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Three killed as sold

Y OLDIERS ____have
illed two suspected .
eaders_of Iceland

Cult gr i i the
home town of Transport
Minister, Rotimi Amaechi,
i ire =

Twenty suspects were
arrested during the two-
day raid on suspected cult
hotspots.

and Deg-

e two groups are said
to be responsible for inces-
= ; :

ings in the area.
e e

There have been clashes
between two suscf:.ectedaﬁt-

iers clash with “cultists’ in Rivers

*2( suspects arrested

From Precious Dikewoha,
2ort Harcourd

It was learnt that when
soldiers entered the com-
munity in 10 Hilux vans,
ey were confronted by the
hoodlums, which led to the
clash. ’
he suspected cultists re-
portedly ran into the bush

~when they could not match
-the firepower of the sol-

diers.

Some residents hailed the
military for ridding the
community of the hood-
lums.

A community leader, Mr.
Christopher Amadi, said the

military was sent from
Abuja to secure the com-
munity during the Yule-
tide. :

He said: “The commu-
nity would like the mili-
tary to stay more than a
week in this community.
Some cult members and
one of their strongest lead-
ers escaped during the raid.
They will come back to ter-
rorise us, if the military
leaves the community.”

A member of the Com-

munit Development
Committee (CDC), Law-
rence Dike, said the com-
munity was happy about

the military raid.

He recalled that resi-
dents had been at the mercy
of the suspected cultists in
the last six months.

According to him, the
residents had lost their free-
dom since the suspected
cultists took over the com-
munity.

But the Army Public Re-
lations Officer (PRO) of the
2 Brigade in Port Harcourt,
Capt Eli Lazarus, said he
was not aware of the mili-
tariI raid at Ubima.

e promised to brief the
reporter as soon as he con-
firmed the incident with his
commander.

He did not call back last
night.
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