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Missing nine -year-old boy found dead in cesspit

A nine-year-old boy identified as Kareem who went missing on Saturday at Remilekun Sodeke Street in

Ikotun, Lagos was yesterday found dead in a cesspit.

His corpse was discovered after the tyre of a commercial vehicle plying the Ikotun-Igando road abruptly

detached and flew in the direction of the cesspit. Trying to retrieve his tyre, the driver noticed an

unusual stench and raisedalarm. Kareem’s body was found face down and wrapped in a cloth.

It was learnt that he went missing after his mother sent him to get fufu for a customer who was waiting

to collect it.

The nursing mother began looking for him shortly after.

The Nation learnt Kareem’s disappearance was reported at the Ikotun Divisional Police Station.

It was gathered that occupants of the building where the boy’s corpse was found resisted having their

apartment searched on grounds of intrusion of privacy.

After discovering the boy’s corpse, a mob broke the doors and destroyed things in the compound. A

blood-soaked cloth, a small sword, a chain sword and a snake picturewas found in a car marked

MUS121DE, belonging to one of the occupants.

A relative of the Kareem’s mother said: “Very early on Saturday morning, someone came and wanted to

buy Fufu. The mother didn’t know the person but she just asked the boy to go and attend to the

person. Since then we started looking for Kareem and I initially thought he went to play. By the time I

returned around 6pm, they had not found him. We reported to the police station but they said we

should give them about 24 hours.

“Some people called us this (yesterday) morning that someone was lying face down in a cesspit at the

junction. By the time we got there, the person was Kareem. When we got to the house, we met

different property in the house with nobody there. We found the boy’s cloth burnt in one of the rooms.

The government should not allow the culprits go free. This is extremely unfortunate.”

Police spokesperson Dolapo Badmos, a Superintendent (SP) confirmed the incident. She said: I

confirmed the incident. It was first a case of missing person until he was found in the cesspit.”
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