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Pain, anguish pervade Oyo communities

In about two months, six commercial motorcyc“s! have been murdered in Ibadan, the Oyo
State capital. They are allegedly killed by criminals who posed as customers, OSEHEYE
OKWUOFU reports.

Of late, no fewer than six motorcycle operators popularly called okada riders have allegedly been killed by
criminals who camouflage as customers. This is a recent phenomenon since the introduction of commercial
motorcycle popularly known as okada as one of the means of transportation in Ibadan, the Oyo State
capital.

Many people prefer boarding it to commercial buses and taxis. Their reason for its preference is its ability to
ply narrow spaces, beat traffic and fastness. Added to these reasons is the joy of cool breeze that calms the
nerves, especially during hot weather.

Notwithstanding its high rate of accidents, young and old see okada business as quick source of daily
income, until recently when the operators became fear struck over the killings of members by armed men
who thrive on okada theft.
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Dotted many roads in the city are shocking discoveries of lifeless bodies, with severed limbs or heads in

some cases. Simply dial *7
from any maobile pk

A recent case was the discovery of a headless body in cold blood at Bembo Apata and a lifeless body with spenn SHASM NN
severed limbs at Bakatari areas of Ibadan. The two were commercial motor cycle operators who lost their
okada and precious lives to robbers who boarded the motorcycles only to snatch them from the owners

after killing them.

Aol coly b Elfsalat

According to Mr. Taiwo Adisa, a commercial motorcycle operator who was at the scene of the discovery of
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Pain, anguish pervade Oyo communities - The Nation

the headless body at Bembo, Apata area of Ibadan, the victim was murdered in the early morning of the
fateful day by his passenger who robbed him of his motorcycle and other belongings.

The victim, identified as a mechanic, used his okada to make brisk money early in the morning before going
to his workshop.

“We saw him in his pool of blood there with cuts all over his body. The head was not there but some of his
friends who are also okada operators were able to identify him through the clothes he wore.

“The okada has been snatched from him and maybe in the cause of struggling with his attacker and of
course, knowing that if he escapes, he could identify him, the ‘passenger’ killed him. We have witnessed
many cases like that when the passenger would suddenly turn to a robber and made away with the okada.
And if the okada operator is lucky, he escapes unhurt, but if not, he might lose both his life and the okada.

“The case involving the mechanic was very pathetic and shocking as it is unfortunate. In fact, our union has
recently alerted members to be vigilant by not taking passengers to secluded places and deserted and quiet
roads. We have a long list of cases of okada theft and killings.

It is so frightening now that some operators are considering leaving the business as a result of fear of their
dear lives,” Adisa said.

The police as at the time of filing this report have no clue on the gruesome killings and theft.

At Apata Police Station where the case was being handled, the police said investigation into the murder was
ongoing.

A police officer at the station who confided with this reporter said the body has since been deposited at the
state hospital mortuary, Ring Road, Ibadan.

| The murder of Job Agaba, 31, on April 20, this year at Iyana Adeaga

=t : : between Ilupeju and Orile areas of Ibadan is still fresh in the minds of
residents of Bakatari. His dead body was sighted in a bush by a team
of searchers at 7:00 p.m. the next day.

Our correspondent learnt that four other okada operators narrowly
escaped death on the same spot where Agaba was murdered. They
lost their motor cycles to the robbers.

Agaba, a native of Adiko in Obi Local Government Area of Benue State
was described as a gentle and a loving husband who got married two
months before he was mauled down by his assailants who made away

eAgaba

with his okada.
Daniel, a younger brother to Job narrated how his deceased brother left home and never returned.

“He used to ply Apata to Omi Adio to Bakatari route. He left home early morning of April 20, this year to
work with his okada which was not up to two weeks when he bought it. We were all happy that morning,
his wife, I and other members of the family had a good time. By 6:00 p.m., the time he usually returns from
work, he was not at home.

“So, his wife started feeling unsettled and by 8:00 p.m. after all attempts to get him through his phone
failed, we knew something has happened to him because it is not in his character to stay out late without
calling his wife. That night, we could not sleep. We were busy contacting his friends, town’s people in
Ibadan and some close friends. The wife could not sleep throughout the night even though people around
were consoling and assuring her that nothing bad happened to her husband.

“The next day, a search party went out looking for him. It was
around 7:00 p.m. when they told us that his body was found at
Adeaga area of Bakatari. We were shattered by the news and till
now we cannot compose ourselves,” he said.

Since the case was reported at Apata Police Station, no arrest has
been made in connection with the murder.

The robbers have been described as a threat to the communities. A
traditional ruler of the community, Balogun Olomi of Omi, Chief
Mukaila Adebayo admitted that some reports have been lodged about *Agaba’s father
the activities of the criminals who specialise in robbing and killing

innocent people in the area. He listed the killing of Agaba and other

three okada theft.

" I even heard that the deceased has been taken to his home town for burial. We got other two reports at
Omi Adio and one at Bakatari where these people snatched okada from their owners. We have been
educating okada operators to be vigilant and report any suspicious individual immediately to the police,” he
said.

The traditional ruler of Bakatari, the Olu of Bakatari, Chief Yekini Ajagbe Ayodele urged law enforcement
agents to mount surveillance on the areas where the cases were reported.

On the part of the community, the traditional ruler explained that a monitoring team has been raised in
addition to a vigilance group to track down the perpetrators of the heinous crime and ensure that they bring
the killers of Agaba to justice.

http://thenationonlineng.net/new/pain-anguish-pervade-oyo-communities/
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Pain, anguish pervade Oyo communities - The Nation

He noted other pockets of cases of okada snatching and continued assaults on the operators.
We are not happy with the activities of these criminals; we want to sleep with our two eyes closed. We
have asked people to help keep vigil at the scene where the criminals hide to commit this crime. We want to

support the police as they make effort to flush out the perpetrators and ensure that the areas are safe for
our people,” the traditional ruler said.

As the people and the police collaborate to thwart the plan of the criminals, Oyo State Police Public Relations
Officer (PPRO), Mr. Adekunle Ajisebutu assured the communities that all those involved in criminal activities
would not go unpunished.
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Aval — Excuse me. Buhari is dreamer. Is he saying the Hon.
reading the letters of our nascent members must be slaves to him and ...

democracy without the benefits of ...

®
onga

COom

SHOP NOW

http://thenationonlineng.net/new/pain-anguish-pervade-oyo-communities/ 3/3


https://disqus.com/
http://cat.fr.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=oWjyxHxOQlNydDAybXA0NitwbEJEdFdzTUU1RWNkcUNuTGRINUVSOXBYSXRCOG5pU3FEbzRlNjhxSzd1YTQvRUdWNk81VnBJbGdtVkFvdmFaL1hDY1R2NkdWVW1KUVB2c2xTeU5JSjFUaHBPb0RxaEdiTW9QdVJjSHM0b1paVWQ4L083bmoyRGVHbjZTTWZjaktFdzZwMENpY2Q0blpNQ2h1ZVl6V2ZUUlBJOC83c1RUNnp3VVAzMmtTWGRSZXVNZzYzS3VidmFkMnphZGg1TWVMdjU2UE1YMkxvaWx1Q08yc3BzQnQ2MWlPYjVseXplWU53TkordGtFVUdpdWplNEtFbjFIaUVNTWNMMWZyRVVvcUF0UzhveXVXWm4yTjJqN0IxYWxOVlJaRDBjamh2Tm5IbXRRTS9QS21LeWZYelh2b29GN0ZEY2tuaXN4Y053M1FiWFIzYVUxUnZOODBERm8xK0RrREE4d2ZrWit5ZDQ9fA%3D%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.konga.com%2Findex.php%2Fsmartlady-gas-cooker-cf-p531-mb-1486702%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Drt_standard%26utm_term%3DCookers%20%26%20Ovens%26utm_content%3D09_09_2014%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteort_standard
https://disqus.com/websites/?utm_source=thenationonline&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
http://cat.fr.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=qcmDu3xOQlNydDAybXA0NitwbEJEdFdzTUU1RWNkcUNuTGRINUVSOXBYSXRCOG5pU3FEbzRlNjhxSzd1YTQvRUdWNk81VnBJbGdtVkFvdmFaL1hDY1R2NkdWVW1KUVB2c2xTeU5JSjFUaHBPb0RxaEdiTW9QdVJjSHM0b1paVWQ4L083bmoyRGVHbjZTTWZjaktFdzZwMENpY2FKT1AwcHY0RFNQSmdpMmx2a0lENUl3cHNnT3RnMHI1VFFGQlU1Rlc3V0FPTWZPcEtLekFjMnErNkZOVFQ3dnVOR2FoTVA1K0J0NDMxWklzVlcwdW1weEtsblUzM3VkUlR1YnBZM0hNWityVEk4cDBaRlpRTnllTVd3N0dQbnlSLzZqdjVoTWNtcG1CaEJveFpaWUwxR0pySG1kaVdsamNLSFdCblRMb0FldXhDQkI2eEJSTHBuUE1yRWprVVVXdUkwVHJyK1MrWC91dmtzeitmcG9ZUkU9fA%3D%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.konga.com%2Findex.php%2Fv6-military-gold-face-casual-watch-1100460%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Drt_standard%26utm_term%3DShop%20with%20Konga.com%26utm_content%3D09_09_2014%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteort_standard
http://cat.fr.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=DWNRp3xOQlNydDAybXA0NitwbEJEdFdzTUU1RWNkcUNuTGRINUVSOXBYSXRCOG5pU3FEbzRlNjhxSzd1YTQvRUdWNk81VnBJbGdtVkFvdmFaL1hDY1R2NkdWVW1KUVB2c2xTeU5JSjFUaHBPb0RxaEdiTW9QdVJjSHM0b1paVWQ4L083bmoyRGVHbjZTTWZjaktFdzZwMENpY1NMa2RBZzJHa2ZwQld4Mkpwczc1d2NkTk8vZ1JmODgwbTNSZmdpUTgxS01OODBCaFVaeHRoT016UVNtNWRQaTc1bWNJSmVWaTFRVjgvSVhKSVgrZ2VQL29wK1lYS04yb1Y1R21Sdlo1eVZSRjFncE9WVHhlSmpvM1FNc1h5dy9CeE56bmxtL1YxQ1d6TVVKQjR2NERQYnAyaXVOWjVRUlBUTkQ1dElDRlEyRklCdzAxc0l6RFl1cWRzM0VoM3FiVmc9PXw%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.konga.com%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Drt_standard%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D09_09_2014%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteort_standard
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenationonlineng.net%2Fnew%2Fconfusion-as-saraki-emerges-senate-president%2F%3AkKKlP6Vd1s_7VW1OrEc4bjjblYo&imp=3kbq13q1sr1cdq&prev_imp&forum_id=1038560&forum=thenationonline&thread_id=3835814633&major_version=metadata&thread=3833891887&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenationonlineng.net%2Fnew%2Fi-will-protect-legislative-independence-says-saraki%2F%3AR_rzu6KAm79HS2rIMWeYolrF0uk&imp=3kbq13q1sr1cdq&prev_imp&forum_id=1038560&forum=thenationonline&thread_id=3835814633&major_version=metadata&thread=3835708157&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://cat.fr.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=DWNRp3xOQlNydDAybXA0NitwbEJEdFdzTUU1RWNkcUNuTGRINUVSOXBYSXRCOG5pU3FEbzRlNjhxSzd1YTQvRUdWNk81VnBJbGdtVkFvdmFaL1hDY1R2NkdWVW1KUVB2c2xTeU5JSjFUaHBPb0RxaEdiTW9QdVJjSHM0b1paVWQ4L083bmoyRGVHbjZTTWZjaktFdzZwMENpY1NMa2RBZzJHa2ZwQld4Mkpwczc1d2NkTk8vZ1JmODgwbTNSZmdpUTgxS01OODBCaFVaeHRoT016UVNtNWRQaTc1bWNJSmVWaTFRVjgvSVhKSVgrZ2VQL29wK1lYS04yb1Y1R21Sdlo1eVZSRjFncE9WVHhlSmpvM1FNc1h5dy9CeE56bmxtL1YxQ1d6TVVKQjR2NERQYnAyaXVOWjVRUlBUTkQ1dElDRlEyRklCdzAxc0l6RFl1cWRzM0VoM3FiVmc9PXw%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.konga.com%2Fsummer-reign%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Drt_standard_splash%26utm_term%3Dsummer_reign
http://cat.fr.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=7oxBW3xOQlNydDAybXA0NitwbEJEdFdzTUU1RWNkcUNuTGRINUVSOXBYSXRCOG5pU3FEbzRlNjhxSzd1YTQvRUdWNk81VnBJbGdtVkFvdmFaL1hDY1R2NkdWVW1KUVB2c2xTeU5JSjFUaHBPb0RxaEdiTW9QdVJjSHM0b1paVWQ4L083bmoyRGVHbjZTTWZjaktFdzZwMENpY2NLQ24wREI5UmRnUVN5K3QrWjNMWFhRQXkvaGpRa2Q0bFhBTENSUGxBbnBVR2FyTnRmd2Rnbkt6bGZ3NElCT2IxSUM5a25UZUVFOW9SSkNSalhpSjBKbVNnSDQrcjdTSWFsNisrYVZzejFKcHNhdXViYlF0Y0QzUG9USkhkbllGVnNMV2tFd1JaU2pDcHlTRVJWTFhyT3d4WUMzNThNK295Mjl5QXhoTy9BcFFUNHVxWjFwSTd1aTdEQzFOcVZCbkt1Y2ZiNHkvZ2V0WlYrMHFjTlowbEU9fA%3D%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.konga.com%2Findex.php%2Flenovo-yoga-10-series-bluetooth-keyboard-cover-silver-1169093%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Drt_standard%26utm_term%3DCases%20%26%20Covers%26utm_content%3D09_09_2014%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteort_standard
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenationonlineng.net%2Fnew%2Fnass-elections-constitutional-process-has-occurred-buhari%2F%3AupuU0ngWcodH-LqTe7KFUb6HIf0&imp=3kbq13q1sr1cdq&prev_imp&forum_id=1038560&forum=thenationonline&thread_id=3835814633&major_version=metadata&thread=3834930249&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://info.criteo.com/pac/privacy/informations?infonorm=3&partner=12865&campaignid=55710&zoneid=222317&bannerid=2753005&displayid=a067e52452&uaCap=0&u=%7Cqln3on7P8PRXxFaiBRwTvrXTe9xYbOds6YgpVivhjJw=%7C
https://disqus.com/home/forums/thenationonline/
http://thenationonlineng.net/new/lasu-refunds-n162-5m/
http://thenationonlineng.net/new/feed/
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenationonlineng.net%2Fnew%2Fi-will-protect-legislative-independence-says-saraki%2F%3AR_rzu6KAm79HS2rIMWeYolrF0uk&imp=3kbq13q1sr1cdq&prev_imp&forum_id=1038560&forum=thenationonline&thread_id=3835814633&major_version=metadata&thread=3835708157&zone=thread&area=discovery
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenationonlineng.net%2Fnew%2Fconfusion-as-saraki-emerges-senate-president%2F%3AkKKlP6Vd1s_7VW1OrEc4bjjblYo&imp=3kbq13q1sr1cdq&prev_imp&forum_id=1038560&forum=thenationonline&thread_id=3835814633&major_version=metadata&thread=3833891887&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenationonlineng.net%2Fnew%2Fnass-elections-constitutional-process-has-occurred-buhari%2F%3AupuU0ngWcodH-LqTe7KFUb6HIf0&imp=3kbq13q1sr1cdq&prev_imp&forum_id=1038560&forum=thenationonline&thread_id=3835814633&major_version=metadata&thread=3834930249&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenationonlineng.net%2Fnew%2Fapc-rejects-saraki-dogara%2F%3AjDrh2p2Nsict8lD7d4yG-n2oEak&imp=3kbq13q1sr1cdq&prev_imp&forum_id=1038560&forum=thenationonline&thread_id=3835814633&major_version=metadata&thread=3834754722&zone=thread&area=discovery
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
http://thenationonlineng.net/new/june-12-and-illusion-of-hope-2/
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fthenationonlineng.net%2Fnew%2Fpain-anguish-pervade-oyo-communities%2F
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://www.zeroone.ws/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fthenationonlineng.net%2Fnew%2Fpain-anguish-pervade-oyo-communities%2F&text=Pain%2C%20anguish%20pervade%20Oyo%20communities&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenationonlineng.net%2Fnew%2Fpain-anguish-pervade-oyo-communities%2F&via=thenationnews
http://cat.fr.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=gev0CXxOQlNydDAybXA0NitwbEJEdFdzTUU1RWNkcUNuTGRINUVSOXBYSXRCOG5pU3FEbzRlNjhxSzd1YTQvRUdWNk81VnBJbGdtVkFvdmFaL1hDY1R2NkdWVW1KUVB2c2xTeU5JSjFUaHBPb0RxaEdiTW9QdVJjSHM0b1paVWQ4L083bmoyRGVHbjZTTWZjaktFdzZwMENpY2Q0blpNQ2h1ZVl6V2ZUUlBJOC83c1JseWpScCtKZjZTQ1JvakpKMERpeTdWNkhtL0ZlM1F1ZEpDRU4zd0JmLzJzSnpLZG52cVc3WndkMkVVcldzMkRzVmxuWitldFFQNGRYcnpVbWg1a09sNThHdFhhTW8vcUFhcjcvdDVTemdzOGljdWwwTG43V01nUEx6Mk5uVlBKbEt1bGhYY21FK2YwZVJHc25ROVpVSDBFZ2NPTG8raU1JRE5UOEJ0amNNV0t5Q3RGbUtIdVJOZTk4S3lyaTQxTlU9fA%3D%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.konga.com%2Findex.php%2Fchigo-gas-midi-oven-4040-black-1711130%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Drt_standard%26utm_term%3DCookers%20%26%20Ovens%26utm_content%3D09_09_2014%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteort_standard
http://cat.fr.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=%2FElU8nxOQlNydDAybXA0NitwbEJEdFdzTUU1RWNkcUNuTGRINUVSOXBYSXRCOG5pU3FEbzRlNjhxSzd1YTQvRUdWNk81VnBJbGdtVkFvdmFaL1hDY1R2NkdWVW1KUVB2c2xTeU5JSjFUaHBPb0RxaEdiTW9QdVJjSHM0b1paVWQ4L083bmoyRGVHbjZTTWZjaktFdzZwMENpY2FKT1AwcHY0RFNQSmdpMmx2a0lENUtVdWZmbXc3R2huUlo5SlN2cDFXL1VpSkFTczdGeXFEY3hJK2ZqSGE1RXg4SURVVzZuWUZXR0JOSFcwVXB1TERKTGV3dTh4eWltKzNoanNLZWZCTGlVWDFGUWdrKzNiS2pyYUpvbi9JekZBUEM2QkszVDZtczdtZ05oem5LZmFWMXAwM2VFY3JZNCttdlJSNjExMjNBZ2RGeUR4bHpuRkNaYzRHdE5sMEV0NS9EZm9SRUxBNDVmV0RjcW9OSGtRb1E9fA%3D%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.konga.com%2Findex.php%2Factive-man-mens-suit-grey-1176696%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Drt_standard%26utm_term%3DSuits%2C%20Blazers%20%26%20Jackets%26utm_content%3D09_09_2014%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteort_standard
http://cat.fr.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=hkzBRnxOQlNydDAybXA0NitwbEJEdFdzTUU1RWNkcUNuTGRINUVSOXBYSXRCOG5pU3FEbzRlNjhxSzd1YTQvRUdWNk81VnBJbGdtVkFvdmFaL1hDY1R2NkdWVW1KUVB2c2xTeU5JSjFUaHBPb0RxaEdiTW9QdVJjSHM0b1paVWQ4L083bmoyRGVHbjZTTWZjaktFdzZwMENpY1hDS2xNL3VwMUU3WFlBRHZUSFZ6YVh1c3lwSndUaUpZWU5TUmpCVFRkQ3cwaXlVeFhJVFY2R3p0ajd2OWJiVHlQaTNFSUtZZ0kvdVluaU0rNE9ReVFocFZ2QnFaNlJaVTdJRXFDMkUzZ2RDT3RFNWxuU2FOWGdWWllIU1pEdVB5eGNNSzArdVlsbUZoOXE4NTM5bzZnUVBQajJsK3VGRGlBTitaNXNSMDB2RHVkVGRrVTBCNkhNeEpUcllESXF2V0E9PXw%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.konga.com%2Findex.php%2Flenovo-ideapad-a10-quad-core-2gb-ram-16gb-hdd-1644784%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Drt_standard%26utm_term%3DMini%20Laptops%20and%20Netbooks%26utm_content%3D09_09_2014%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteort_standard
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenationonlineng.net%2Fnew%2Fapc-rejects-saraki-dogara%2F%3AjDrh2p2Nsict8lD7d4yG-n2oEak&imp=3kbq13q1sr1cdq&prev_imp&forum_id=1038560&forum=thenationonline&thread_id=3835814633&major_version=metadata&thread=3834754722&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Nation-Newspaper/161915460542267
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/102072952672735365541/102072952672735365541/posts
javascript:void(0);
http://goo.gl/i0jiLP

