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How OPC men,
others abused us,
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| Diocese begins
. | Synod tomorrow

By Adegunle Olugbamila

HE youth will be the
I focus of the third
Synod of the Diocese
of Lagos Mainland

(Anglican Communion)
which begins tomorrow.
The Diocesan Bishop, The
Most Rev. Adebayo Akinde,
said the theme: “Teach the
youth today and fashion the
future’ is geared towards
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by Ejigbo victim 3

By Adebisi Onanuga
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HERE was pin-drop si-

ot to the market place they
ad already stripped my

ourt | ester-_

(DPP), Mrs Idowu Alakija,
Mrs Ajoxe Agomo told Jus-
tice Toyin Ipaye how she and
her daughters were stripcijed
naked and pegper robbed on
their faces and private parts.

She said they were as-
saulted by some members of
the Odua Peoples Congress
(OPC), Ejigbo market leader
and others.

Mrs Agomo said she was at
home when the first defen-
dant (Baba Oloja) came asking
for the whereabouts of her
daughter, Nike.

“I told him that I did not
know Nike’s whereabouts
and he started searching the
house. Later, he sighted m
daughter coming in thmugﬁ
the gate. This made him to
slap my face. As he was ::!Lr*.aﬁ.-l
ging my daughter away wi
another man named Tinrin, |
rushed to tell my husband
what has happened.

“When my husband and 1|
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dauihter and my step
daughter (Julie) naked. They
then took hold of me and
proceeded to strip me naked
and rubbed pepper all over
my face and private parts,”
she said.

The witness said the Baba
Oloja and others mixed pep-
Eer with gin before ”ruE-

ing the mixture into their
private parts and stirring the
place with a stick”.

“They then beat us merci-
lessly with pankere (cane).
We were all pleading with
them but they did not listen.
After some time, Baba Oloja
asked my husband to bring
N150,000 which we could not

roduce as we didn’t have.

e then begged him and he
collected N20,000 from us”.

Mrs. Agomo alleged that
the Baba Oloja and his co-
horts forced their landlord to
eject them.

“l sought refuge at a
mechanic’s workshop and it

was during this process that
my _b?ibxzéa et, who | was
nursing, died. But I am not

blaming anyone for her

acgainst tree felling
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*Some of the defendants

4
When my hus-

band and I got to
the market place
they had already
stripped my

daughter and my

step daughter
(Julie) naked...

3

death. | acce?ted that it is the
will of God,” she said.

Mrs Agomo said she re-
turned to her hometown
where she was treated for
bruises she sustained during

the ordeal.
She said Dr. Joe Okei-
Odumakin took their case to

the House of Assembly
where they were given
money for treatment.

She pleaded with the court
to ensure justice for her and
her daughters.

Earlier, Justice Ipaye

.'eil]nted the 10 defendants

ail.

The defendants: Isiaka
Waidi, 61; Saheed Adisa, 29;
Lateef Tijani, 37; Ahmed
Adisa, 65; Azeez Akinosun,
36; Jimoh Busari, 50;
Adekunle Adenuga, 38;
Oloruntoyin Dauda, 46;
Buhari Yusuf, 22; and
Abdullahi Haruna, 20- are
standing trial for alleged tor-
ture, attempted murder and
sodomy. -

All the counsel, in separate
applications, urged the court
to grant them bail on liberal
terms and in line with terms

of bail granted at them by a
magistrates court last June 27.
They claimed to have satis-
fied their bail condition.
Mrs Alakija opposed their
applications.
uling, Justice Ipaye said: “I
will be delivering one ruling
on all the applications. It is
equally settled that all defen-
dants are innocent till proven
guilty. Having considered the
charge fpreferred against the
efe

10 ndants, they are
hereby granted bail in the
sum o 000 each and two

sureties in the like sum.”

The judge said: “The sure-
ties must be related by blood
and must have ﬁaid tax for
the period of three years,
with evidence of livelihood
within the state.”

She adjourned the matter
till July 14.

investing in the youth as
tools for the future.

“The emphasis of the third
session of the third Synod is
on youths as invaluable and
inevitable bastion of the
church tomorrow.
Consequently, there is need
for the church leadership
and parents to do

everything to empower our
youths to be able to
meaningfully confront the
challenges of the church in
the future. In other words,
the investment in our
youths will constitute the
gains of the church
tomorrow,” Akinde said in
a statement.

Akinde who is also the
Archbishop, Ecclesiastical
Province of Lagos, will
deliver the ‘Synod charge’
at the mgaening ceremony at
the All Saints Anglican
Church, Montgomery Road
Yaba. Later same day, there
will be the openin
‘Eucharistic Service” which
will be presided over by the
Archbishop of Bendel
Province Most Rev. Friday
Imaekhai.




