Protest aShOOdleS Seller s
kills driver over N3

HERE was tension at
Lollege Bus Stop, Igan-

By Precious igbonwelundu

do, Lagos yesterday at-  ¢,,4 and went inside to sto
S graa %
g A Toteles SBer MG xSy bt e e ho s
Adamu allegedly killed a bus

driver, Lekan Adeleke, alias

STarboT:
E{Bu% %OI‘ the intervention of

olicemen from Area M and
the Rapid Response Squad,
(RRS), the crisis would have
snowballed into an ethnic cri-
sis.

This is just as the deceased’s
family have appealed to the

olice that his body be re-
eased to them so that he can

{

be buried in accordance w1thJ
Islamic rites.

| 1t was gathered that Adamu
used a plank, which had nail
to hut Adeleke on the nead 1ol-

lowing a disagreement over

r According to a witness, K
hinde Akinduro, who said h
was eating noodles at Adamu’
snack bar when the troubl
started. He said the suspec
wentberserk after the decease

ai?(:)lohis son N200 instead o

230.

He stated that Adeleke after
eating noodles and eggs was
told his bill was N230, being a
regular customer, he handed
over the N200 he had on him
and told the seller he would
bring N30 in few minutes time.

Akinduro said: “The boy
then went and told his father
that Adeleke paid N200 and

romised to bring N30 short-

y buthis father ran after Adele-

ke. People who saw him run-
ning after Adeleke to the oth-
er side of the road, told him to
calm down that he would not
‘eat’ his money.

“About five minutes later,
Adeleke brought the N30 and
asked the boy 1t it was because
of N30 they wanted to embar-
rass him. He was nothappy and
told theboy thatevenifhedidn’t
have money, that can’t they give
him food and he would pay
when he had money?

“As Adeleke was inside the
container talking to the son,
Adamu just entered with a

lank he was holding and hit

im on his side. So, Adeleke
turned around to know what
happened and when he saw it
was Adamu, he struggled to
take the plank from but
he couldn’t.

“I was still eating. I left my

Babcock Vars
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K/lla.rﬂc to beat me three times.
y hands and legs are still
swollen. I fell on
and I was weak.

“After the struggle, Adeleke
ran outside. As a peaceful man,
he was going to cross the ex-
press when Adamu chased him
again. He didn’t know Adamu
was coming behind him. That
was how Adamu used the

lank and hit him on his head.

he nail on the plank burst
Adeleke’s head and he fell on
the express.

“When I saw what had hap-
pened, I called our colleagues
who were on the other side to
come. People who were eat-
ing gathered and told Adamu
to Adeleke to the hospi-
tal, but he was busy pouring
water on his head.

“But when he saw that our
colleagues were coming, Ada-
mu and his son fled. Others
started chasing him. We called
our chairman and he called the

olice. I chased him too and
ound him inside a gutter at
Ikotun Road. He was hiding
under a slab and refused to
come out until police came.
This thing started around
11:05am.”

Another driver who gave his
name as Eniola described Ad-
amu as a violent man, notin
that he chased a customer wi
a cutlass two months ago.

According to Eniola, Ada-
mu’s ear was chopped off some

ears back at Igando because

e stabbed somebody to death.

“He fled to College Bus Stop.
He’sa violentman and he likes
to threaten people with charms
and weapons. We heard the
Eo]jce want to grant him bail.

he’s bailed, we ‘1l disagree.
Lekan cannot die in vain. Let
justice be done.

“Now, who would take care
of Adeleke’s widow, daugh-
ter and mother? He was the
only son and he has been tak-
ing care of his family. Adele-
ke was a peaceful man. He was
like an Alfa. He usually avoid-
ed trouble and so, we are not
halpfy the way he was killed.

ouths in the area burnt
down Adamu’s shop. We have
destroyed the container and

e ground

burnt it. Even his charms, we
have removed all the ones we
saw. Imagine if it was a Yoru-
ba person that killed an Hausa
man? This area would still be
boiling now and mar geople
would have been killed. But we
want to follow due process.
Where we would get angry is
if the police fail to do justice.”

The Nation visited the de-
ceased’s mother’s Ibrahim Tai-
wo home, where his distraught
widow, Fatimah and the
mother, Mrs. Aderonke Adele-
ke were being consoled.

Fatimah held the deceased’s
eight-year-old daughter, Ruki-
yat, who didn’t understand
what was going on.

Fatimah wondered who
would take care of them, as she
reeled out the many responsi-
bilities her deceased’s hus-
band wusually took off her
shoulders.

She said: “I haven't seen my
husband since Friday because
I went to my mother’s place.
But we spoke on phone on Fri-
day and he told me not to wor-
ry because he was working
hard to save money for our
daughter’s school fees.

“QOur daughter attends Mer-
cy Land. It’s a private school
and they }aay N25,000 per term.
My late husband was a very

eaceful man and caring too.
lEIe had no enemy. He was
very playful. He took care of
our family needs and worked
hard to ensure we didn’t go
hungry. He also took care of
his mother because he’s an
only son.

“1 dont even know what to
say. I came here from Isheri in
the morning when my broth-
er told me that something had
ha%pened to my husband. He
said my friend calied and told
him, so that he can
message across tome. twas
how I knew. I have not been
myself since morning. I don't
know what to say or do. I am
just confused.”

Police Commissioner Fatai
Owoseni urged the aggrieved
youths to eschew violence,
noting that justice would be
done.

He said: “At the time the in-
formation got to me, nobody
was reported dead. But we had
to deploy policemen to avoid
violence or ethnic clash.”
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