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Flood sweeps away Okada rider, bike in Ekiti
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-Body deposited at teaching hospital’s morgue

A downpour on Monday in Ado-Ekiti, the Ekiti State capital, swept away a commercial

motorcycle (Okada) operator, Victor Ajeniyi, and his motorcycle.

The flood destroyed property and sacked residents of Basiri, Nova Road, Afao Road and

Adebayo from their homes.
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Ajeniyi was said to have attempted to force his way through the raging water, which

overflowed the bridge on Elemi River along Iworoko Road, near Ayemi Motor Park.

The body of the deceased was found yesterday by a search party deployed by Police

Commissioner Abdullahi Chafe after combing the river bank for several hours.

The Okada man reportedly lost grip of the bike and, in his attempt to rescue it from the

flood, got overpowered by the raging water.
He was said to have defied the warning of the two passengers he was conveying.

His passengers reportedly wanted to disembark, but he was said to have insisted on

continuing the ride.

| eyewitness said: “But while trying to cross, he lost control at the EIémi Channel at

emi Motor Park area of Adebayo. He ignored the entreaties and admonitions from

. dtorists and other commercial motorcyclists, who could not cross the channel but
+

. sited for the water to recede.
m e had two passengers and they decided not to go with him. But he insisted that he had
> knowledge of the way and how best to wade through the water.

“When he lost control and the water began taking away his bike, he tried to rescue the
bike. Along the line, he fell. The onlookers were helpless when he lost control. They

watched helplessly from afar as he was overwhelmed by the flood.”

Police spokesperson Alberto Adeyemi, a Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP), said: “It
was an unfortunate incident because it could have been averted, if he had taken

precautions.
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“We have identified him and his body has been taken to the morgue at the Ekiti State

University Teaching Hospital in Ado-Ekiti.”
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