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Family demands justice for son’s death
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The family of 27-year-old Emeka Anionwu, who was murdered in Warri, has rejected

claims by the family of his girlfriend and the police that he was killed by robbers.

Emeka was reported dead by Chief Athan Iwuchukwu, father to his girlfriend, Chioma,

and special assistant to ex-Governor Emmanuel Uduaghan on Non Indigenes Affairs.
Emeka passed the night in Iwuchukwu’s house on the insistence of Chioma.

Although spokesman of the Delta State command, DSP Andrew Aniamaka, said the
deceased was shot dead by robbers, about 3:30 am last Monday, at the Enerhen home
of Iwuchukwu, the Anionwu family rejected the claim, describing it as a “cheap cover up

to avoid uncovering a premeditated murder”.

The Nation gathered from the sister of the deceased, Lilian Anionwu, that Iwuchukwu

told the police Emeka was one of the robbers who stormed his home, but got killed.
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Lilian told reporters in Warri: “No robber killed my brother. He was murdered. The police
have a duty to find out. My brother and Chioma have been having an affair for two years
and, her parents, just like ours are aware of the relationship. Whether her father

approves of the affair is not the issue here.

“On the fateful August 28, Chioma came to our Edjeba home to meet Emeka, who just
returned from work offshore. They left at 5 pm to the Enerhen home of her dad. They
were supposed to return to Edejeba but they apparently stayed back on Chioma'’s

insistence that the parents, who travelled, may no longer return till the day after.

“When Chief Athan Iwuchukwu, Chioma’s father visited the Enerhen Police station the
next day, he said in his first statement, my brother was among the robbers, who
attacked his home, and got killed. He never mentioned my brother was guest to her

daughter, that they both slept in the house, with Chioma'’s brother.

“The DPO was shocked after hearing my account and that of Chioma and he called the
IPO to ask Iwuchukwu to change his statement on caution, saying the matter was not
robbery but a suspected murder. Chioma and his father know how and why my brother

had to die. They need to be questioned”, she demanded.

Also, an aunt of the deceased, Jane Anionwu, raised questions on Iwuchukwu’s claims,
and the circumstances surrounding her nephew’s death. She demanding the former

governor’s aide be investigated.

“Chioma’s father claimed he was not home when he raised an alarm of robbery at his
residence about 3.30 am. The police who went there saw the place locked, but my
brother who was supposed to be in with Chioma and his brother was the one killed by

the robbers outside their gate? That story is too true to be believed”, she said.

When contacted, Chief Iwuchukwu responded that the matter was before the police and

it was best to allow the police do their job.



DSP Aniamaka, in a report, said “three robbers, ostensibly about to commit their act,
were resisted by Emeka Anionwu, and he was shot dead. That is the much we know for

now, but we are investigating to bring these robbers to book.

“We are working on it. Immediately we got wind of the attack, our men, led by a
superintendent, moved in but unfortunately they had left. We took the body to the

mortuary and took inventory of the expended cartridge”, Aniamaka said.
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