civil servants used the win- ﬁencing is that some perma-
nent secretaries, directors,
50 insurgents killed

O fewer than 50 insur-

control Boko Haram militants
clashed with troops.

e troops overpowered the
rampaﬁing insurgents and re-

Eﬁll;ed o Bo?n‘;nét?t:edmm Joint Task Force (MNJTF).
Kg %FIE Eﬂﬂpﬁ counted their
ains, rts came that Senate

resident Bukola Saraki and
some senators plan to visit some

of the battle fronts in Borng State

250 troops the Nigerian nei
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today.

A military clearance wasbeing  gave confidential information
finali for the trip as at thetime said: “We are dosing in on the
of this report. insurgents; we are carrying the
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as troops

. The new pledge of 550 is higher than the
our prom-

ised earlier in the year by the its President.
The MNJTF is a regional force compris-

frence to two subsisting cir¢u-
lars, banning such indulgence

resident

Deplo

“Though we have not includ-
ed casualty figure in our release
but our records have shown that

50 insurgents fell during encoun-

ters with troops.
PUBLIC NOTICE

The 1st page (Record of
proceedings of Apni 29,
2015) - a precursor to the
ruling of Justice Lambo
Akanbi of the Federal High
Court, Port Harcourt on July
9, 2015 nullifying the May
23,2015 Lopcal Government
glections 'in Rivers State
published on Sunday,
August 2, 2015 on pages 66,
67, 68 is here published on
page 41. Allinconveniences
are regretted,

ing of troops from countries in the Lake
Chad Basin including Nigeria, Niger, Chad Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon and Niger agreed
to deploy around 8,700 troops, with Benin
pledging 250.

The six-year-old uprising has killed
thousands of
millions from their homes. It assumed
a regional dimension this
regular attacks in Niger,

and Cameroon. Its mandate is to combat the
Nigeria-based extt;mist Boko Haram sect.
ayi
announcement on Szturday during a one-
day visit by President Muhammadu Buhari
to the Republic of Benin.
ent of the r
been delayed for lack of funds.
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made the

ional force has

A combined effort by the Ni-
gerian Air Force (NAF) and

d troops led the latest
on Bitagas the sect
continued its onslaught on com-_
miumities 1l Bomo State.

~ The NAF said its fighter jets
successfully scuttled a planned
raid by the sect on the communi-
ty.
" NAF Headquarters’ spokes-
man Air Commodore Dele
Alonge made the confirmationin
a statement issued yesterday.

He said a large number of in-
surgents were killed in the oper-
ation, carried out by troopsin the
area.

Air Commodore Alonge said
the NAF will continue to provide
aerial support to the ground force
in all operations tarried out by

Prince Adegbite and Dolapo.

At a meeting in Cameroon in February,

eople and dislodged

ear with
ameroon

Continued on page 58

troops in the troubled Northeast.
_ The statement reads: “The Ni-

erian Air Force using its Alpha-
ﬁet, vided combat air support
to the ground force to attack the
insurgents where they were ob-
served to be mopping up to car-
ry out a deadly attack on the vil-
Iage.

‘Consequently, a large number
of the insurgents were killed and
several others, injured.”

Air Commodore Alonge also
said the NAF Alpha-Jet conduct-
ed an armed reconnaissance
along Bita to Gwoza road, and
through Yamtege, Hamdaga,
Dure and Pulka.

According to him, NAF will
continue to give all necessary
support to the ground force,
through its intensified and per-

Continued on page 5¢

repel insurgents attack on Bono community

. Benin to join anti-Boko Haram war with 800 troops
DZ“MONSTRATING his commit-
- ent to the anti-terror war, Presi-
dent Thomas Boni Yayi said at the

;ueekend that the Republic of Benin will
contribute 800 troops to the Miultinational

sistent efforts in the ongoing fight
against Boko Haram. :

He said the momentum will be
sustained in the ongoing opera-
tions against the terrorists until all

rtions of Nigeria’s territory have
n reclaimed, safe and free from
the insurgents.

The new Chief of the Air Staff,
Air Vice Marshal Sadeeq
Abubakar, has pledged to im-
prove NAF's fire power in the on-
going fight against Boko Haram.

Meanwhile, logistic arrange-
ments were being made last nig
for today’s visit of the Dr. Saraki
and some of his colleagues in the
Senate to the battle fronts.

[t was, however, learnt that the
trip will be “strictly guided by se-
curity operatives.’

A fop source, who spoke in con
fidence, said: “The mulitary clear:
ance and the scope of the trip are
being worked out.

“The Senate delegation wants tc
have first-hand information of the
situation at the battle fronts. The
delegation will identify with
troops and those who are internal
ly displaced.”
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