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Eight die mysteriously in \
Akwa Ibom river
From Kazeem lbrahym, Uvo ]

pupils, the water had carried ‘

way back from the health cen-
e, |

Chairman of the village
council Chief Etop Umanah,
who conducted reporters
round the area, said the pu-
pils drowned following the
downpour which led to the
river overflowing its bank.

Umanah said it was the cus-
tom to wait for the pupils and
women at the bank of the riv-
er during the schools’ closing
hours whenever there was
downpour.

He explained that it was
unfortunate that before the
men from the village could
get to the river to rescue the

ner.

“The village is one village; |

it is split by this river. All the
facilities of this village - a
health centre, a primary and
a secopdary school are all
situated at the other side of

the river. We cannot stop the |

children from going to
school.”
Speaking during the inspec-

tion of some facilities in the |

rural area, Commissioner of
Rural Development Mr.

Ekong Sampson told report- |

ers that the Akwa Ibom State
government was ready to end

the deaths associated with

Atang River.
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Loca them away. r
AKkwa Ibom OState, it was According to Umanah, the | }
Isamt ﬁu‘; terday. ‘ —— bodies of the pupils were re-
_ The Nation_gathered that covered three days after. h
‘eight ils] who were re-  Headded thatin the preced- t
3 '“‘f;.{lgrfuﬂjr; ront school in Tkof ~ ing year three pu ils and a E
\'(y |Abia-Enyie in Nsit Atai | EE] pregnant woman died in the L
-~ Covernment Area of Akwa same river, noting that as the |
[bom _State, drowned in the Fupils tried to come back
Atang River. T rom school, the pregnant E
“Xfane River divides Ikot Woman was trying to make
Abia-Fnyie village into two;  her way back from the health | T
with all the facilities in the centre. e T ;
area - a health centre, a pri- His words: “This village, I
mary and a secondary school, Abia-Enyie lost eight children | *
located on the other side of  to Atang River this year as | |
the river. they were returning from
_“Besides the eight pupils, a  school following a downpour E
. (pregnant woman)was also  Which aided the river to over-
v ‘said to have died in the river. flow its bank. Last year, we E
The pregnant woman, it was lost three pupils and a preg-
learnt, was trying to make her nant woman in the same man-
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