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N persons were feared dead in an accident on the lkot-Ekpene-Aba Expressway in

Aba, Abia State, at the weekend. Many others were injured.

The accident was allegedly caused by a truck carrying chippings and heading for Aba. It
caused a gridlock, with personnel of the Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC) and Nigeria

Police Force (NPF) working to clear the gridlock.

An eyewitness blamed the truck driver for recklessness, saying he suspected the driver,
who was descending the Ogbor Hill Bridge on speed, lost control and crashed into the

commercial bus, a car, a commercial tricycle and pedestrians.

“The man was coming down the bridge with speed and in the process, lost control of his
vehicle. The bus and some keke were loading their passengers before the accident. The

car down the bridge was hit and it destroyed the rail before landing there.

“I am not sure anyone in that car survived. Another private car was also affected and |

don’t think the passengers survived.
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“The people affected were about 20 or more; about 10 persons died. Many people

sustained injuries because it happened during the rush hour.”

The eyewitness said whereabouts of the truck driver and his conductor were unknown.

An FRSC personnel, who pleaded for anonymity, said 21 persons were affected in the

accident - eight females and 13 males; three persons died.

» added that the injured were being treated in a private hospital on the Aba-lkot

pene Expressway.

at press time, the truck (SAG 115 XA) was still on the Bridge while the commercial bus
7A 376 YF) was still trapped beside the river.
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