nation that our father
was devastated last year after his house was burnt down by the herdsmen and had his
state of mind compounded last weekend by the flood incident which robbed him of his

basic means of livelihood.

Her words: “My dad collapsed and died last week after the incident. He died of shock.
We took him to the hospital and did all we could, but he didn't survive. He lost his house
last year and lost all he laboured for this year. This made the shock too difficult for him to

bear and that resulted in his death. The flood affected our farms badly.

“Our house was burnt down during the herdsmen-farmers crisis. After the herdsmen
burnt our house, we camped in Ugboko in Apa Local Government. We later returned to
Aila. | also totally became hopeless after the flood destroyed our farm. Now, we are

homeless and foodless, let me put it that way.”

Speaking in emotion laden voice, Mary hinted: “We are supposed to harvest the produce

later in the year but there is a variety of rice we are supposed to harvest this month.



They are all gone. My late father had about eight hectares; my mother has about four
hectares and | have three hectares. What to eat now is a huge problem. If we are able to

get equipment to help us enlarge our farm produce, we would be happy.”

Pa Christian, a 75-year-old, also lost his life after the incident. One of his son’s, Oloche,
said: “I lost my father on Tuesday. He was sick and when we took him to the hospital, he
couldn’t make it. The flood affected many places here. | lost a lot. We lost a lot of things

during the herdsmen attack and now flood came again and brought down our houses.

“We have buried my late father in our house that was affected by the flood. We couldn't
bury him in the Catholic cemetery because the place is flooded. This is why we managed
to bury him in the house. We need a lot of assistance. We don’t have a place to live. We

are staying with somebody. Going back to our house depends on God.”

A victim who hails from Abugbe, Emmanuel Adagedo, described the flood incident as
terrible, regretting that he has lost everything he toiled for since the beginning of the

year.

Reliving his experience, one of the victims, Alhaji Odho, who hails from Abugbe, said the
flood incident was so severe that most of them have found it difficult to cope. “Our
buildings were built with burnt bricks and therefore were not so badly affected by the
flood but our farms were wiped off. | lost everything that | planted on the farm. My rice
farm is about 10 hectares. Yam is about three hectares. We were planning to harvest the
rice between December and January but with the situation of things now, | don't think
we can get anything from the farm anymore. Everything is lost. It is the survival of the
fittest for most of us now as we depend only on God for help. | have been relying on
people to take care of my family and as things stand now, there is no hope for the

coming planting season.”



Odho feared that the affected communities would experience food scarcity because of
the huge loss they suffered. “There would certainly be food shortage in this area next
year. Even as | speak to you now, there is nothing on the ground. If | can get someone to
give me a loan to start all over again, | would be very happy. We would so much

appreciate if the government could be of help to us. There is no IDP camp here”

Another victim, Emmanuel Adegedo said: “The rain has been falling regularly except for
the past two days. The flood destroyed the FADAMA farms. There is no hope of getting
farm produce this year, most especially in the swampy area where we planted rice. The

farm is expansive and our primary occupation is farming.

“I was in my house when the flood was coming. The community shares boundary with
River Benue. We are by the river bank. Because of our experience in 2012, we quickly ran
away when we saw the flood coming. We started evacuating the little children much

earlier.

“The flood didn't pull down my house but it occupied the whole place; so we had to run
away. | have moved my family to Gboko while I am in Oturpko. They are out of school

no but immediately this challenge goes off, they would be returning to school”

He hinted that many of his colleagues have been finding it difficult to feed after the
incident. “We have been managing the little we have on us but many people are finding
it difficult to feed their families because their homes were massively destroyed. Many
people didn’t take proactive steps when the signs were coming. They sat down thinking
it would not happen. | saw it coming and started preparing much earlier for it. With the

rate the rain is falling, we don’t know when we would be returning to our homes.

“I have decided not to go to IDP camp because of the way people are treated there. If

there is any outbreak, it would be a problem. | don’t feel comfortable. Ahead of the next



planting season, we would go to the communities that were not affected by the flood to

get seedlings to plant but we are still looking up to the government for assistance.”

Rueing his loss, a victim, Gideon Ogbole, said he has been relying on his relations to
provide for his family. “I was at home when the flood started late in the evening on
Saturday. It didn’t get to my house but it destroyed all that | had planted on my six-

hectare farm. | felt so bad when | saw the damage because | have nothing left.

“We are only managing to feed from some relatives who were not affected. | go to their
farms to work for them and at the end, they give me the little they can afford to feed my
family. That is how we have been managing to survive. There is no surplus money
anywhere to take care of the family. 1 am supposed to harvest the produce in two or

three months’ time. | lost everything.”

Ogbole despondently added: “I don’t have the means of starting all over again. | need
help to do this. But if help doesn’t come, | have to look round to source for money to
start all over again. This is the only alternative. | will be happy if the government can help
me to start all over again. There is no IDP camp in our area. We were told that they were
planning to open one but that one of the facilitators died and they had taken his corpse

home.”

In a telephone chat with The Nation, the monarch of the embattled communities, HRH,
Cletus Kukunu, tersely said: “The rain started last week and fell for about one week. The
flood came overnight and swept many things away. It carried away animals, properties

and damaged houses.”

Efforts to get him speak further proved unsuccessful as he said he was in a meeting. He
promised to return the call but he didn’t. Even when our correspondent called him much

later, he maintained that he was still in a meeting.



In another telephone chat with our correspondent, the Executive Director of Global Care
for Kids Foundation, one of the non-governmental organisations providing relief
materials for the victims, Linda Orokpo Ochagla, said: “We have been giving relief
materials including cooked food to the children and women. | appeal to people that want
to help. They contribute and | also do use my personal money too to buy things. Aside
from us, there are many non-governmental organisations coming to help the victims.
Bengonet, an NGO, is in charge of sharing the relief materials together with NEMA. Tuface

was also around to give relief materials to the people.

“Some people normally complain that food doesn’t get to them. So, whenever we take
things there, | always stand there and see them share the items before | leave. | do this to

make sure that the items get to everybody.”

She added: “The flood destroyed a lot of things. As we speak, some people still have
their cars inside the flood. They are waiting for the flood to subside before they can take
the vehicles away. The problem here is that it has kept raining. Until the rain subsides, |
don't think there is anything they can do. But the government has started working on the

water ways to prevent flood in the area.

“The children cannot go to school. We are soliciting for volunteers who can be teaching
the children for this period until they are able to go back to their houses. So far, we have

got some people that have agreed.”

To avert a re-occurrence of the incident, Ochagla said: “The government needs to make
sure the water ways are functioning. They need to demolish some structures built on
wrong places. There is a place where they built a market and that is a wrong place for

such. They need to shift the market to the right place so that the water ways can be free.

“They need to clean the gutters because many of them are blocked with dirt. The level of

hygiene in the IDP camp is okay but if they don't leave the camp on time, there could be



issues but for now there is no outbreak yet.”

f jw]c ]2 lin]©

Do you get a good or bad response from your wife after making love? Discover a great natural
solution that changed my story and put an end to weak/premature ejaculation, CLICK HERE TO
READ MORE

Dr Dan reveals a 30 days cure for small man hood,weak erection,premature ejaculation and fruits

men must eat in a day

WARNING MEN: These 3 Mistakes During Sex Makes Your Wife Cheat On You! Click Here to Read

them!

3 Ways Doctors Recommend for Men to Naturally Increase Manhood Size to 6.3 inches and Cure

Quick Ejaculation Permanently (No Side Effects). Click Here for Info!

Attention MEN! These 3 Foods causes Weak Erection and Chronic Premature Ejaculation, plus See
the 2 things My Husband Did to Increase his Manhood to 5.2 inches and Now Last 25 mins, No Side

Effects. Click Here for free info!

Wife Exposes Natural Cure that Helped Her Husband to Last 35minutes during sex and Made His
Penis size Bigger to 5.9inches (No Side Effects). Click Here!

Prevent A Possible Heart Attack! Mind Your BP! Get Nature's way to Normalize Your Blood Pressure!

Click here!l!l

RED HOT SOLUTION!! Click Here Now - To See The Brand New 3-in-1 Solution That Enlarges Your
Penis Size By An Extra 3.7 Inches In 28 Days,And Makes You Last Over 35 Minutes In Bed,Having
Sex With A Woman Tonight...

Tags: Benue deaths flood Shock Victims

RELATED LINKS


http://thenationonlineng.net/#facebook
http://thenationonlineng.net/#twitter
http://thenationonlineng.net/#google_plus
http://thenationonlineng.net/#pinterest
http://thenationonlineng.net/#linkedin
http://thenationonlineng.net/#whatsapp
http://j.mp/talination
http://muyihealth.com/libiron.htm
http://naturalhealthcure.com.ng/mktek
http://naturalhealthcure.com.ng/mkmo
http://naturalhealthcure.com.ng/mknat
http://naturalhealthcure.com.ng/mkot
http://bit.ly/2eVJWAS
https://goo.gl/8pukpV
http://thenationonlineng.net/tag/benue/
http://thenationonlineng.net/tag/deaths/
http://thenationonlineng.net/tag/flood/
http://thenationonlineng.net/tag/shock/
http://thenationonlineng.net/tag/victims/

o

REVEALED: Inside Benue IDPs camp

‘We specialise in robbing people of expensive phones’


http://thenationonlineng.net/revealed-inside-benue-idps-camp/
http://thenationonlineng.net/not-extra-marital-affairs-1/
http://thenationonlineng.net/untold-story-of-owerri-market-demolition/
http://thenationonlineng.net/specialise-robbing-people-expensive-phones/

INVESTIGATION: Poison on parade (2)

0 Comments The Nation

Q© Recommend [# Share

. Start the discussion...
N

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WiTH DIsaus (?)

0000 -

Be the first to comment.

>4 subscribe Q Add Disqus to your siteAdd DisqusAdd [*) Privacy

n Login ~

Sort by Oldest ~

DISQUS


http://thenationonlineng.net/shock-deaths-stalk-victims-benue-flood/
http://thenationonlineng.net/investigation-why-contaminated-pure-water-abounds-in-lagos/
https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/thenationonline/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=thenationonline&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy

NEWS UPDATE

1:05 pm APC leader hailed for Human Development Initiatives

1:01 pm Court orders INEC to proceed with Melaye’s recall process
12:54 pm NSCDC deploys operatives on Niger highways

12:49 pm Super Eagles in Accra for WAFU

11:38 am Kano: Board arrests 1,429 beggars in eight months

11:30 am Kogi Flood: NYCN mobilises youth volunteers to riverine areas
11:18 am NAF hits Boko Haram miilitants’ hideout in Borno

11:00 am Six Boko Haram insurgents surrender to NSCDC

10:28 am Myanmar’s military operation an ethnic cleansing - UN

10:23 am Abducted director released - Police

10:20 am Kano targets top three at youth games

Click for more

PUBLIC POLL

Should President Muhammadu Buhari reshuffle his cabinet ?
Yes
No

| don't know

VOTE

View Results


http://thenationonlineng.net/category/news-update
http://thenationonlineng.net/apc-leader-hailed-for-human-development-initiatives/
http://thenationonlineng.net/court-orders-inec-proceed-melayes-recall-process/
http://thenationonlineng.net/nscdc-deploys-operatives-on-niger-highways/
http://thenationonlineng.net/super-eagles-in-accra/
http://thenationonlineng.net/kano-board-arrests-1429-beggars-in-eight-months/
http://thenationonlineng.net/kogi-flood-nycn-mobilises-youth-volunteers-to-riverine-areas/
http://thenationonlineng.net/naf-hits-boko-haram-militants-hideout-borno/
http://thenationonlineng.net/six-boko-haram-insurgents-surrender-to-nscdc/
http://thenationonlineng.net/myanmars-military-operation-an-ethnic-cleansing-un/
http://thenationonlineng.net/abducted-director-released-police/
http://thenationonlineng.net/kano-targets-top-three-at-youth-games/
http://thenationonlineng.net/category/news-update/

SPONSORED POST


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E262PFTwAow
http://thenationonlineng.net/category/sponsored-post/

L

[18+]: FORGET ONLINE SEX STORIES! GET PERMANENT CURE FOR PREMATURE EJACULATION, WEAK ERECTION
& OTHER SEXUAL DYSFUNCTIONS. LAST 35MINS IN BED

The place of the OTHER ROOM in the ministry of couples cannot be overemphasised. As a Medical Practitioner and
Marriage...

EXPOSED: LAGOS-BASED WIFE SAYS HER HUSBAND CAN ONLY LAST 40SECONDS DURING SEX...

Tweets by TheNationNews

CITY BEATS

Flood: Health minister donates drugs to victims


http://thenationonlineng.net/18-forget-online-sex-stories-get-permanent-cure-for-premature-ejaculation-weak-erection-other-sexual-dysfunctions-last-35mins-in-bed/
http://thenationonlineng.net/exposed-lagos-based-wife-says-husband-can-last-40seconds-sex/
https://twitter.com/TheNationNews
http://thenationonlineng.net/category/city-beats/
http://thenationonlineng.net/health-minister-donates-drugs/

Auto crash claims 19 lives in Kano
Court arraigns man for homosexuality

Man impersonates Lagos Deputy Gov.

Show More

ONLINE SPECIAL

Shock as 31-yr-old drowns months to wedding
#NotTooYoungToRun: Hope for Nigerian youths?
Game of Throne characters we can’t wait to see again

Gynaecologist warns against oral sex

Show More

EDUCATION

SOKOTO

NIGERIA

Sokoto integrates 4,000 Qur’anic schools into education system
ASUU : Varsities to get N220bn within one month

UPDATED: Post-UTME screening/examination dates, requirements


http://thenationonlineng.net/auto-crash-claims-19-lives-in-kano/
http://thenationonlineng.net/court-arraigns-man-for-homosexuality/
http://thenationonlineng.net/man-impersonates-lagos-deputy-gov/
http://thenationonlineng.net/category/city-beats/
http://thenationonlineng.net/category/online-special/
http://thenationonlineng.net/shock-31-yr-old-drowns-months-wedding/
http://thenationonlineng.net/nottooyoungtorun-hope-youths/
http://thenationonlineng.net/game-throne-characters/
http://thenationonlineng.net/gynaecologist-warns-oral-sex/
http://thenationonlineng.net/category/online-special/
http://thenationonlineng.net/category/education/
http://thenationonlineng.net/sokoto-integrates-4000-quranic-schools-into-education-system/
http://thenationonlineng.net/asuu-varsities-to-get-n220bn-within-one-month/
http://thenationonlineng.net/updated-post-utme-screeningexamination-dates-requirements/

JAMB direct entry to close Sept. 15

Show More

BUSINESS

TCN gets $1b for expansion, others

Ship import dips to N319b on forex scarcity

PwC: Nigeria's real GDP ’ll recover fully by 2019

Much ado about proposed Pension Act amendment

Show More

Copyright © 2017, All Rights Reserved.



http://thenationonlineng.net/jamb-direct-entry-to-close-sept-15/
http://thenationonlineng.net/category/education/
http://thenationonlineng.net/category/business/
http://thenationonlineng.net/tcn-gets-1b-expansion-others/
http://thenationonlineng.net/ship-import-dips-n319b-forex-scarcity/
http://thenationonlineng.net/pwc-nigerias-real-gdp-ll-recover-fully-2019/
http://thenationonlineng.net/much-ado-proposed-pension-act-amendment/
http://thenationonlineng.net/category/business/
https://www.facebook.com/thenationng
https://twitter.com/thenationnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb1jg0_Cgf-6qw-cYNz0T7w
http://dev.thenationonlineng.net/feed/




