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Agony of six siblings’ death in Anambra

Their remains have been interred but the agony endures in the hearts of their parents and so many in

Ekwulumili, Nnewi South Local Government Area of Anambra State.

The six siblings died in circumstances that some have described as mysterious.

Their burial evoked emotions as the people could not hold back their tears, including the priest, Bishop

Michael Anene of the Brotherhood of the Cross and Star, who officiated the event..

The children were Chukwuebuka, 17, Chinemerem, 15, Afomachukwu, 13, Chekwubechukwu, 11,

Onyekachukwu, 9, and Chukwuziterem, 7, who died one after the order after a meal.

Since their death, on July 15, the state police command has not  established anything on the case as

the new state commissioner Mr. Samuel Okaula refused to talk about it.

The incident took place when Mr. Hassan Karma, now Assistant Inspector of police (AIG) was Anambra

State police commissioner, who said the incident, was being investigated.

Last weekend at the Ekwulumili home of the deceased persons, it was all lamentations as the priest

Anene cursed anybody who was involved in the death of the children.

Parents of the children, Apostle and Mrs. Rita Oramalu did their best to draw some courage and

comfort after the death of six of their seven children in one fell swoop.

The only surviving and only child in the family is four.

Mrs. Rita Oramalu said they would want the state government to offer him scholarship as the only

hope of the family. Their late children had chosen what they wanted to be in life, while late

Chineremerem said he would like to be an engineer, and had started showing some signs of that, like

repairing generating sets, according to the mother.

The other siblings had chosen to be lawyers, doctors and nurses before their untimely deaths.

Till date, the police in Anambra have not been able to ascertain whether they were poisoned or not.

However, The Nation gathered that the children could have been poisoned by an unknown person.

When Mr. Ali Okechukwu, a Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) was the state Police Public Relations

Officer (PPRO), now anti-cult leader in the state, he had raised the alarm that some youths of the

community had impeded investigations on the matter.
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He claimed then that the youths did not allow policemen to enter their community by blocking their

way, lamenting that the command was being frustrated on the investigations.

When the incident happened, the parents of the children were being held by close relations and friends

from committing suicide.

The father of the deceased, Apostle Chuks Oramalu, told The Nation that he could name the killers of

his children based on investigations so far.

But he admitted that some people in the community were accusing him of killing his children for rituals

and asked, how can this be?

According to him, “the children I suffered to beget and nurture, why should somebody have that

thinking? He vowed to pursue the matter to its logical conclusion.

Their mother Rita Oramalu said the government should investigate the matter well to bring any culprit

to book, but where such is not possible “let God who has been taking control continue to fight for the

family”

Another interesting aspect of the matter was that the third child, Afomachukwu 13, came 2nd in her

last examination in the entire Nnewi south local government area before her death.

During his sermon at the burial of the children, Bishop Anene said that someone must have been

behind the death of the children.

He said whoever that had hands in the death of the innocent children, would expect grave

consequences of his or her action, citing several portions of the bible to buttress his pronouncement.

According to Anene, “woe betide the killers of the children and it would have been better the person

was not born than to have committed the dastardly act”

When contacted by The Nation whether the state government of Anambra State was involved in the

burial and what the family experts from it, the special adviser to Governor Willie Obiano on media, Mr.

James Eze said the question would have been whether the state knew about the incident.

However, he said the government would work hard in making sure that the governor’s attention was

drawn to it, adding that Obiano would stop his convoy to help accident victims in the state, “how much

more this ugly incident”

When the state police commissioner was called on the phone by The Nation, he did not answer, nor

did he return the call.
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