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Army kills 4 kidnap sus

€ [ot"dea 2
men gerian Army, 1%_jal, The Nation learnt. :
Battalion after a team of armed mil- A _suspect, identified as David _
fary men stormed their hideout. Adogbeji, was arrested during the
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‘Four Nigerians
allegedly
detained by
Cameroonian
authoritie

B Nicholas KALTJ, Calabar B

T HE National Coordi-
l nator of t
Displaced
P

Internally
Bakassi,

Persons of
ice  Aston-
Joseph Inayr has raised
the alarm over the alleged
detention of Nigerians
from Bakassi by the
Cameroonian aathorities.
Inyang in a letter titled
"Abuse of Human Rights"
addressed to the feam
leader of the
Cameroon/Nigeria Mixed
Commission, made avail-
able to The Nation in Cal-
abar alleged that the
detention came on the heels
of “forceful taxation” im-
posed on them.
According to him, the
Nigerians, whe were com-
munity leaders in the ceded

Bakassi Peninsula, were
going to be slammed with
false allegations” and

made to face trial.

He said the names of the
four detained are Bassey
Ikoedem Utong, Ndunﬁ
Ekpenyong Ndung, Josep!
Ekpenyong Isang  and
Asukwo Isuo Atteh.

The letter dated August
16, 2017 read in part: “The
four Nigerians have been
detained for more than a
week now, first in Dia-
mond, later transferred to
Jabanne later to Mudemba,
the headquarters of Ndian
Division, to be taken to
court for false allegations.”

He complained that
Nigerians from Bakassi
Peninsula cried out about a
month ago over eviction b
Cameroon authorities over
taxation and levies, and

athered in lkang area of

ross River State and also
in Esuk Ewang Mbo Local
Government o? Akwa Ibom
State, without any attention
given to them.

He debunked reports of
killings in the peninsula,
saying the issues were as a
result of undue levies, de-
struction of fishing eq)ii -
ment and restriction of the
Nigerian people to fish in
the waters.

“There is no freedom, but
forceful extortion and slav-
ery of the people. This is the
bone of contention. Sir we
plead that you use your
Eood office and intervene.

et justice prevail. It is a
matter of urgent attention.
Their wives and children
are crying,” Inyang said.
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*Some containing garts of 71,500 litres of adulterated petroleum products w

curity and Civil Defence
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a mermber of the
5 ter-
iver

hich were impounded by Nigeria Se-
orps on Ikot Udoma Street in Eket, Cross River...yesterday

NSCDC intercelpts stolen oil loaded in

govt vehic

HE I\‘I]:Fena Security
Js
), L te
Conu(i\\land, has ix}t,teme ed
stolen petroleum products
conveyed in a vehicle belong-
ing to the Ministry of Mines
and Steel Development.

It was gathered that the
vehicle, a Toyota Hilux van,
which was used by the sus-
pects to beat security check-

oints, was rounded up on

ursday in Yenagoa, by the

anti-vandal team of " the
NSCDC

One of the sus; iden-
tified as Philip Tuma, con-
fessed that he worked in the
ministry and was allowed by
the ministry's authority to
keep the vehicle marked
28A-36FG in his care,

He, however, said his boss
in the ministry knew nothin;
about his illégal mission o
using the vehicle to transport

Delta APC blasts Okowa over

HE All Pr(ﬁessives
I Congress (APC) in
Delta State has blasted
the Governor Ifeanyi Okowa
led administration over
claims that it has created
42,169 jobs since assumption
of office.
The APC described the
claims as “bogus, laughable
and unsubstantiated.”

B Mike ODIEGWU, Yenagoa B
stolen oil.

Tuma said he embarked
on the dirty deal in con-
nivance with his younger
brothers, who were idle fol-
lowing the ongoing strike
embarked upon by members
of the Academic Staff Union
of Universities (ASUU).

"I'work in the ministry and
was given the bus to keéep as
a worker. My boss has no
knowledge of what I have
done. This is my first time.

"My younger ones, who
are at home because of the
ASUU strike convinced me
to follow them because they
needed money for their
fees,"he said.

Also, a female suspect,
Mercy Ekereme, paraded for
her alleged involvement in
illegal bunkering, said she
was arrested by NSCDC

B Okungbowa AIWERIE, B
Asaba

It will be recalled that
Delta Commissioner of In-
formation, Mr. Patrick Ukah
had at a press briefing re-
cently in Asaba-the Delta
State’ capital said that the
state government had cre-
ated 42,169 jobs under the

Edo to deal with operators of illegal commercial toilets

deal with operators of illegal commer-

cial toilets in markets across the state.

The government said many
commercial toilets were unkempt and
found to be disposing excreta, and silt into

Edo State government said it would

public drains.

The state Commissioner for Environment
and Sustainability, Hon. Reginald Okun,
gave the threat when he led a team of
health officials to seal some of the toilets,

Okun said the steps were to ensure a
clean and orderly city adding that default-

of the illegal

cality.

B Osagie OTABOR, Benin B

ers of sanitation and pollution management
law would be

He stated that the state government
would no longer condone ille;
of commercial toilet that could pose dan-
ger to the health of people living in the lo-

rosecuted.

al operation

The commissioner enjoined all who
wanted to operate such business to seek the
necessary approval from the necessary
quarters to avoid being caught by the law.

while trying to convey the
roducts from Ogbia to
‘enagoa.

Ekereme, who hailed from
Delta State, said she was
once a hawker of sachet
water but was introduced
into the oil theft business by
an unnamed woman.

"The woman who intro-
duced me to this oil business
saw me selling pure water
and said my water busi-
ness was embarrassing. She
helped me to tl§et aloan and

i me with a dealer who
gives me products to sell.

5 egot roduct and de-
cid to take them to
Yenagoa. I met a man who
came to buy fuel into a Hilux
vehicle for his boss. We
a on a fare and he de-
cided to carry the products to
Yerggoa but we were ar-
rested at Okaki," she said.

Speaking shortly after de-

Okowa regime.

The Publicity Secretary of
the APC in Delta State, Mr.
Leo Obibi, who spoke with
The Nation C{esterday
pointed out the discrepan-
cies in the statement ited
to the commissioner and the
admission by Okowa re-
cently on television that his
administration had created
3,000 jobs

“The claim by the com-
missioner that the state gov-
ernment has created over
43,000 jobs is lalllfhable. The
governor himself was on tel-
evision and claimed he has

enerated something over
,000 jobs,” Obibi remarked.

While decrying the gover-
nor’s job creation strategies,
Obibi, urged the state gov-
ernment to undertake strate-
gic development plans that
could stimulate businesses.
He said: “Doing contracted

e, arrests suspects

stroying some of the im-
Bounded products, the

epu Commandant,
N , Mr. Chikere Isidore,
said the suspects would be
prosecuted.

"We are always on their
trail and each time we inter-
cept them, we arrest and
&msecute them. You can see

e suspects carried some of
their products in a van of a

Own ministry to escape ar-
rest. But they failed.peOur
men are always on the look-
out," he said.

He said some of the im-
Eounded products were

urnt because they were

abandoned by s , who
ran away on sighting opera-
tives of the N %

He, however, said that
other products at the com-
mand were arrested with
their owners and were used
as exhibits in court.

job creation claims

training for some youths on
eshift farms in the back-
¥md of their homes is a job
or local government coun-
cils and not the state govern-
ment.”

Obibi also debunked
claims by the state govern-
ment that it had constructed
98 roads totaling 612 km and
drains covering 300 km.

His words: “Governor
Okowa claims he has fixed
98 roads and drainage proj-
ects, but we are not con-
cerned about the numbers
because even a tiny 300m
road can be called a project.
The point of concern is the
wastage of the people's re-
sources. Many of the roads
have failed in less than six
months, just as the drainage
are inadequate and sub-
standard, which is why you
have flooding all over the
place.”

pects in Delta, arrests gang members
to lead them to his gang’s Mdeou%stemind con-

Robinson Okotie,
d gbeyiyi j

gun- shot wounds,

Efforts to reach the Commandin:
Officer, 19 Battalion, Lt Col Maaji
Mohammed , was not successful.
The corpses of the kidnap sus-
ects had been handed over to the
Nigeria Police Divisional Head-
quarters, Koko, Warri North L.G.A.

'Wike is
determined to
make a mark,
leave legacies
in Rivers'

B Bisi OLANIYL, B
Port Harcourt

HE umbrella organisa-

I tion of professionals,

practitioners and stake-
holders of the Nigerian Mar-
itime Economy , the
Marine Club of Nigeria
}{l\l/ICI\D, has stated that the
ivers State Governor, Chief
Nyesom Wike, is determined
tomake a mark and leave lega-
cies in the Niger Delta state.

The group also noted that
Wike, 18 ing Rivers to be
more secure.

The President of MCN, Dr.
Chinedu Jideofo-Ogbuagu,
yesterday in an interactive
session with reporters in Port
Harcourt, urged the Rivers
Eovemor to allocate naviga-

le waterfront land in Port
Harcourt to the association
to establish a free trade zone,
in order to provide employ-
ment opportunities for the
teeming qualified youths.

Besides the Oil and Gas
Free Zone in Onne, Eleme
Local Government Area of
the state, for oil andtﬁas car-
goes, he stated that the state
could have many free trade
zones, like Lagos State
with10 functionalg free trade
zones, thereby ‘fromoting
economic and industrial ac-
tivities, adding that NIME is
60-75 per cent of the entire
Nigerian economy.

FG appoints
Obaseki substantive

CMD of UBTH

B Osagie OTABOR, Benin B
HE Federal Govern-

ment has appointed Dr.
Darlington Obaseki as
the substantive Chief Medical

Director (CMD) of the Uni-
versity of Benin Teaching

H??ltal £

e letter of a_lﬁlpoinm\ent
was issued on Thursday to
Dr. Obaseki by the Minister of
Health, Prof. Isaac Adewole.

Until his ag]pointment, Dr
Obaseki was the Acting CMD
of the hospital following the
expiration of the tenure of
Prof. Michael Ibadin.

Dr. Obaseki in a chat with
newsmen promised to
strenﬁfgen %?—%Oin reforms
to make UBTH the best hos-
pital in the country.

"I give God the lglox'y and
th the Federal Govern-
ment for the opportunity
given to me to lead this insti-
tution for another four years.

"l am going to work with
my team and the entire staff
of this hospital to achieve
greater success.

" You can seedthat we are
cnjoying tremendous support
frgmyglli:r staff and we ullgtggd
to continue, improve the wel-
fare of our staff so we can give
better service to patients and
also improve our infrastruc-
tures for better service deliv-
ery, " he stated.




