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Protest over
killing of
businessman
From Osagie Otabor, Benin

ERE were protests
yesterday in Benin, the
Edo State capital, over

the alleged killing of a car
dealer, éensnn Obode.

Obode was allegedly killed
by some policemen from La-
gos State.

Obode was re ortedly ar-
rested on May 21 for alleged-
%ﬁuvm_gma stolen Vehicle and

15 whereaboufs was said to

have been Keptsecret from the

Mygﬂgr?ﬁlﬂz when the

olice told some reporters in
0s that he was dead.

e police said Obode died
from what they called a “mob
action” and that his body had
been deposited at the Central
Hospital’s mortuary in Benin.

At the mortuary, it was
learnt that the late Obode was
brought to the hospital by a
policeman identified as C‘élr-
Eoral Oniyon Musa the day

€ was arrested.

The rotesters, who
stormed the premises of the
House of Assembly, the Gov-
ernment House and the head-
quarters of the police com-
mand, said they wanted an in-
dependent aufopsy to ascer-
tain the cause of Obode’s
death.

T'he late Obode’s elder
brother, Solomon, said the
mce had not informed the

ily what happened to his
Eglnther since he was arrest-
' Solomon said the N200,000

cash, phones and ATM cards
belonging to his late brother
were stﬂig missing.
He said the late car dealer
was deposited at the morgue
as Benson Agu instead of Ben-
son Obode.
Solomon said: “Until now,
they have not told the family
t anything. They broke the
| news to journalists in La%?s

and not to the family. We
don’t know what happened to
our brother. How could
somebody you arrest be
mobbed?

“We saw him at the morgue
that he was killed by torture
and was shot. His l);ndlﬂrcl,
who was also arrested, said
my brother was tied and hung
on a tree while blocks were
placed on his chest.

“We have informed our
lawyers. They have written to
the Inspector-General of Po-
lice (IG%C; and we are asking
the police to produce our
brother. They said he bought
a stolen car. Who is the com-

lainant? We do not know.

ow did he die? The police
should tell the family what
happened.”
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