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‘People inhaled the gas and got choked to death’

Posted By: Precious Dikewoha on: March 10,2017 In: Niger Delta No Comments

February 22 will for some time remain a sad day for community in Emohua Local Government Area of
Rivers State. That day, a gas explosion rocked Evekwu and the effects are still being felt. It came from
an oil facility. More than 10 people are feared dead. Some of the victims identified by their leaders
include, Sarah Obisike, Omevem Ezinwo, Nkesi Wodu, Kingsley Enyadike, Samuel Amadi. James
Nzokurum, Uche Ize, Faith Mannewe, Chidi Wekwa and a young lady (name not ascertained).

When the incident first happened in the community, there were confusing reports on what the actual
cause of the explosion was and how many casualties recorded. Some said it was only one person that
died; others said no death was recorded.

Rivers State Commissioner for Environment Prof. Roseline Konya visited the scene and was quoted as
saying that nobody died in the gas explosion because the incident occurred in a forest.

But the communities disagreed with her and noted that two days after the explosion, they discovered
four death bodies inside the bush. They also argued that it was not only Evekwu community that was
affected by the exposition and that many members of the community are still searching for their
relatives who have been declared missing.

The Chairman of Ikwerre Youth Movement (IYM) Emohua chapter, Sir Lucky Worluh, said he was
disappointed when he heard that Konya claimed nobody died.
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He said the inability of the owners of the exploded facility to show sympathy to the affected community
and the families of the victims was a sign of enslavement and disregard for the pains and the suffering
of the people.

Worluh said: “Even a deaf and dumb can disappoint you if you think you can take him or her for
granted. What we need now in the affected community is remediation and while that is going on, the
companies should send relief materials to the people. God will not forgive those who are seeing white


http://thenationonlineng.net/
https://cat.nl.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=Dc2M3XxOTm1SR3F1R2x0UE05SWZxMkZCNnQ2dmJXa0VHSyt6a2VSellSd3BLTWwrUE5wYmJ4SWl6NTVzdVF2V09wZmhzWVRjNWZ4UlA3Vm1Qb0I2dlNrZ20rMUllNlYvVEVBbUN4a28zUHhDS3VoUnJnMlB0RVJVRTRzbER4RTdGSXhFbklBWXFCM0xaV1ovNmtEM21mRVhKSlBqV21iM1RhRWZOUjNDZENGL3dvekhXRm9LdFNOOXFzU3FOcTYrUXJFaVR2MUdabDFpak1UQk9VZFc5eWFLRTh3SHduTWk1L3ozY3ZlRDJBN201NzlidzNGMWtRWDAwZEdnWGVPTmVBZU1BTFVTdkloSmxqeE81SXNBcXZkNmZ6andwMGZIbDdmWkl2WFg1K1hRMWRPazY3UzhZang2NnpkQWZ5djNpRXAzV1lBSlcrenJNU0F6R2dOVFZleGJENlowSFZua3UyelVMNDNvSGZyelR5STA9fA%3D%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jumia.com.ng%2F
https://cat.nl.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jumia.com.ng%2Fbelt-detail-leather-loafers-black-3164278.html%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dpaid%26utm_campaign%3DNG-%255BV%253ARtg%255D%2520Criteo%2520Retargeting%26utm_term%3DFASHION%26utm_content%3DOT575SHCPTKMNAFAMZ
https://cat.nl.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jumia.com.ng%2Fsmart-simple-sneaker-black-5720233.html%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dpaid%26utm_campaign%3DNG-%255BV%253ARtg%255D%2520Criteo%2520Retargeting%26utm_term%3DFASHION%26utm_content%3DHZ400SH0JRNEMNAFAMZ
https://cat.nl.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jumia.com.ng%2Fburrito-mens-bracelet-pack-black-silver-white-5473465.html%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dpaid%26utm_campaign%3DNG-%255BV%253ARtg%255D%2520Criteo%2520Retargeting%26utm_term%3DFASHION%26utm_content%3DFA203AC0XLNEYNAFAMZ
https://cat.nl.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jumia.com.ng%2Fmens-high-top-sneakers-black-5616776.html%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dpaid%26utm_campaign%3DNG-%255BV%253ARtg%255D%2520Criteo%2520Retargeting%26utm_term%3DFASHION%26utm_content%3DHZ400SH14CD82NAFAMZ
https://cat.nl.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jumia.com.ng%2Fmens-toe-ski-sandals-white-5568311.html%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dpaid%26utm_campaign%3DNG-%255BV%253ARtg%255D%2520Criteo%2520Retargeting%26utm_term%3DFASHION%26utm_content%3DFA203SH06S1X2NAFAMZ
https://info.criteo.com/privacy/informations?infonorm=3&partner=15508&campaignid=67855&zoneid=222316&bannerid=8602312&displayid=ae7c6535b6&uaCap=0&aid=EmRuqnxHeU1SS05zYmRmdjNEV3FMdUYvZHZ3NElEdFcxTWVQTU9POXZPOWwvd2NjPXw=&u=%7C1DJQFq1ockRbaGcN0g0FkLg/NbdtQzUulNFciWt3zxg=%7C
http://thenationonlineng.net/author/group/
http://thenationonlineng.net/category/niger-delta-3/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CiuBWRXXCWNXjFMmnzAbmlKvAAp-3n8ZEqojI_eQCrZCilTsQASCunPUUYLeMg4WMMaAB3uGnzgPIAQGoAwHIA8sEqgS9AU_Q0sCOO6M7lBuaVobZk5WRkhCHhi8NT7zppgSAtn1L0KzEhJGDjfuUkq2MWYeUWgs2BFSNxrf5b8X8PHcAwfe00aXfQnhGuxwVE7SuD0uUkkze4FxJc6NL6iP5vvTSOJPGIcOB43r_saOVjzRWthoRqIkCS8kwjQCfriPpyJLlqBp7T6sIYwBLn88gtXNo1BDzOHB6ZoByprPMXxUwL3pFbFCPEzf9ZrqDAPQ5Y4CnJN-lKLBMHtzcH7oqMYAHip7YMagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIABEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoh7fvywG1_LrUKOaVeSWbVA&sig=AOD64_2bK_Qh6iCGq8VgeH5GQ2ZMjyHXTw&client=ca-pub-5089981496810613&adurl=http://download.fromdoctopdf.com/index.jhtml%3Fpartner%3DY6xdm269
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CiuBWRXXCWNXjFMmnzAbmlKvAAp-3n8ZEqojI_eQCrZCilTsQASCunPUUYLeMg4WMMaAB3uGnzgPIAQGoAwHIA8sEqgS9AU_Q0sCOO6M7lBuaVobZk5WRkhCHhi8NT7zppgSAtn1L0KzEhJGDjfuUkq2MWYeUWgs2BFSNxrf5b8X8PHcAwfe00aXfQnhGuxwVE7SuD0uUkkze4FxJc6NL6iP5vvTSOJPGIcOB43r_saOVjzRWthoRqIkCS8kwjQCfriPpyJLlqBp7T6sIYwBLn88gtXNo1BDzOHB6ZoByprPMXxUwL3pFbFCPEzf9ZrqDAPQ5Y4CnJN-lKLBMHtzcH7oqMYAHip7YMagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIABEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoh7fvywG1_LrUKOaVeSWbVA&sig=AOD64_2bK_Qh6iCGq8VgeH5GQ2ZMjyHXTw&client=ca-pub-5089981496810613&adurl=http://download.fromdoctopdf.com/index.jhtml%3Fpartner%3DY6xdm269
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CiuBWRXXCWNXjFMmnzAbmlKvAAp-3n8ZEqojI_eQCrZCilTsQASCunPUUYLeMg4WMMaAB3uGnzgPIAQGoAwHIA8sEqgS9AU_Q0sCOO6M7lBuaVobZk5WRkhCHhi8NT7zppgSAtn1L0KzEhJGDjfuUkq2MWYeUWgs2BFSNxrf5b8X8PHcAwfe00aXfQnhGuxwVE7SuD0uUkkze4FxJc6NL6iP5vvTSOJPGIcOB43r_saOVjzRWthoRqIkCS8kwjQCfriPpyJLlqBp7T6sIYwBLn88gtXNo1BDzOHB6ZoByprPMXxUwL3pFbFCPEzf9ZrqDAPQ5Y4CnJN-lKLBMHtzcH7oqMYAHip7YMagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIABEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoh7fvywG1_LrUKOaVeSWbVA&sig=AOD64_2bK_Qh6iCGq8VgeH5GQ2ZMjyHXTw&client=ca-pub-5089981496810613&adurl=http://download.fromdoctopdf.com/index.jhtml%3Fpartner%3DY6xdm269
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CiuBWRXXCWNXjFMmnzAbmlKvAAp-3n8ZEqojI_eQCrZCilTsQASCunPUUYLeMg4WMMaAB3uGnzgPIAQGoAwHIA8sEqgS9AU_Q0sCOO6M7lBuaVobZk5WRkhCHhi8NT7zppgSAtn1L0KzEhJGDjfuUkq2MWYeUWgs2BFSNxrf5b8X8PHcAwfe00aXfQnhGuxwVE7SuD0uUkkze4FxJc6NL6iP5vvTSOJPGIcOB43r_saOVjzRWthoRqIkCS8kwjQCfriPpyJLlqBp7T6sIYwBLn88gtXNo1BDzOHB6ZoByprPMXxUwL3pFbFCPEzf9ZrqDAPQ5Y4CnJN-lKLBMHtzcH7oqMYAHip7YMagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIABEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoh7fvywG1_LrUKOaVeSWbVA&sig=AOD64_2bK_Qh6iCGq8VgeH5GQ2ZMjyHXTw&client=ca-pub-5089981496810613&adurl=http://download.fromdoctopdf.com/index.jhtml%3Fpartner%3DY6xdm269

and calling it black. | don't know what people intend to gain by conniving with oil companies to betray
their community.

“The companies and those who are telling them that nobody died in the explosion that has claimed
many lives are only beating the drums of war. First, the companies should go there and assess the level
of the damage. We want to know what kind of pipe that was buried on the ground, what quality and
how long it has stayed there. The companies cannot allow the people to die after polluting their water
and the environment. We are only watching, waiting for their next action because | know they will not
take our love for peace as weakness.

“When the incident happened, the affected community started running for safety; according to them,
when they get to the next community the people in that area also ran away to the other village just like
that. That was why we are recording more casualties because a lot of people jumped inside the river,
pond and water -well. For those who said nobody died, the affected communities have continued to
discover death bodies and many are still missing. We have a culture that those who died were buried in
the forest; that is the custom of the area”

Hon. Sam Oge, the lawmaker representing Emohua Constituency in Rivers State House of Assembly,
said it was wrong and premature for anyone to give any report concerning the explosion when those
investigating the cause of the incident are yet to present their report.

He said he visited the scene and also interacted with the community and the companies but he was
not in a position to inform the public if there was casualty or not from the incident.

Oge said: “l visited the scene | also interacted with the community and the companies involved. But
outside the requests being made by the community, what | was interested in is the impact assessment
and | was meant to understand that there was investigation going on by the agencies that are saddled
with such responsibility. Some agencies, including the Ministry of Environment, visited the community.
They are supposed to turn in their report as to demonstrate what happened. Of course, | am not aware
if the report is ready or not but the companies told me that as soon as the final report of the
investigation is out, they will inform me but until now nobody has informed me of anything.”
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On whether there was casualty or not, the lawmaker said: “For me, whatever comment anybody made
at that stage was preposterous and premature. In fact, it is irresponsible for anybody to draw any
conclusion in respect of the explosion. Look, it was a big sound and people were running helter-skelter
to anywhere and whenever they saw people running, they joined. Even police men in the area took

cover. | heard that the customary court in the area abandoned their duty and took off.”

A socio-cultural group in the area known as Odegu General Assembly said the death toll has risen to
10. The group said several people in the area have developed different aliments.

Speaking during a protest, the chairman of the group, Mr. Eke Emenike, said: “Observably, the
explosion caused a deep panic in the minds of our people who ran for safety, thereby leaving so many
people physically injured and myriads of health challenges such as hypertension and sundry
respiratory problems. As at today, the dead toll from this incident has risen to 10.

“The walls of so many of our buildings were cracked because of the degree of the vibration; our
environment is injected with massive poisonous gaseous substances inimical to human health and so
many of our children who fled their homes in panic during the resultant tremor are still missing. The
pipeline explosion was a manifestation of the negligence meted against the people of the area.”

He went on: “In spite of the high magnitude of contribution of the kingdom to the earnings of the
country, the kingdom and her people are debased, neglected in provision of infrastructure and human
capital development. To our dismay, instead of addressing the remediation, vigorous investigation,
inspection and clean-up of the polluted environment, NLNG, NNPC, DPR, NAOC and IDSL are in
conspiracy to build up a diversionary story on whose gas facility did the explosion erupted from, whose
activity is responsible and who should bear the burden.”

The paramount ruler of Rumuji community, Eze Ohna Christian Elechi, said he was disappointed over
the behavour of the operators of the exploded facilities.

Elechi said: “We never knew where to run to. We thank God that this was not a rainy season if not more
people would have died. Since this thing happened, we have recorded over nine deaths in the bush.
People inhaled the gas and got choked and others who are hypertensive are also in pain. Several
people got various degrees of injuries. The government should come to our aid.”

Ad Here: x


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cfi53RnXCWMq9GPeDzAa-iq-AD5-3n8ZEqojI_eQCrZCilTsQASCunPUUYLeMg4WMMaAB3uGnzgPIAQGoAwHIA8sEqgS9AU_QUPLO9w5Dvh1rAnVjasggpg3UqLNvr6YxBRZp8bbBhJ7meWGHsBh6c3ziqN4kAA7rFFpKg7ze056wFwWNwC9E3wKZXDLg_Vy3_bCPkn2YiKVA0EY4LLM44GFgAKAeVUWM-TPLpRlqJIdm9857qAfQBbwqE-VjGh9-1X7cL4q_Vmuc0Gu9X0Eq3mjjfNk8EYqF1Uj0Hra6Ay6cWEjqWmtouRCO4ImG5XFdprDPRFy2N9r7YvkEqsBb-Uo7zoAHip7YMagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIABEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoohUJkPm7DwFZ-4RLHGlgRQ&sig=AOD64_2bFQ5VK5Xh7FRx5ldWfAoP8JA31A&client=ca-pub-5089981496810613&adurl=http://download.fromdoctopdf.com/index.jhtml%3Fpartner%3DY6xdm269
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cfi53RnXCWMq9GPeDzAa-iq-AD5-3n8ZEqojI_eQCrZCilTsQASCunPUUYLeMg4WMMaAB3uGnzgPIAQGoAwHIA8sEqgS9AU_QUPLO9w5Dvh1rAnVjasggpg3UqLNvr6YxBRZp8bbBhJ7meWGHsBh6c3ziqN4kAA7rFFpKg7ze056wFwWNwC9E3wKZXDLg_Vy3_bCPkn2YiKVA0EY4LLM44GFgAKAeVUWM-TPLpRlqJIdm9857qAfQBbwqE-VjGh9-1X7cL4q_Vmuc0Gu9X0Eq3mjjfNk8EYqF1Uj0Hra6Ay6cWEjqWmtouRCO4ImG5XFdprDPRFy2N9r7YvkEqsBb-Uo7zoAHip7YMagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIABEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoohUJkPm7DwFZ-4RLHGlgRQ&sig=AOD64_2bFQ5VK5Xh7FRx5ldWfAoP8JA31A&client=ca-pub-5089981496810613&adurl=http://download.fromdoctopdf.com/index.jhtml%3Fpartner%3DY6xdm269
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cfi53RnXCWMq9GPeDzAa-iq-AD5-3n8ZEqojI_eQCrZCilTsQASCunPUUYLeMg4WMMaAB3uGnzgPIAQGoAwHIA8sEqgS9AU_QUPLO9w5Dvh1rAnVjasggpg3UqLNvr6YxBRZp8bbBhJ7meWGHsBh6c3ziqN4kAA7rFFpKg7ze056wFwWNwC9E3wKZXDLg_Vy3_bCPkn2YiKVA0EY4LLM44GFgAKAeVUWM-TPLpRlqJIdm9857qAfQBbwqE-VjGh9-1X7cL4q_Vmuc0Gu9X0Eq3mjjfNk8EYqF1Uj0Hra6Ay6cWEjqWmtouRCO4ImG5XFdprDPRFy2N9r7YvkEqsBb-Uo7zoAHip7YMagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIABEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoohUJkPm7DwFZ-4RLHGlgRQ&sig=AOD64_2bFQ5VK5Xh7FRx5ldWfAoP8JA31A&client=ca-pub-5089981496810613&adurl=http://download.fromdoctopdf.com/index.jhtml%3Fpartner%3DY6xdm269
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cfi53RnXCWMq9GPeDzAa-iq-AD5-3n8ZEqojI_eQCrZCilTsQASCunPUUYLeMg4WMMaAB3uGnzgPIAQGoAwHIA8sEqgS9AU_QUPLO9w5Dvh1rAnVjasggpg3UqLNvr6YxBRZp8bbBhJ7meWGHsBh6c3ziqN4kAA7rFFpKg7ze056wFwWNwC9E3wKZXDLg_Vy3_bCPkn2YiKVA0EY4LLM44GFgAKAeVUWM-TPLpRlqJIdm9857qAfQBbwqE-VjGh9-1X7cL4q_Vmuc0Gu9X0Eq3mjjfNk8EYqF1Uj0Hra6Ay6cWEjqWmtouRCO4ImG5XFdprDPRFy2N9r7YvkEqsBb-Uo7zoAHip7YMagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIABEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoohUJkPm7DwFZ-4RLHGlgRQ&sig=AOD64_2bFQ5VK5Xh7FRx5ldWfAoP8JA31A&client=ca-pub-5089981496810613&adurl=http://download.fromdoctopdf.com/index.jhtml%3Fpartner%3DY6xdm269

Attention Men: 3 Friuts you need to eat at once a day but you Neglect, but Will Help You Fight Against
Premature Ejaculation, Weak Erection and Small Blokos. Take Action Here

Ad Here: x

My Husband used this Natural Solution to Last 25minutes in Bed and Increase His Manhood size, it has
no side effects, NAFDAC approved and cures Premature Ejaculation Permanently. Click Here for Info!

50% Return On Investment Every 10 days Is Guaranteed Here, Learn How | make 50% Return on my
investment every 10 days in Nigeria, Click Here Now To Get Started

Secure easy 200 level university Admissions in NIGERIA and ABROAD without UTME Now. "Accept
Awaiting Result". Multiple Admission chances etc. Registration in progress! CLICK HERE for more info

Ad Here: x

Want To Lower Your High Blood Pressure Naturally? Discover How A New Natural Solution Helped A
Lagos-Based Business Man Survived A Life-Threatening High Blood Pressure In 30 Days. It's NAFDAC
Approved And No Side Effects" Click Here For More Info

®

09:04:17 =t A
Save The Date! E

www.theescapeawards.com

0 Comments The Nation n Login

Q Recommend [2 Share Sort by Oldest

Start the discussion...

Be the first to comment.

B4 subscribe B Add Disqus to your site Add Disqus Add a Privacy

YO u M ay Li ke Sponsored Links

15 Cars You Should Drive Before You Die
Carophile

Are you ready to conquer Ancient Greece? Play and become a hero!

Grepolis - Online Free Game

30 Creepy Places You Didn't Know Exist
GeekVIP

Missing Teens Unsolved For 15 Years, Until Police Uncover Truth...

LifeDaily.com

8 Countries That Have Completely Free College Options

WomensArticle.com


https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/thenationonline/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=thenationonline&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://muyihealth.com/dp.htm
http://naturalhealthcure.com.ng/masmk
http://peer2support.blogspot.com/
http://www.ijmbadmissions.com/
http://bit.ly/2mkkUMC
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cu0F4SHXCWK25Go_DzAbI54-gDY6J4MdI0uHeno8F_-CivcABEAEgrpz1FGC3jIOFjDHIAQOoAwHIA8kEqgTAAU_QKDaa5nkQYA1rjs9xIFWSIo7XFAHS6sQX-YzUuVS-csJR2ENhxW7cDjx-fArfuKouLV4xYoanb8lK5yi62S5N2Hj_OFPlWOcC8uOLxWJ74q9sL6qdFZUsw3wnCa6t6fOW2xsgK6rbBiHCX-xHF5PXXPhjXlvSyvVgcLKleJ1_QEMA_HFLNEzYGqPe07rCTgDM7qlH72GrS8KknJBmCR0WGCq9IthgM0PVKrXClfMaBXNYZXyshTLbpIv072BeJKAGA4AH6OvTY6gHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIABEAHYEwM&num=1&sig=AOD64_2nMgkDWPhFninxlGnZp3H7C3kurg&client=ca-pub-5089981496810613&adurl=http://www.theescapeawards.com/book-your-seats/
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=thenationonlineng&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://www.carophile.com/cars-you-should-drive-before-you-die/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_term=thenationonlineng
https://om.grepolis.com/grepo/us/?ref=tab_row_en_conquer&&pid=thenationonlineng#conquer
http://www.geeksvip.com/g/30-creepiest-places-on-earth/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=thenationonlineng&utm_content=CreepyPlacesROWDesktop1&utm_campaign=329489thenationonlineng&utm_term=30+Creepy+Places+You+Didn%27t+Know+Exist&ipp=1
http://www.lifedaily.com/story/police-unearth-strange-new-evidence-in-case-of-two-missing-oklahoma-girls/source/taboola/?utm_taboola_id=435232#utm_medium=referral&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=TB-INTL-OklahomaGirls
http://www.womensarticle.com/8-countries-where-college-is-totally-100-free/?utm_source=taboolafree&utm_medium=referral&utm_term=thenationonlineng

