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One killed, shops, vehicles burnt in cult war

NE person was
kille d; vehicles,
Shops and tricycle

were burnt in renewed fight-
ing by rival cult groups in

By Sulaiman Salawudeen

after running into the cross
fire, 2 i

e — T

A woman, whose shop was

Mushin/Idi-Araba axis of razed, said she was eating

——

Lagos
The factions were said to have

combed streets to smoke out
their targets.

I'raders hurriedly closed their
shops; residents retired early
for tear of their lives.
According to reports, the
hoodlums came around
2:30pm on Sunday shooting
sporadically into the air to
scare gaﬂﬁersby.

I'hey burnt down properties,
especially shops and vehicles.
Two shops, two vehicles and
one tricycle (Marwa) were
burnt on Karimu Street in
Mushin; shops and houses
were razed in Idi Araba.

It was gathered that a 18-

—— R o

vear-old boy Staying on
Awoniyi Street in Mushin

who was refurning from a_

when the first gunshot went
off, adding that people came
rushing into her shop out of
fear.
A resident said the problem
of the groups was always
women and money. Some of
the clashes, he said, might
have been fuelled by politi-
cal rivalry. i

His words: "T know because
| found out that each time
they fight, either women or
money is involved. It is
always one of these two. You
cannot also say they are
commercial motorcycle oper-
ators or members of trans-
port unions. The two factions
cannot be said to be members
of a particular profession.
They belong to all profes-
sions. What is common is
they are rivals and they ap-

FI}.-’ dangerous weapons to
ight one another".

Detachments of policemen
reportedly kept vigil in those
areas between Sunday and
yesterday.

Another resident appealed
to the state and Federal
Government to deploy

soldiers in the area, "so that
those who come every day to
destroy properties and
disturb our peace can be
checked”. -

He said: "l have been stay-
ing in this area for over 10
years and | have witnessed
over 30 of this disturbance. It
Is a matter of every other day
occurrence. Why should
things be this bad in a state
where there is a government?
T'he police seem unable to
control the two factions
because they know those
involved but they cannot
arrest them. So many people
are being killed accidentally
in crisis they don't know
anything about. It is time the

pecause | feared

Or my
life,” he claimed.
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*Lagos CP Kayode Aderanti

state and Federal
Government met to solve the
Mushin/Idi-Araba upris-
ings".

Police spokesman Kenneth
Nwosu, a De uty Superin-
tendent (DSP) said the
situation had been brought
under control, adding people
were now going about with
their lawful business.

The police, he said, were
getting to the root of the
problem, adding: "Our men
will continue to be on
ground to make the place
unsafe for hoodlums and se-
cure for residents and
businesses”.

ootball viewing centre, died




