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1 least 58
veste

dy 1

ople 15_::1 y dead

i
after five cSordinatec

__bomb blasts in separate parts of
Bomp State capifal ¥
The attacks bore the hallmarks
of the terror sect, Boko Haram.
Theblastsimmediatel ys arked
confusion and a traffic gridlock in
the aty.
The first attack was carried out
by a female suicide bomber at the

%ﬂt about 11:220am,
said Ab amandi, the head

of the fisherman’s union in the
metropolis.

lud female suicide bomber
ex ed assoonasshes out
ufE ' mmfﬂm who
was at the scene. “Eighteen people
were killed.”

That accountwassu
a nurse at the Maidugun General
Hospital, where many of the victims
were taken.

An eye witness , Abdullahi
Garba said: “a tricycle driver was
trving to force his way into the
market;gtap when the blast
occurred: from the tricycle.

“The spot was crowded at the
time whichexplained why somany
people died,” he said.

About an hour later another
bomb blast hit the popular Monday

% killing 15 le and close
e scene n% M%ﬁember 2014

blast which killed scores of people.
A vigilance group MEFE?CI‘,

Morocco’s
King snubs
Jonathan

P o ey A

58 killed, 139 injured in

"Maidu

From Joel Duku, Maiduguri
with agency report

Salisu Yayay, claimed to have
counted hive ambulances that
evacuated victims from the scene.

It was not immediately clear
whether the second attack was
carried out by a suicide bomber.

“For now, we have at least 33
dead bodies from the two
incidents...the toll may change
because we are expecting more
casualties,” said Gamandi

The first two attacks were
confirmed by Justice Commissioner
Kaka Shehu, but he declined to
provide casualties figures until
rescue workers had completed their
searches.

Shortly after 1:00 pm a third

number of deaths to be 58 while 139
were injured.

Shehu was referring to an
ongoing offensive against Boko
Haram in Borno state being waged
by Nigeria and Chad, with support
from Cameroon and Niger.

The Chief Medical Director of
Bomo State Specialists Hospital, Dr
Salisu Kwaya Bra, told reporters that
more than 50 died in the attacks.

“So far 50 dead bodies have
been received here from the three
blasts and 36 injured persons are
receiving treatment at our Accident

and Emgenc}y;mﬁt,” he said.
But another source at the
mortuary said 47 bodies were

bombing occurred atthe busy Bomo Emu t to the morgue,and more
mj%j_ n%ﬂh were injured. He lamented
“We theseactsintheir  that the number of the injured and
dead vi%irnt}; was aL massive
challenge ita
”Ourﬁmd]itin:sTrivmvﬁﬁnni;
we couldn’t take all the injured
persons. Some of them have been

entir and we extend our
oculldn&mces, to the victims,” Shehu
said.

“The terronists are angry with
the way they were sa from
towns and villages and are now
venting theiranger,” headded.

The Commissioner of Police
Clement Adoda confirmed the

*Governor cancels campaign

said.

The four-nation offensive
against Boko Haram has claimed
major successes over the insurgents
since the start of last month, and
analysts havesaid that Boko Haram
wcrLI;LcII‘ likely step up bombings on
civilian targets in response.

The sect has increased suicide
bombings and village attacks
mtnntlga:r:. forces from Nigeria and
Chad have driven the insurgents
fromascoreof ftownsalong Nigeria's
border withCameroon.

Its members have attacked

villages in Cameroon and Niger as
Niglilria’s EF\IZK‘IS are forming a
mi.r;;gaﬁ force to confront
: ing.
P Chad's President Idris Deby
last week said his forces know the
whereabouts of Boko Haram leader
AbubakarShekau and wamed him
to surrender or face certain death.

Boko Haram fighters are
massing at their head sin the
northeastern town of Gwoza, in
anarent preparation for a
sh

owdown with multinational
forces, according to witnesses who

| s,
..........

guri multiple blasts

escaped from the town
Anintelligence officer said they

were awdre of the movement but

that the military is acting with care

Gusausaid:"The Governor has,
immediately  after  getting
mformation about the incidence,
directed the State Attorney General
and Commissioner for justice whose
Minustry deals with atizens’ rights,
tovisit all affected areas and ensure
speedy evacuation of victims to
hospitals and mobilize medical
doctors for emergency treatments
that will be shouldered by the State
CGovernment. The, Governor directed

as many dviliansstillaretrappedin  that all necessary steps be taken to
the townand Boko Haramislaying  safe lives where possible no matter
land mines around it. C ent whatisrequired.”
Elpun yesterday’s bomb blasts, Gov.Shettimaalsore that
ovemor KashimShettimadedded  the attacks happened when
to cut short his political campaigns  residents of the city were adjusting
in the southern part of the state to normal life with the recent success
He condemned the attacks as  stories over the fight against the
The governor, through his “Governor Shettima was visibly
media aide, Malam Isa (%usau, troubled by the unfortunate bomb
sympathized with the bereaved  blast which came at a time ditizens
families and prayed for the repose  of Bomo were already adjusting to
of the souls of the dead. normal lives following successes
He also prayed for the quick  being recordet] by the combined
muvaycf&emnedarﬂggmﬁﬂ efforts of the military, other security
that government would their  agendiesand volunteers called
medical bills and provide every  thecivilian JTF involved in ongoing
assistance necessary for the victims  counter insurgency operations in
of both the dead and the injured. different parts of the State.

Boko Haram joins ISIS

OKO Haram has pledged
allegiance to Islamic State
(1S), according to an audio

statement posted on its Twitter
acoount.
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Although the message could
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not beimmediately verified, itwas
believed to have beenissued by its
leader.

It is the latest in a series of

groups to swear allegiance to IS.

No further
postponement
of elections,
Says
Ahduilealamiye




